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FLINT HILLS PRAIRIE NATIONAL MONUMENT HAS POTENTIAL FOR ECONOMIC IMPACT TO

KANSAS

{

Kansas Department of Commerce Secretary Laura Nicholl stated today that the "Z Bar Ranch"
project as proposed by Representative Glickman in a bill to establish a Flint Hills Prairie
National Monument should be g given serious consideration for its potential significant economic
impact. "It is our understanding that the feasibility study completed by the National Park
Service estimates economic benefits to the region at between $2,7 million and $4.7 million
during an initial five-year period. Such a National Park site will be extremely beneficial to
tourism and the economic devclopment of the state, and to the immediate Chase county area."

"The Flint Hills Prairie National Monument is a site that will put Kansas on the tourism map
both domestically and internationally, as the interest in such tourism activities as
ranching/farming, outdoor activities, and trail rides are on the increase,” continued Nicholl.
"From 1985 - 1990, Kansas expericnced a 213% increase in internatiopal visitors to the state,
With our two National Historic sites and a national park that preserves the prairie while also
offering the opportunity to experience it, this number should drastically increase. Beyond the
economic benefits, this proposal would provide an exccllent opportunity for both domestic and
intemnational visitors to experience and leam about a way of life and culture that is not
familiar to many outside of Kansas or the midwest."

Secretary Nicholl explained, A National Park would state the significance of preserving the

natural grass prairie and the wildlife that survives in such an eco-systcm. = Further, to be
designated as a National Park would encourage our many out-of-state visitors that are‘passing
through, to get off of Kansas’ major highways to experience and discover thc true beauty of
out state. The designation of a Flint Hills Prairie National Monument could conceivably alter
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the image of Xansas as a "pass-through" tourist state to a destination state. Visitors will plan
their vacations for Kansas, not just drive through enroute to another destination."

"We are aware of and are sensitive to the concerns of the landowners that arc located adjacent

to or near the proposed park. Congress should build assurances into the bill which protect
the interests of the landowner." '

Concluded Nicholl, "As the interest in eco-tourism continues to gain momentum, it is natural
that Kansas would be one of the leading states in providing a national monument that
prcservcs cultivatds and encourages the importance of the ecological syqtcm while allowing
visitors the opportunity to experience Kansas at its best.”
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