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Charles McAfee2 — Track 01
Interviewer/Interviewee

Interviewee: My mother says, “Well, the baby wants to go Harvard. We’ll go to
the poor house, again.” That’s what happened. She goes to
Harvard. Comes out at the top of her class, and worked for a firm
in Boston.

With a guy I done my thesis with in Nebraska, worked for that
firm. Cheryl was working on projects in Dubai and Saudi Arabia,
in Boston. I ain’t had nothin’ like that to offer you. I wanted her
to come home, and she wanted to stay. I got mad because right
after graduation, I just said, “To hell with you, then.” My momma
come [inaudible 00:44]. That’s what got her here.

Well, she came here, and she was here for six, seven years.
Although, she was travelin’ to all the places wherever her projects,
but she was stationed here. When I came and told [inaudible
01:08], she said, “Daddy, I’'m outta here.” I couldn’t blame her at
that point [inaudible 01:13].

She did the 21* [inaudible 01:20]. It was a marvelous study. I
was very proud of her. The newspaper wrote up an article talking
about what a good—what a high quality project this was architects
Charles and Cheryl McAfee. You can’t use the term architect “til
you pass the exam. You can’t take the exam until you’ve been out
of school for years.

Well, Cheryl had barely taken the class, but had passed the exam.
Here comes this editorial talkin’ about Charles and Cheryl
McAfee, architects. Well, we get sued by the registration board.
She does. It cost me, I don’t know, somewhere between 8 and
$9,000.00 in legal fees and stuff before I finally figured out this is
bullshit. This is about politics.

I called up the guy, who at that time was the Attorney General of
the State, [inaudible 02:33]. 1told [inaudible 02:35]. I said,
“Who’s handling this?” Isaid, “Somebody in your office.” He
says, “I’ll call you back.” A couple of days later, that case had
been dropped.

[End of Audio]
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Charles McAfee2 - Track 02

Interviewer/Interviewee

Interviewee:

Interviewee:

You see, my politics was either great or lousy. [Laughter] That's
the way it's been the whole time. When I look at all the things that
my daughters are going through now, I had hoped like hell that
they never had to go through what I've gone, but they're still going
through the same crap. It is insane.

Let me tell you something. What's really bad about it is there are
some seriously talented young black people, and they're catching
hell. I mean, they are catching hell. My youngest daughter
[inaudible 01:48], the child is brilliant. They both are, but the one
down there is more on the point, and so she's narrowly focused.
Cheryl is globally focused. I never know where Cheryl is going
and where she's not going.

Everybody wants them. Well, they can do the minority things.
They can do the female things. [Fading voice 02:25]. I don't need
to have nobody mentor me. What is that supposed to mean?

Okay, I won every damn design award there is, okay? So I get
annoyed when somebody says, "Well, we need you to be handling
the minority piece." I don't want the job. Anyhow, so that's where
all that goes.

Cheryl called me up one day. She said, "Daddy, I'm gonna be out
of town for a couple weeks, and you won't be able to know where
I'm at."

I said, "Cheryl, [fading voice 03:16], you understand?"
She said, "Daddy, I'm not supposed to tell anyone."
I said, "I'm not just anybody. What are you getting ready to do?"

She says, "I will be running one of the shifts for the security at the
Olympics.

I'said, "Oh?"

She said, "Yeah." She said, "There will be a facilities person and a
law enforcement person, the Bureau of Transportation, the FBI,
Secret Service."

I'm down in Atlanta. Then I leave in Atlanta. I had to give a
speech in Chicago. I fly to Chicago, give the speech. I get home,
and I'm watching the reruns of the Olympics. It was about 11:00.
I look, and I see all this damn smoke [fading voice 4:25].
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Charles McAfee2 - Track 02
Interviewer/Interviewee

Somebody comes on and starts saying a bomb has exploded in
Atlanta.

[Fading voice 04:35] and woke her up, because Cheryl and her
husband and kids were in Atlanta. I said, "Get on the phone." 1
chased them down. I called Cheryl and woke her up. I said,
"Baby, are you all right?"

"Daddy, I'm asleep. I've been working for 12—"

[End of Audio] [Interview and transcription cut off before closing remarks]
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