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Personal ‘and confidential. Panama, September 6, 1908.

Hon. William H. Taft,

Secretary of Var,

Washington, D.C.
My dear Mr. Secretary:=

I have prepared,to be forwarded under separate cover, a
report, which is simply a narrative of what we have been doing
since arriving on the Zone and the general plan and purposes
of the Commigsion respecting the work committed to their charge
as such plans and purposes appear to me from conversaiions with
the members and observation of their official actions. I hope
you will find the narrative of sulficient interest and value to
induce a reading. I have not inserted in sald report any matter
personal to myself, but I write this letter te bring to your
attention certain matters which are personal to myself.

Adnmiral Walker exhibited to me your twu telegrams express—
ing your wish that I rama&?_an_tha Zone until General Davis' re=
turn and as much longer as Genanl Davis desires. Prior to the
receipt of your telegram, I had determined that the investigatinns
incumbent upon me would require more time than the length of
the Commission's stay on the Isthmus and had so advised ur.
Joannini, whom I requested 10 remain with me as a large part of
the investigation would be into the existing laws repulating va-
rious subjects upon which the Commission must legislate. At
that time I thought that the work would ocecupy me until Septem=-
ber 21lst, but the work of the Commission has progressed 80 ra=

pidly that I think I can complete my investigations by the 1l4th




