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A Tribute to Harriett Morris

Just before dusk one evening last winter, I
witnessed the most beautiful panoramic sunset I had
ever seen. The next day, December 16, | was to give
a chapel eulogy for Harriett Morris, who served
“wha Womans University in Seoul, Korea, as a
missionary for 23 years.

As I drove into the sunset, my mind conjured up
many i1mages. I thought of Harriett, of all her
sterling Christian qualities, and of her dedication to
Ewha University and to the First United Church in

Wichita, Kansas, where she and members of her

family have been lifclong members. (Harrictt is
survived by her sister Luella, Mrs. Max Noble,
who, too, is a lifetime member of this church.)

It was Harriett who founded Ewha University's
Home Economics Department in 1929. It
was she for whom Morris Hall, the six-
story Home Economics Building, was
named. (On the wall of this building's
entrance hall, a beautiful bas-relief
portrait of Harriett still hangs with an
inscription expressing the love and
appreciation of the Korean people for her
dedicated service.)

Standing high on a hill overlooking the Ewha
campus is an authentic Korean home economics
"practice house" named after Harriett. Adjacent to
this building is the Wichita House, financed years
ago with a gift of $25,000 from this church.

In 1985, at a meeting of our Council on
Ministries, a letter was read from Dr. Mamie Lee
Finger, president of the International Foundation for
Ewha Womans University, asking if we would like
to honor someone from our church with a memorial
gift. Immediately we thought of one person -
Harriett. We chose to decorate the office of the head
of the new library, which was to be dedicated at the
1986centennial celebration. By means of Sunday
School classes and church dinners, we were able to
raise $12,000. Today a lovely plaque beside the
door of the head librarian's office bears an
mscription in Korean and English denoting this gift
from the First United Methodist Church of Wichita,
Kansas, in honor of Harriett Morris, Ewha
University professor for 23 years.

CE A

by Margaret Mobley

I‘or years, Ewha named Wichita "our American
Home," and Harriett was hostess to a continual
stream of guests from Ewha. The last few years,
after Harriett moved to the health section of
Presbyterian Manor, I have become the Wichita
hostess.

On the Sunday after Harriett's death, I received
appreciation calls from the chairperson of the Ewha
University Board of Trustees and former President
of the University, Dr. Ii Sook Chung, from Dr.
Kilchai Yim of New York City, and from Dr. Sook
e Kim, who succeeded Harriett as Dean of the
College of Home Economics, and who later became
the Minister of Education for the Korean
Government. All calls were laced with expressions
of tender love and appreciation for Harriett.

Back to the "sunset" idea... I thought of
Harriett, her vibrant love and many
contributions to Ewha University and of the
special gift she presented me - her beautiful
royal blue silk native Korean dress. In the
billowing folds of the breathtaking Kansas
sunset, | could hear Harriett say in fluent
Korean, "Aan Nyung Ha Sim Ni Ka?" -
"Are you in peace?" Harriett is now "in peace" with
the heavenly chorus of Ewha-educated angels who
sing, in fervent welcome, "Aan Nyung Ha Sim Ni
Ka?"

Dr. Clarence Borger officiated at the December
16 chapel memorial service. Love, tribute, and
acclamation were symbolized by three magnificent
floral pieces - one on the casket by the Morris
family, a second from Ewha Womans University,
and the third from the International Foundation. In
addition, monetary memorial gifts were dedicated
to our church, to the University, the Foundation and
other organizations which Harriett has nurtured
through the years.

Today Korea's situation is in a state of flux.
With the struggling, depressed economy in all of
Korea, Ewha University stands firm as a beacon of
love and learning for Korean women - women who
have withstood periodic ravages and Chinese,
Japanese and Russian domination.

And Harriett Morris is "in peace" with her
father in heaven.




