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To provide for a Department of Transportation study of the impact of 
the depressed state of the general aviation industry on our Nation’s 
air transportation system.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
O c t o b e r  3, 1991  

Mr. Glic k m a n  introduced the following bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Works and Transportation

A BILL
To provide for a Department of Transportation study of 

the impact of the depressed state of the general aviation 
industry on our Nation’s air transportation system.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the “ General Aviation As-

5 sessment Act of 19 91 ” .

6 SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

7 Congress finds that—



1 (1) transportation of passengers by air contin-

2 ues to constitute an increasingly important compo-

3 nent of the Nation’s overall transportation system;

4 (2) general aviation is an important element in

5 our Nation’s air transportation system providing es-

6 sential services, such as air service to small commu-

7 nities, emergency medical transport, agricultural

8 spraying, and law enforcement services;

9 (3) the Federal Government has an interest in

10 the general aviation industry and has established a

11 comprehensive, system for regulating general avia-

12 tion, including—

13 (A) establishing standards for design, con-

14 struction, and certification of general aviation

15 aircraft,

16 (B) establishing standards for maintenance

17 of aircraft, licensing of repair facilities, and li-

18 censing of persons who may perform or approve

19 maintenance, repairs, and inspections,

20 (C) establishing requirements for manufac-

21 turers to notify aircraft owners and pilots of

22 safety-related operations or maintenance con-

23 cerns,

24 (D) establishing standards for training and

25 licensing of pilots,
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(E) establishing a comprehensive air con­

trol system,

(F) conducting investigations to determine 

the probable cause of aviation accidents and to 

prevent future accidents, and

(6) conducting other activities necessary to 

assure a safe air transportation system;

(4) competent general aviation manufacturers 

and component part manufacturers are ceasing or 

limiting production of some models of general avia­

tion aircraft and components because of the increas­

ing costs associated with product liability exposure;

(5) the number of general aviation airplanes de­

livered by United States producers has dropped over 

90 percent from 1980 to 1990;

(6) although the incidence of injuries to pas­

sengers in general aviation accidents has decreased, 

the amount of damages sought in general aviation 

accident liability claims against general aviation 

manufacturers is increasing at disproportionate 

rates, beyond any relationship to the quality of air­

craft manufactured and in use; and

(7) it is in the national interest to evaluate the 

symptoms and the causes of the depressed state of 

the United States general aviation industry and to
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1 assess their impact on the Nation’s air transpor-

2 tation system.

3 SEC. 3. STUDY.

4 (a) I n  G e n e r a l . — The Secretary of Transportation

5 is directed to undertake a study to evaluate the causes

6 and the effects of the depressed state of the general avia-

7 tion industry, including—

8 (1) an evaluation of the impact of the Nation’s

9 tort system on the general aviation industry, and

10 (2) the effects of the depressed state of the gen-

11 eral aviation industry on pilot training and air trans-

12 portation capacity and the industry’s ability to com-

13 pete with foreign companies.

14 (b) R e p o r t . — Not later than 1 year after the date

4

15 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Transpor­

tó tation shall report to Congress the results of the study

17 conducted under this section, together with rec-

18 ommendations regarding solutions to any specific prob-

19 lems identified.

20 (c) A u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s .— Such

21 sums as may be necessary are authorized to be appro-

22 priated to carry out this section.
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