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COoPRY.

Washington, D, C., May 1st 1901,

To He B, Mr, Martinez Silva,

Minister of Foreipgn Affairs,
Minister Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Colombia to the Re-

public of the United States at Washingtcn*.

Mr. Minister:-
Since your arrival in this country I have had the

honor of having with yvou numerous conferences in the course
of which I have stated to you the purpose, the development and
present state of the relations established between the Govern-
ment of the United States and our Company, since the end of
the vear 1898,

At yvour sugpestion and in agreement with vou I have ab-
stained from all other proceedings. It was proper, in fact,
to waif until the situation of the Interoceanic Canal question,
in the United States, regarded from the double point of view,
legislative and diplomatic, should be, if it were possible,
better defined. The events which occurred in the course of
the months of February and March last, permitted me to write
Yyou my letter of March 20th, in which I asked vou kindly to
inform me how your Govermment, under the present circumstances,
meant to interpret and apply the provisions of Articles 21 and
22 of the law granting the concession fbr the Panama Canal.

You were good enough to.answer me on March 28th, by a

letter from which I quote the following passage:




