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MEMORANDUM

TO: GREG (cc: DAN, MYRNE)

FROM: ERIC

DATE: 10-18-89

RE: CONGRESSIONAL AVIATION FORUM WITH FAA ADMINISTRATOR BUSEY

A Congressional Aviation Forum has been scheduled with FAA
Administrator James Busey on Wednesday, November 15th at 8:15 a.m. This
event will be for members only in a roundtable discussion format. No staff
will be permitted to attend in place of their boss. The event has been
confirmed on Dan'’s schedule, Denny Smith’s Schedule, and the Administrator’s
schedule.

We have booked room B-354 Rayburn for 40 people. Either Dan Cross
(Denny Smith'’s staff contact) or I will do the standard House Administration
letter as soon as we resolve the following issue:

We have a problem that we do not often encounter
regarding the cost of the breakfast and any other
expenses. Normally, the organization making the
presentation at these events picks up the tab for
breakfast. However, ethically, organizations cannot buy
the Administration meals of this magnitude (if breakfast
costs $7 a meal and forty members attend that would be
considered a $280 gift to the FAA). Further, the FAA
cannot pay any expenses and, as you know, the CAF has no
budget. In checking with the House Committee on Standards
I find we have three options.

1. We hint to, but do not ask, one of the trade
associations to cover the breakfast costs. However, they
must be allowed to attend the event and they may place
"tents" on the tables syaing that they sponsored the
event. THIS WOULD BE TREATED AS A GIFT FROM THE TRADE
ASSOCIATION TO DAN AND DENNY ONLY. THE GIFT BENEFITS
WOULD NOT BE SPREAD OUT AMONG EACH OF THE MEMBERS IN
ATTENDANCE. Also, by allowing the sponsoring group to
attend, it takes away from the "members only",
"off-the-record" discussion.

2. Hold the event in a Service America meeting room and
pay the full costs of the breakfast out of Dan and Denny's
office accounts.

3. We could have an organization pick up the cost of
coffee and sweet rolls. While they would still be allowed
to attend, it would probably keep the costs below $200,
which, when divided by two members, would be less than
$100 apiece (below the required reporting amount.)

4. Serve no breakfast and hold the event in a Committee
room.

Any suggestions for which option I pursue? I need to
get rolling on this.



