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This is a interview with Mr. Charles McAfee on November 9, 
2011. The interviewer is Robert E. Weems, Jr. -Mr. McAfee, you 
were telling me briefly about your great-grandfather and some of 
his business activities here in Wichita. If you could just reiterate 
that? 

My great-grandfather, Jacob, he was born in Mercer County, 
Kentucky, and was wounded in the fighting in the Union Army, in 
the Battle of Petersburg. Got out of a military hospital in 
Philadelphia and came back to Ohio, picked his family up, came to 
Kansas across the Missouri River from around Kansas City, and 
then ended up stopping here in what is now Wichita, Kansas. 

People ask me why he stopped here. I said only thing I can figure 
out, his wagon wheel must have broke, {inaudible 00:54] didn't 
have a repair shop. He became a serious landowner here, was a­
McAfee addition to the city of Wichita. He owned a lotta property. 
He owned a bridge that crossed the Chisholm Creek, and he built it 
and charged people for crossing, so he was a serious businessman 
from the very beginning. 

At one time he owned the tallest building in downtown Wichita, 
with a sign above it, said "McAfee 1904." Great-grandpa was the 
first of the McAfees here. Then my grandfather, Jacob, who fought 
for the Spanish-American War with Teddy Roosevelt at San Juan 
Hill, came back. My oldest w1cle, Jacob, was gassed in the 
trenches in World War I and came home and died. He was about 
29. That's his helmet right up there. 

Then my father, Arthur, who was absolutely {inaudible 02:07]. 
There were the three ofus, my mother and father, Arthur, and 
Willie McAfee raised the three of us and sacrificed everything. 
My father had to quit school to take care of his brother when he 
was a junior in high school. When I finally graduated from 
college, he said to me, "I've finally done what I wanted to do, was 
to get you out of college." My sister graduated with honors from 
Wichita University. My brother graduated from there, and I 
graduated University of Nebraska. My brother has two additional 
degrees [inaudible 02:47] State, his masters a {inaudible 02:48]. 

We've sort of been all over this place. I was counting up this 
morning. There are like 15 college degrees in the three generations 
of our family. Gloria's mother has-when she got out of 
[inaudible 03: 1 OJ after they chased them out of Mississippi, she 
got out of {inaudible 03: 15]. She came here, and she went to 
school and [inaudible 03:19] and graduated from {inaudible 
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03:21} degree here. Then, after her, her oldest son graduated from 
Wichita University. Gloria has a master's degree from Wichita 
University, although her undergraduate degree is [inaudible 
03:36}. 

Then, like I said, my brother graduated from there, so I think we 
have five college degrees from Wichita University. 

Anyway, well, when Great-grandfather Jacob died, most of the 
property that he owned was supposedly sold, and his signature, X, 
was attested to by a white judge. I have letters that my great­
grandfather wrote. 

He could actually sign his name? 

He could have signed his name. I do have all those documents 
[laughter J. All of the land up where the WR Refinery is on 21st 
Street and the n01thwest comer of21 51 and I-35. That was all what 
was called the [inaudible 04:39} first addition to the city of 
Wichita. Anyway, when I came along, I was born in 1932. 
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World War II starts. Have a big scrapbook about World War II. 
We lived in a community where I didn't understand what 
segregation was; no learnin' about racism and {inaudible 00:18], 
till all of a sudden, I started playing basketball in a parochial 
league, and I started to find out. 

My father sent for some tickets; took us to St. Louis to see Jackie 
Robinson. We got to St. Louis late at night. Early in the morning, 
I went downstairs and I went outside and looking at it, and it was 
the dirtiest place I'd ever been, because they burned coal. All the 
buildings were just covered with soot. 

I came back inside, and at the far end of the lot, two doors were 
open. It was dark in there and somebody was walking back in the 
dark. I walked to see what it was, and it was Jackie Robinson. 
You can imagine. I'm playin' baseball, and I'm playin' first base. 
Here's my hero, and I'm walkin' into him. I'm goin' like, hey. I 
said, "My brother and my father are upstairs. Can I run and go get 
them?" He said, "Sure." 

I said, "Jackie Robinson's down there." "No, he's not." "Yes, he 
is, too." 

[Laughter] 

We came down, and we were talking to him. I said, "Where are 
the rest of the players?" and he looked real quiet. He said, 
"They're in another hotel." I went, "Why are they in another 
hotel?" I couldn' t understand it. 

We went to the game. Well, we came right back too. They didn't 
know where we were. They sold us tickets for-what my daddy 
wanted, right down by the first-base side. White folks were 
looking at us. I looked down in the right field, and there was the 
right-field stands. They weren' t even connected to old 
Sportsman's Park. Jackie had told us that he didn't think he was 
gonna play because, number one, he had hurt his [inaudible 
02:06}. 

Well, third or fourth inning, [inaudible 02:08 - 02: 13}. The public 
address announcer said, "And now pinch-hitting for the Brooklyn 
Dodgers is Jackie Robinson." Jackie walked out there. They 
called him everything that you could think of. I'm a little boy, and 
I'm goin' like, "Why are they calling him?"-you know. The 
pitcher threw the first pitch at him, right at his head. He got up off 
the ground, dusted himself off. Next pitch, the pitcher threw one 
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right down the middle. Jackie hit it right back at the pitcher. 
Pitcher had to duck, too. 

[Laughter} 

He went all the way around to second, slid in, cleared the bases. 
Black folk in the right-field stands went crazy. I thought it the 
stands were gonna collapse. We get back home, and I'm going 
like, "What? What? What is this?" I'm beginning to figure out 
something's wrong. "What is this?" I lived at the 900 block on 
Indiana, right across from Dunbar School. When the Globetrotters 
would come to town, you stayed on those grounds; come over on 
the school ground and play. 

When I was four years old, Cab Calloway gave me a buffalo 
nickel. Back in those days, I mean, everybody knew everybody. 
All the doctors were in the same block with the lawyers and 
everybody else. We were one serious, cohesive community. 

Mr. Sexton owned the cleaners right up the end of the block from 
us. All of the businesses, all of the churches, were all within 
walking distance from where we lived and everything. Mr. 
McClinton owned the grocery store right across the schoolyard. 
All of the businesses that I grew up were all right there, and all 
these people were all black businesspeople. I always knew there 
were black people running businesses. 

Well, I got to seventh grade, and we were in segregated schools 
from kindergarten through the eighth grade. When I got to the 
seventh grade, I went to Le'Ouverture. It was kindergarten 
through eighth, but Dunbar was kindergarten through sixth, so all 
ofus went to Dunbar, to the [inaudible 04:35} on Douglas, the 
[inaudible 04:37} in the seventh and eighth. In the seventh grade, 
I took mechanical drawing for the first time, from a man by the 
name of Dan Cook who was a brilliant person. We were the most 
special people in the world, to the black teachers in the area, I 
mean, and we had some serious great teaching. Whole bunch of 
them had-
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They couldn't teach high school because they wouldn't let him in 
Brand. I took my first mechanical job. Well, by the time I went all 
the way through high school my senior year I finished the whole 
year in Brand the first semester. The second semester they hired 
me out on contracts. I thought I was really doing something great. 
I was drawing house plans for ten dollars. I wouldn't touch a 
house plan today. 

Anyway, so I got outta there, and my mom and dad said, "We need 
to get you outta here." Well, I always wanted to go to KU, but my 
sister she graduated from Wichita University in 1944 [fading voice 
00:56}. My sister graduated tops in her high school class. 
Anyway so they sent her up to KU. She comes back and tells us 
black people can't eat in the restaurants, can't stay at the 
dormitories. Where you can sit in the movies was the backs of the 
seats where the pictures playing. 

By now I'm really going like I don't like what's going on. My 
mom and dad decided they're gonna send me up north to get me 
out of this. They sent me up to Nebraska. That's how I got to 
Nebraska. I got up here. I made them a promise that I would not 
drop any sports till I was good and old. I played basketball, but 
also in tennis. East High wouldn't let me play. 

I'm up in Nebraska. My brother drove me up there and dropped 
me off. I got the little red beanie on my head, and I was walking 
around with nobody to talk to. Found out there were only five 
black students on the whole campus freshman to graduate. I was 
walking by the gym. I heard basketball and I went inside. There 
were two guys playing two guys. Found another guy and he said, 
"Do you play?" I said, "Yeah." "You want to play me?" I played 
him. There was a guy up in the stands. He was up there watching. 

We must of played a half hour [fading voice 02:33} you go to 
school here? I said, "Yeah." He said, "You coming out for the 
basketball team?" I said, "No sir." He says, "Well, I think you 
ought to." I said, "Who are you?" "My name is Han-y Good and 
I'm the basketball coach, and I think you outta come out." I 
promised my mama I wouldn't do that [fading voice 02:55} 
scholarship I couldn't promise her that. I was saving mom and 
daddy some money. My father used to read every sports magazine 
in the world [fading voice 03:08}. 

Freshmen couldn't play varsity. I came home. I walked up to him. 
He says, "Who is this outstanding freshman guard at the 
University?" I said, "Daddy, let me tell you-" "No, that's not the 
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deaJ." I said "But Daddy you tell mama." "No, I'm not telling 
anybody.' My mother a really good, short lady. She was in 
washing dishes, and I told her. She looked up at me [fading voice 
03:45} [Laughter} because I mean I felt hon-ible because I had 
done something that I promised them I wouldn't do. Well, here I 
am the only black [fading voice 03:58} and I caught hell. I'm 
telling you I literally caught hell. 

My sophomore year I am on the basketball team. I'm making my 
grades. I end up going into the military. Well, fo1tunately enough I 
ended up going to Europe. I made the European All-Color 
Basketball team, and traveled all over. Every piece of architecture 
that I studied I saw. It became something real for me. 

When I came out of the military Gloria had already graduated from 
Howard-
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We got married six, eight months after I got out of the military. 
She came to Nebraska with me. A few months later we were 
expecting Cheryl. Gloria had a job at the tate House, and over 
the phone she called and said-we were looking for an apartment 
close to the University. "Oh, my" I said. 

A couple of the guys who worked at the State House put our 
furniture in a truck, what little we had, and took it over there. We 
got there and when we saw it all [fading voice 00:46} oh God. 
Originally when I made the varsity at ebraska I played the first 
game at the University then my trip. The trip was to University of 
Tennessee, University of Arkansas, University of Texas. Guess 
who they left home? I said, "What is this?" Well, they won't let 
you play in arenas, and you can t stay in the hotels. I said, "Why 
didn' t you tell me this when you asked me to come out? I worked 
too damn hard for this." That's where that was. 

When I came back out of the service by now KU had recruited 
Wilt Chamberlin and everything changed. I tell everybody I think 
the main person that integrated this state was Wilt Chamberlin 
because they had just built the turnpike. We paid for that turnpike 
by driving back and fmth to see Wilt play. If you had an arena that 
was- and most of 'em were six, seven to 8,000 seats, you had to 
have a ticket for every game, the KU game to get a ticket when KU 
played. He sold out the whole seats, okay? That's when white 
folks finally figmed out how to make money from sports. That's 
when they really figured it out. 
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[Inaudible 00:00- 00:08] Okay, so I mean I'm surpassing 
everything and I'm doing what I think my profession transcends 
racism and everything. Because there was a Chinese guy named 
Ryan Than and there was a German guy named Lee Sponderell. 
There was another German guy, a German-Jewish guy named 
Walter Brumlis. It's about your talent. 

I firmly believe that my talent was gonna allow me to transcend the 
policies. Well, I won that first design award and all of a sudden I 
had work all the time because I got the Douglas All American. I'd 
be hopping on planes. My second baby's job was in Tulsa. I 
remember I came home one day, and Gloria and I were sitting 
there in the bedroom and I reached in my pocket and I had a check. 
It was a check for $19,000. She said [fading voice 01:15} from 
then on she never, ever questioned when I said, "I gotta leave 
town." She probably asked me when are you going back, but she 
never said, never. 

I had projects from Texas all the way to Maine [fading voice 
01:32}. Then I got the job doing the Wistoria [fading voice OJ :39] 
all it was was to raise the service stair up to the roof, and raise the 
service elevator to the roof. It was only about a $13, $14,000 
project. I was doing a presentation to the business manager at the 
newspaper. There were a bunch of people standing around. 

A guy came in and he said, "Hey, I wanna know who decided to do 
whatever it was." This guy was standing over here. It's dw-ing the 
winter with a short-sleeved shirt on. 'Who's that doing it?" this 
guy says. He turned around. Nobody else said a word. I said, 
"The guy right there." When we get through he says, "I want you 
to walk around the paper with me." I said, "Okay." We're gonna 
computerize it. I want you to tell me where to put it. We walked 
through this. They got people working stacked on top of each 
other. Finally I told him I said, "I think the only thing that makes 
any sense to me is you just put the whole third floor adclition on 
it." He called me the next morning. He said,' Come over and 
bring a blank contract." Okay. 

I came over there and he said, "How much is this gonna cost?" I 
gave him a rough amount. He said, "What's yom fee?" I told him. 
"What's your retainer?" I told him. He penciled it in on this blank 
contract. Barbara, type this up and bring him a check. It went that 
fast. Came back and there's the check. 

He said, 'Now I'm going to Vietnam for a story, when I come 
back I'm hoping this is through." ure enough I drew it all up, put 
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this new corporate office in there. He called me up two days after 
he got back. He said, "The office looks great." He sai.d "Come on 
over and bring a blank check, I mean a blank contract.' I said, 
"Okay." 

I went over there and pushed the buttons on his desk. The drapes 
opened up and he looked down and there were railroad tracks right 
outside the building. He said, "See the railroad tracks?" I said, 
"I've seen those railroad tracks all my life. Why are you showing 
me those for?' He said, "I bought 'em." "Why d you buy the 
railroad tracks?' "We're gonna build a building on top of em. 
What's it gonna cost?" I started giving some rough numbers. He 
just penciled 'em in, penciled 'em in. He said, "I'm in a rush." I 
say 'Okay." 

She typed it up, brought me a retainer of about $15,000, okay? I 
came to the office and I sat down there and I drew this whole thing 
up all by myself. I had a couple employees working for me by 
then, but I did this all by myself. I took it over there to him. He 
said, "Great, this is great. Okay let's go. How much I owe you? 
Well, to get to this stage another $35,000." "Barbara, bring him a 
check for $35,000. I made $50,000 in one week. I'm going like 
yeal1 this is the way it's supposed to be done. 

Sure enough I get it all done and everything-
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east building to finish up. Well, my name gets up on there, on the 
board. He calls me up one morning. He says "Can you have 
lunch with me? I said, 'Yeah." "Meet me down at my club, you 
know the one you can't belong to" and hung up. I went okay 
what's wrong with him? 

I met him. I was right on time. He was finishing his scotch and 
water, let's talk, and then ordered a second one. He says, "Come 
on let 's go upstairs." He said, "Are you okay?" He says, "I have 
Wichita' s finest businesses [fading voice 01:01] you'd have to 
notice that. Whoever called me was crazy because this white boy 
was seriously independent. He said, "At my other club you can't 
belong." 

Well, he had put my membership in and they had turned it down. 
[Laughter} Anyway, he said I walked into the Witchata Country 
Club and he walked over to me and said,' Brown, what do you 
mean hiring a nigger to do your work?" He said it to me just like 
that. He's turning beet red. I'm looking at him and he says, "First 
of all this is my mother second of all the niggers you call is the 
best architect in this town in the meeting. He said, "I went out the 
door." He said, "I drove around and drove around." He said, "I 
was so angry last night." I said "You [fading voice 02:01}." He 
said, "I started to call you last night. ' I said, Rick you should 
have because this is really stuck I've gone through all of that. I go 
through this not just in Witchita, in a lot of other places." I said, "I 
fight this battle every day." I mean he was so mad he didn't know 
what to do. I mean he was livid. 

I 

Then other projects would come. The zoo project, 21 firms 
applied to the zoo. They cut it to five and then to two- they cut it 
to three and then they took a vote. I had the zoo project. Another 
one of Wichita's finest businessmen says, "I like Charles, but we 
can't trust him with 20 million dollars of taxpayers money." They 
took the job away from me. 

I never have made enough money in Witchita in one year to justify 
an office. Now I had an office in Kansas City for awbjle. I was 
doing work for Hallmark Cards and all those folks. I was doing 
major planning projects that went from Hallmark Cards over to 
Brooklyn from 27 back to 12 [fading voice 03:31}. I thoroughly 
loved it. 

Then all of a sudden I went to an AIA Convention in Atlanta. This 
white guy walked up and he said, "You an architect?" said, 
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"Yeah." He said, "We need to hire some architects here in 
Atlanta." I just kind oflooked at him. By then I was skeptical of 
anything anybody said. I said, "Okay, I'll come.' Well, about five 
or six ofus were there. About five or six of us showed up. Here's 
this white guy sitting here with two very attractive black women 
on either side of him. He starts making this we need to hire some 
black architects to do Rapid Rail stations here in Atlanta. If you're 
interested you might submit your interest. 

This one woman said "You look familiar. Where are you from?" 
I said, "I m from Wichita, Kansas." She said "You have a brother 
named Art 04:41 ?" I said, "Yeah, thats my big brother." "Oh, 
okay." She said, "Look, you submit your credentials, the two of us 
will be on the selection committee." 
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-little dog and pony show and about 30 days later they put out the 
RSV for two stations. One was 20 million the other was 35 
million, I wanted the 35 million. That's the way I went. Well, I 
got the interview for the 35 million one, and so I came home. Tom 
Bradley had appointed me a promise for the cabins [Laughter] I 
picked up the phone and I called Tom, I said, "Tom, I've met the 
mayor but I don't know him real well." I told Tom what I wanted 
him to do. Tom said, "Where are you." I said, "Home in Suncroft 
" About 15 minutes later Bradley called me. 

I just got through talking to Mayor Dorn about it. You got the job. 
I said, "Okay, thanks." About a month later before they announced 
their selection I was playing basketball with my brother. They 
were making small talk. They just said, "Tell your brother don't 
wo1Ty about it. You got the job." Sure enough I got the first job in 
Atlanta for $35 million. That's how I opened the Atlanta office. 
After that we just kept doing all kinda stuff in there. 

We eventually managed the-we were the architectural firm in 
Joint Venture. We managed all the work from 1996 on . We 
moved from that doing the same thing with Atlanta Airport. When 
I came back home my oldest daughter who was now outta school 
and working in the fom, and I came back home and I said, "Baby, 
we gotta go to Atlanta she looked me dead in the eye and said, 
"Daddy, I'm outta here." [Laughter} I couldn't blame her. She 
took off and went to Atlanta. She's still there. She manages that 
office. The youngest daughter manages my Dallas office. 

They're both extremely talented. They complement each other so 
well. Before my wife died I said, "We need to do something." I 
said, [fading voice 02:17} that doesn't give them any credit at all. 
I said, "I'm trying to figure out how to change this." I had a 
discussion with 'em about it. Are you talking about retiring? "No, 
I'm not gonna retire, but the two of you are doing great things," I 
said. We had a board meeting the 44th floor of an office down in 
downtown Dallas, one of those business-you know how it goes. 
We reserved a meeting room for us. 

The general manager of our office was retiring [fading voice 
02:58} [Laughter} so I'm sitting there in the meeting and declared 
I want to make a motion. I had 95 percent of the company at this 
point, so they couldn't hardly turn me down anyway. I said, "I 
move that Cheryl McAfee become chairman of the board and she's 
executive officer. I further move that Charyl McAfee become 
president and chief operating officer. Everybody's staring at me 
now. I say, "I vote it in." They said, "Well, daddy, what does that 
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mean and where are you?" I said, "I am wherever the two of you 
want me to be." I said, "I've been working for you all my life. I 
said this is it." I said, "So whatever it is you want me to do, you 
just call me and tell me." That's what they did. I love it. 
[Laughter JI love it. 

Now I have a question for you related back to Wichita. You had 
told me that once you started doing your jobs for the Wichita Eagle 
that some white business people didn't necessarily like that. How 
did black people-because I can imagine that if people knew about 
what you were doing that that would have generated a certain level 
of pride because what you were doing was definitely not sort of the 
traditional black business that had been part of this city as well as 
other cities? 

Let me tell you something I got interviewed by a talk show out of 
Atlanta and a woman went through a whole lot of stuff. She said 
"there's a book over there called, Black Leaders. Mr. McAfee, this 
is the first time I've ever interviewed a black leader." I said, 
"Please-
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-just ask me whatever question you wanna ask me. She said, 
"Well, with all the things that you 've done" she said, "What kind 
of problems have you had?" I said, "I only have two." She said, 
"You only had two? What are they?" I said, "One is white racism, 
and the other is black jealousy I'm not certain which is worse. 
Does that answer your question?" 

I remember when I won the project back in Washington. I was 
playing tennis one day, and a Sunday afternoon jazz session. The 
sun was bright [inaudible 02:38} 1 ?111 Street on the south side of 
the street, a little red and brick building still there. They had jazz 
playing on Sunday afternoon. 

I walked to the door, and it was so dark in there coming out of the 
sunlight I couldn't see anything. A woman said, "You're Charles 
McAfee aren' t you?" I said, "Yes." She said, "You did the 
Eubanks house." I smiled graciously and said, "Yes." She said, 
"I don't like it." I said, "I don't give a damn." 

[Laughter] 

I mean that's just the way I was. I mean I have fought so many 
battles. You're either for me or you're against me. Ain't no gray 
lines. Stuff like that would happen. 

The first thing that happened was everybody knew I was rich. 
That pissed a lot of people off. What I did for Henry's, Henry 
would have me do his Christmas catalog. I'd be in my office 
modeling boots or whatever the latest fashion was. One day the 
people who were doing-now we' re starting to do TV ads. We 
decided to go out on a Lear Jet, and we were gonna adve1tise a 
short movie. 

Well, McAfee's getting ready to step off of a Lear Jet which so1t 
of-everybody knew I owned a Lear Jet, oh my God. Oh, I'm still 
living in a little two-bedroom house. The second house over the 
hillside across WSU's new parking lot. 

I'm running all over the country making some serious money, and 
one day Gloria says-I was somewhere. Gloria says, "We're 
gonna leave the car at the airp01t for you, because Cheryl's in a 
play at school, so if you're late I'm just gonna leave the car there. 
You come when you get in. 
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Well, I got in, got the car. Rushed right on out to the school, they 
were just dimming the house lights. I saw Gloria, and I sat down. 
I said "What's the name of this play?" Gloria said-
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I said, "What'd you say? My baby's in Can-Can? What are you 
talkin' about?" I said, "What's she doing?" 

"Well, she's in the opening scene in the chorus line." I said, "My 
daughter is in the chorus line?" I'm going like, "That's my baby. 
What are you talkin' about?" [Laughter J I looked up, and oh my 
God. That's my baby. I'm sayin', "They're still livin' that little 
two bedroom house." 

All of a sudden, I said, "We gotta get ready to build this house." I 
bought this piece ofland in the restricted [inaudible 00:33}. No 
black people, no Mexicans, no this, no that, no Portuguese. I mean 
I couldn't think of who was left? 

Right. 

We had bought this piece of ground, and I had it-I don't know, 
two, three years. It was right beside the house. I was just so busy. 
I wasn't buildin'. All of the sudden, I said, "I gotta build this 
house." I started building the house. 

We barely broke ground. I got a call, central inspector [inaudible 
OJ :06]. "Charlie, we got a complaint about your house." "What 
about my house?" "Well, we need to see your plan." I said, "You 
ain't gonna see a damn thing. You don't inspect anybody else's 
plans. I'm not lettin' you look at mine either." 

"Well, your next door neighbor has filed a complaint." I said, "Let 
him file all the complaints he wants." On the second day, we had 
trenched all the way around where all the footings were gonna go, 
so the outline was there. He and his wife stand there [fading voice 
01:39]. 

With the name of mine on that house, [fading voice 01:51} Charles 
McAfee. [Inaudible 01 :56} whatever it was, I was gonna be in 
trouble anyway. He says, "Yes." I said, "I built a big house. You 
get off my ground. Don't you ever come back here." 

Well, after the business people in town, I {inaudible 02: 17]. So on, 
so on, so on, so on, so on. Mark [inaudible 02:23] Construction 
Company came in my office, passed my secretary. When I looked 
up, he was standin' by my desk. "What do you mean buildin' that 
mansion?" 
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I said, "I'm not buildin' no mansion." I said, "I built your sons 
house. You can [inaudible 02:39} yourself [inaudible 02:39}." I 
say, "Excuse me?" 

All of the sudden, no matter what, there's a slot you covered. I 
ain't never been accepted if there's a slot. Okay. We got the 
house built. 

The second day that we moved in, came home, and the windows of 
my house were ten foot wide, single pane glass, and eight foot tall. 
One of the windows, one in the master bedroom, was broken. 
What's that about? Well, they came out and fixed it on the next 
day. Cheryl, my youngest daughter was lying on the floor in her 
bedroom, and I was back in the family room when I heard her 
scream. 

I was up. She was comin' down the hall just [inaudible 03:46}. 
"Daddy, they'll shoot you." I said, "What did you say?" I ran 
around and looked [inaudible 03:54} about a foot apart and about 
three quarters [Inaudible 03:59}. 

I turned off all the lights in the house. When I got out the door, 
guess what? They had a gun. There were all the lights in the 
kitchen [fading voice 04: 12]. [Inaudible 04: 15). I figured I was 
gonna kill somebody. I was gonna hang 'em on the light pole in 
front of the house. 

What year was this just for reference? 

This was really crazy. Cheryl went to Harvard in 1974. It was 
1974. I normally don't get excited about anything. I'm still-

Yeah. Again, I'm just sort of putting it-
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One would think that by 1974, these effo11s so, right-

Right. Anyway I came back in and I was like this. It never 
bothered me when somebody did something to me. I lived my life 
[inaudible 00:26], president of black [inaudible 00:27]. I served 
eight United [inaudible 00:30}. 

I was always controversial. I know that, but I always considered 
myself prudent. People going tlu-ough and saying, "Why you 
upset? You making plenty of money." Said, "Nothing to do. 
Nothing to do but write it off. 11 

What happened was I started resolving the [inaudible 01:02]. 
Every [inaudible 01 :03]. I had to put the [inaudible 01 :07]. My 
sister had brought two huge Japanese Akida dogs, and they had 
puppies. I'm gonna have a puppy, sc I brought two of the puppies 
out to the house and they rolled the [inaudible 01:29]. They had a 
dog indoors, so they'd go inside and outside, whenever. We never 
without big, big dog. 

Cheryl, just before we actually moved in the house, Cheryl went 
away to Harvard. I was- no, she went away to Penn tate and I 
was really upset because she didn't live there. I still had a office in 
Kansas City at that point. I'd leave Kansas City, drive back to 
Penn State, pick 'er up and bring 'er home [laughter]. 

She swears to this day, "Daddy neve::- let me have a college life. 
He was always picking me up and bring home." [Laughter} 
Anyway, we were sitting in the house-architecture at Penn State 
was a five-year course. She was sitting there. She said, "Daddy, I 
want to go to graduate school." I didn't think she needed to go to 
graduate school. I said, "Oh? Where do you want to go?" She 
said, "I've only applied two places; Harvard and MIT." I said, 
"Oh." [Laughter} I'm going like "Ah, okay." [Laughter] 

What was really funny, she came home couple weeks later, lookin' 
real funny . Said, "What's the matter?" "Well, I guess I'll go to 
MIT." "Why do you say that?" [Fading voice 03:02 - 03:10}. I 
said " o ff a ding voice O 3 .-J 7 J. 
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Interviewee: My mother says, “Well, the baby wants to go Harvard.  We’ll go to 
the poor house, again.”  That’s what happened.  She goes to 
Harvard.  Comes out at the top of her class, and worked for a firm 
in Boston.   

 
 With a guy I done my thesis with in Nebraska, worked for that 

firm.  Cheryl was working on projects in Dubai and Saudi Arabia, 
in Boston.  I ain’t had nothin’ like that to offer you.  I wanted her 
to come home, and she wanted to stay.  I got mad because right 
after graduation, I just said, “To hell with you, then.”  My momma 
come [inaudible 00:44].  That’s what got her here.   

 
 Well, she came here, and she was here for six, seven years.  

Although, she was travelin’ to all the places wherever her projects, 
but she was stationed here.  When I came and told [inaudible 

01:08], she said, “Daddy, I’m outta here.”  I couldn’t blame her at 
that point [inaudible 01:13].   

 
 She did the 21st [inaudible 01:20].  It was a marvelous study.  I 

was very proud of her.  The newspaper wrote up an article talking 
about what a good—what a high quality project this was architects 
Charles and Cheryl McAfee.  You can’t use the term architect ‘til 
you pass the exam.  You can’t take the exam until you’ve been out 
of school for years.   

 
 Well, Cheryl had barely taken the class, but had passed the exam.  

Here comes this editorial talkin’ about Charles and Cheryl 
McAfee, architects.  Well, we get sued by the registration board.  
She does.  It cost me, I don’t know, somewhere between 8 and 
$9,000.00 in legal fees and stuff before I finally figured out this is 
bullshit.  This is about politics.   

 
 I called up the guy, who at that time was the Attorney General of 

the State, [inaudible 02:33].  I told [inaudible 02:35].  I said, 
“Who’s handling this?”  I said, “Somebody in your office.”  He 
says, “I’ll call you back.”  A couple of days later, that case had 
been dropped.   

 
   
 
[End of Audio]  
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Interviewee: You see, my politics was either great or lousy.  [Laughter] That's 
the way it's been the whole time.  When I look at all the things that 
my daughters are going through now, I had hoped like hell that 
they never had to go through what I've gone, but they're still going 
through the same crap.  It is insane. 

 
Interviewee: Let me tell you something.  What's really bad about it is there are 

some seriously talented young black people, and they're catching 
hell.  I mean, they are catching hell.  My youngest daughter 
[inaudible 01:48], the child is brilliant.  They both are, but the one 
down there is more on the point, and so she's narrowly focused.  
Cheryl is globally focused.  I never know where Cheryl is going 
and where she's not going. 

 
Everybody wants them.  Well, they can do the minority things.  
They can do the female things.  [Fading voice 02:25].  I don't need 
to have nobody mentor me.  What is that supposed to mean?  
Okay, I won every damn design award there is, okay?  So I get 
annoyed when somebody says, "Well, we need you to be handling 
the minority piece."  I don't want the job.  Anyhow, so that's where 
all that goes. 

 
 Cheryl called me up one day.   She said, "Daddy, I'm gonna be out 

of town for a couple weeks, and you won't be able to know where 
I'm at." 

 
 I said, "Cheryl, [fading voice 03:16], you understand?" 
 

She said, "Daddy, I'm not supposed to tell anyone." 
 
I said, "I'm not just anybody.  What are you getting ready to do?" 
 
She says, "I will be running one of the shifts for the security at the 
Olympics. 

 
 I said, "Oh?" 
 
 She said, "Yeah."  She said, "There will be a facilities person and a 

law enforcement person, the Bureau of Transportation, the FBI, 
Secret Service." 

 
I'm down in Atlanta.  Then I leave in Atlanta.  I had to give a 
speech in Chicago.  I fly to Chicago, give the speech.  I get home, 
and I'm watching the reruns of the Olympics.  It was about 11:00.  
I look, and I see all this damn smoke [fading voice 4:25].  
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Somebody comes on and starts saying a bomb has exploded in 
Atlanta. 
 
[Fading voice 04:35] and woke her up, because Cheryl and her 
husband and kids were in Atlanta.  I said, "Get on the phone."   I 
chased them down.  I called Cheryl and woke her up.  I said, 
"Baby, are you all right?" 

 
 "Daddy, I'm asleep.  I've been working for 12—" 
 

[End of Audio] [Interview and transcription cut off before closing remarks] 
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