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Then we had to wait for word from the coast (executives at MGM)., Well,
Jim Aubrey and Netter and those guys jumped straight up and down and said
to look no further because we'd definitely found Shaft. Well, when that
type of confirmation comes through it really encourages you to feel that
perhaps you're right. They had seen three or four other tests and none
of them had gotten the reaction that Richard Roundtree evoked from us.

There are some Black people on this production erew who are more than
Black; they are the best in thelr respective fields, Was there a special
effert to bring these people onto the film?

First of all, I've always said taht I must have pros around me. They've
got to be good., I don't care what color they are, they've got to bhe good.
But I made a special effort to see that as many Blacks be used as possible.
But always with the fact in mind that they must be good. I don't want

alqthing to deter from the guality of the project creatively or financially,
It's got to go forward. I8's got to be good and make money so that no
one can say "Well, they used Black erews, but they've suffered in a
creative sense."”™ This is not going to happen bhecause the people we've
gotten are tops in their fields and there's no reason for the production

- to suffer. I was encouraged by the number and quality of Black people we
had on the "Learning Tree" and I'm very encouraged to see the people we've
gathered here on the East coast. We've come up with equal numbers of
talented Black people in key spots. And I think this will be most
encouraging to youngz Black people who felt perhaps that they never had a
chance in films, The more they see Black people like film editor Hugh
Robertson and sound man Lee Bost used in films, the more they're going to
seek out positions behind the camera for themselves. These are wonderful
human beings., I've already sensed this and it gives me a sense of
togetherness., I know I have some people around me whom I e¢an trust and

who will do a good job.

During the past couple of years there have been several Black-oriented
films and statistics have bpurn out the faet that these films have been
supported largely by Black audiences, For Instance, it is belng said now
that "Cotton Comes To Harlem" has grossed close to %12 million dellars,
with approximately 70# of those sales to Blacks, And this during a period
in the nation's history when the mational economy is, at best, unstable.
Do you see this as an indication that perhaps the Black market in films
hag been vastly overliooked? Do you see "Shaft" as being aimed at that
particular market? Do you feel that "Shaft" and films iike it will be a

"eoming thing," so to speak?

Well, I think that right now Hollywood is certainly aware of the fact that
Black people can support their own films finarcially. And I always take
that one step further. I think that eventually just as many whites are
going to see a film like "Shaft" as Blacks, And I think that then we will

really have won a major battle. I don't particularly set out to make a

film that Blacks are going to support. I think a film should be

good enough to vie for universal attentlon and appeal, And it should also
be a contender for some of those Academy Awards, I think that a guy like
Shaft will create as much excitement amongst white avdiences as he will
amongst Blacks, And why not? So what if the star is Black, A lot of
the supporting cast is white, too. Why should it make any differernce?
Especially if they're really interested in the character., I feel shaft

is going to create a tremendous excitement, When Muhammad A1l is the star
of 2 big, multi-million dollar projecty, no one stops to consider that only
Blacks will support that vranturu.r It'g all those blocd-thirsty people who
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