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4 The Grounds of The Kasuga Temple

These comprise an extensive area of ground beautifully
wooded and has never been cut since early times.
When the wistarias are in bloom hanging down from

the evergreen trees they display a remarkable scenery.

2 Kasuga Wakamiya

This temple stands at the end of the long avenue of
stone lanterns, a little to the right of the main temple.
Here a group of maidens clad in white vestments with red
skirts is in attendance to perform a religious dance called
“kagura” A donation should be offered for seeing this

dance. | :
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“7""The origin of “kéﬁm is said to be as follows; One
day, the Sun-Gcedess displeased by her brother’s rudeness,
hid herself in a cave, then the darkness fell upon the earth,
The members of the godess’ family much troubled with
this, met together before the cave and had kagura dance
performed to entice the godess out of the ceve. On hear-
ing the music, the godess opened the door a little to have
a peep. Then the god of strength saw his chance, and at
once forced the cave door full open, to fill the world with

™

light again.

G Rasuga-no-miya

This shrine was dedicated to the ancestors of Fujiwara
family. It was founded in 768 A. D. and ranks high,
Legend tells that the god of Kasuga made a journey on
the back of a deer fromm Kashima to Mara, and because of




