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Thank' you for letting us review your
manuscript. We regret that it does not
fit into our present plans for publication,
and return it to you herewith. The return
of a manuscript, however, does not neces-
sarily mean that it lacks merit, It is not
possible to comment on each manuscript.

We welcome the opportunity to con-
sider the manuscripts of free lance writers.
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tion spent
time thinking
about -life on
other planets.
And nobody took them seriously. They aimed
to entertain, not to inform.

But today some big-name scientists are abso-
lutely serious about the question. “Suppose only
one in three million stars has a civilization in
orbit around it,” suggests Dr. Sebastian von
Hoerner, an astronomer from Heidelberg, Ger-
many, in a recent issue of Science magazine.
“Even then, there could be millions of such
civilizations within our galaxy alone.”

Many scientists now think that life may be
flourishing on distant planets and some of them
are actually trying to exchange messages across
the vastnesses of space. “If anybody is out
there,” they reason, “they may be trying to get
in touch with us.” Radio and light waves reach-
ing the earth are constantly being studied for
possible codes. Of course, even at the speed of
light, 186,000 miles a second, it might take 2,000
years for a question to be sent to us from
another planet and an answer beamed back.
But who's in a bigger hurry than that?

One thing is sure: while some people find
space appealing, others find it appalling.

Most American teen-agers are thrilled with
the prospect of space cxpiumuon. A whopping
47 per cent say they expect travel to the moon
in their lifetime, reports youth researcher Eu-
gene Gilbert.

But others answer, “As the earth was made
for humans, so humans were made for this
carth.” They flatly insist, “The only time we
are intended to get beyond it is when—and

in Quter

And what is Heaven, and where?
“A place in space,” some Christians
say.

Premier Khrushchev, an atheist, has
his own ideas. Consider what he said to a New
York Times reporter:

“As to Paradise, we have heard a lot about
it from the priests. So we decided to find out
for ourselves, First, we sent up our explorer
Yugi Gagarin. He circled the globe and found
nothing in outer space. It’s pitch dark there,
he said; no Garden of Eden, nothing like
Heaven. So we decided to send another ex-
plorer. We sent Gherman Titov and told him
to fly for a whole day. After all, Gagarin was
up there only an hour and a half. So he might
have missed Paradise. We told Titov to take
a good look. Well, he took off, came back and
confirmed Gagarin’s conclusion. He reported
there was nothing there.”

How would you, as a Christian, answer?
Could you “give a reason for the faith that is in
you”? What does your faith say?

When Galileo offered to let some church lead-
ers of his day look through his new invention,
the telescope, they refused. Because they thought
he was dead wrong about the sun and the
carth? No. Because they were afraid he was

Even to-

Space?

if he was,
they were
wrong.
pmplc can't enlarge their_thinking. They are
fearful of what science may discover about outer
space. But why should a Christian fear the

if—we get 1o Heaven.” truth?
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FOCUS ON FAITH

Gary K. Saito, whose statement of faith appears
below, is an MYF’er who lives in Wahiawa, Oahu,
Hawaii. Gary has been active in his MYF only a
few years. But out of his participation, he says, have
come new meaning and purpose for his life. A senior
in high school this fall, he keeps busy with school and
church clubs and committees. His favorite hobbies
are tennis, singing, drawing, and model building.
Beyond high-school days, he has hopes of attending
a medical college to become a physical therapist, a
vocation he feels will offer him a chance to help

others—S. S. B.

FAITH MEANS
TRUST AND CONFIDENGE

When I was only a child, like most other children
I did not really understand what faith and the church
meant and what each had to do in shaping my life.
But for the past few years I have learned more about
the church and what it stands for. I think I must have
just begun to grasp the meaning of faith.

To me, the key words in my faith are #rust and
confidence: trust in God and confidence in all man-
kind. When anyone tries to imagine what a smaller-
than-small part he contributes to the existence of
humanity, it makes him feel meek and unimportant.

But I think this is not what God intended when
he created his huge masterpiece. He gave man a
mind and a body to try to work for the betterment
of his life. Trivial as we may seem, we are never
overlooked by the ever-secking eye of God. Our God
is a jealous God, but he is also a loving and generous
God. Until we understand that this is what God
teaches through the sacrifice of his son, Jesus Christ,
and through the Scriptures, men will remain corrupt
and spoiled with conceit.

My faith has brought me a new outlook on life
and this is what I try to relate to others in teaching
Sunday school and in all my other activities.

—Gary K. Saito

Henry M. Bullock

Editor of Church School
Publications

Rowena Ferguson
Editor of Youth Publications

Kenneth Winston
Editor of Classmate
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With this issue the new Crass-
MaTE celebrates its second anniver-
sary plus one month by noting sev-
eral changes in this issue. The most
obvious change is the redesigned
contents page with a “Behind-the-
Bylines” feature. Each month it
will introduce and picture several
writers and interpret the cover.

On the last page, “Teens Ask”
replaces “Teen Tact” which has
served well. One question will be
answered each month on this page.
Your contributions are invited.

Not so obvious but a more im-
portant change is a closer tie in
between CrassmaTE articles—partic-
ularly on faith and worship—and
the church-school materials for
morning and evening. As a result,
your MYF council, teachers, and
counsclors may be recommending
that you read specific Crassmate
articles.

Because of findings from the
questionnaire in the March issue,
“Fuel for a Blast” will run every
other month with “Off the Book-
shelf,” both skipping this issue.
“Readers Talk Back™ is shorter and
payment for letters—still wanted!—
has been stopped.

Thanks to the nearly 400 of you
who sent in the questionnaire. You
rated the magazine “very good,”
ranking articles on social life and
personal problems highest.

We hope you like the changes in
Crassmate. As an MYFer it is your
magazine, and your criticisms and
suggestions are welcome.—K. W.

Classmate
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A. Devaney, Inc.

by Ward L. Kaiser

F GOD intended to create life on only one

planet, wouldn’t just one solar system be
plenty? Why should he bother to add planet to
planet, solar system to solar system, galaxy to
galaxy, endlessly?

Suppose, for discussion’s sake, that life were
to be found on some other planet tomorrow.
What would that do to your faith?

“It would expand my idea of God,” said one
teen-ager. “He would seem so much greater,
even, than he seems now, because he'd be in
control of a lot more than just us human beings
on earth.”

“I'd have a hard time remaining a Christian,”
was another person’s reaction. “I've always be-
lieved that Jesus died for the whole world. But
how could his death on Calvary on earth have
anything to do with other planets? They
wouldn’t even know about it. . . . Or do you
suppose he's been going around from one planet
to another—and maybe getting killed over and
over again?”

The time to think about such questions has
come. What if earth people aren’t the only
intelligent beings 1n the universe? What if we're
not so special after all? What would that do to
the Bible? To the Christian religion? To your
personal relationships with God? To prayer?
To God’s everlasting love for you?

And what if those beings out there don’t
know God as you and I know him through
Christ? Would you vote to send missionaries
from your church to some spot in space? Would
you do this even if these space-beings were more
advanced, more intelligent, and more highly
civilized than we are on earth? Or would you
send missionaries only to “less advanced” tribes?

A few years back only writers of science fic-
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