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You must have heard such things. How do you react to these indictments?

Yes, I've heard them, I've not paid any attention to them., The
important thing to me was when I saw Blacks and whites come out of the
theatres and get tcogether and talked, Perhaps for the Tirst time, I

saw whites come out of theatres after the movie and grope for something
to do, then they'd go over to a Black person and suddenly there was
sumatﬂing happening there. Something beautiful.. To me, "The Learning
Tree' was a memoir, And if anyone cared to look deeply into that plcture,
they'd see the basic reasons for what is happening today., How they could
even mention Uncle Tom in conjunction with it is stupid because Sarah
Jinger stood up on the porch and told this Southern white sherirff
practically to go to hell and "“git off my porch with your obsenity."
They're very Blacks now in their militancy who would even today be as
bold as she was with a cracker standing in front of her with a loaded

gun aimed at her, It was an honest film, What makes anyone thing that

a Black man cannot bring his memoirs to the screen as any white man would
do? Why do we always have to be huffing and puffing and running down the
street +/ith guns in our hands? If we're going to teach our children abqut
what has happened, what has caused all the consternation in the streets,
they should be able to look at the past and realize that little Newt was
thrown out of the drugstore because he was Black, What was I to do? Have
Newt turn around and slap the white guy in the face when he was only 15
years old and his little girlfriend 14? He'd have gotten the hell beaten
out of him, Furthermore, was I to tell a lie just to appease some of what
I call some shnrt-sighto& militants? I've been through more than 90% of
these guys. Where were they when I was down in Alabama and Migsissippi
and Georgla nearly getting killed trying to point up integration efforts
in the magazines around world? When a couple of times I narrovly
missed the lynch knot and the shotgun by inched? If you're going to do
something about the problem, you have to be honest about it and tell all
there is to tell about it. You don't tell just your side of it because
you're not golng to get anybody to believe you unless you're somewhat
objective about it, You've got to present both sides of the situvation,
One view is by far not the only view.

You spcke of objectivity a moment ago. Your son is one of the still
photographers on the movie. Do you think that there could be a problem
with working with anyone that close to you? Do you feel you can still
be objective about his work as relates to you and to the production?

Yes. I can, An example of that just occured a few moments ago. I sat
down and whittled his proofsheets down, He may not agree with me, but
he's got to acecept it. Gordon, Jr. worked as a still photographer on
"The Learning Tree." I think I can be very objective., I made him work
for that. And David has worked for this, I don't favor my kids., If
they want to be assigned to one of my pictures, they have to sell them-
selves to the film company. I'll try to help them as much as I ean, I
think it was very good to have Gordon on "The Laarning Tree" because he
sensed how I shot and the mood I was after because he's seen I work so
much.,. And it pald off because Life did a big feature on the father-son
aspect of that assignment, CGordon and David shoot differently from me
and from each other.

Do the two relationships ever overlap? Those of father-son and of two
professionals wor ing together?
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