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From the New ‘i"nrk Times.
DECREASE OF IMMIGRATION,

It is estimated by persons familiar with the rate of im- |
migration, that, if the average be no greater the next six
montbs than the past, there will be a falling off in 1856 of
some 150,000 or 180,600 in. the number of foreigners ar-
riving on our shores. This is & weighty fact, and deserves
careful consideration from those who. in business or mor- |
als, are speculating on-the future of our country. Proba-
bly 80,000 of those who stay at home are Germans; the
rest of the deficit is made up almost entirely of Irish. It
each of these immigrants had consumed or spent $4 in
New York as he passed through, it will make a difference
next year to the city of some 3700,000 in income. Ifeach
had possessed in ready money the average which the re-
turns from Castle Garden show at present—namely, abont
$80—it would diminish the import of specie into the coun-
try by about thirteen and a half millions of dollars ; money
which is not even an exchange, but is go much clear addi-
tion of wealth. Then, all these people consume onr produnets;
they rent our houses ; they wear our cloths; they eat our
corn, and wheat, and rye, our beef, and muiton, and fish;
they buy our timber and brick, and iron and coal: they
read our hooks and papers and magazines. Setting down
the average cost of living as $2 a week 1o each man and
woman and child, which would be a low estimate, and
supposing that they, at least, earn ail they consume by their
labor, we bave a loss next year to the producers of the
couniry—io the farmers, the grocers, the builders, -the
ciothiers, the house-owners, the britk-makers and coal-|
miners, the editors and booksellers—of seventeen millions |
of dollars. If these cstimates be correct, we have a direct
loss next year to the country, in this decrease of immigra-
tion, of over thirly millions of dollars.

We cannot easily appreciate this loss until we take some
corresponding destrnction of value in our more apparent
wealth, People do not readily see loss and guin on a great
scale. It has taken centuries to make the mass understand
that a farthing or a penny duty on a pound of some for-
eign article imported is an immense loss to their own
pockets, ,

Texas was thought a valuable acquisition, by many, in
its rich farms, though we puaid a round price for it ; yet
the value of all the farms in Texas, and Arkansas besides, |
is no greater than the value lost by thus year's decrease of |

immigration. New York and Pennsylvania boast thei-
~ selves of rich crops of wheat, but the whole worth of their
crops, if no greater than in 1850, would be two millions
. Short of the worth to us of those immigrants who stay at
bomv for a single year. It would seem a fearful blow to
the country if; by war orfire, or any calamity, our whole
exported manufactures—all these, to cherish which we have
been paying duties so long—should suddenly be utterly de-
stroyed ; yet, the loss would be four millions of dollars
less, taking the value in 1854, than the loss this year from |
impeded immigration. The quick destruction of all the
flour and corn, and the products of agriculture, which
we usually export, which bring wealth to so many
thousands, would be but & little greater than the destrue-
tion this year of value imported by the immigrants, If
one-third of the cotton cropof last year had been lost, what
lamentations would have re-echoed from one end of the
Union to the other! how many would have been bank-
rupt! how many would have felt poorer! Or if the whale
Indian-corn crop last year of New England, New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and the
District of Columbia had perished, what a Jeremiad of
mourning would have arisen! To appoint s new fast
would bave been the least which our governors could have
dene. Yot the first of these supposed los es is no greater, |
and the last is less, than what we shall silently bear this]|
year from decreased immigration. Will not some good |
know-nothing governor institute a fasy?

The country will fes] the deep injury done to its pros-
perity by this diminution of immigrat lon, even if it docs
not gee its source. Every man who owns tencment houses,
the ship-builder, the ship-owner, the cheap grocer, the
butcher, the railway companies, the thousands who own
stock in them, will feel it, The householder will pay high-
er soon for his carpenter, his plamber, his painter; the|
housemistress must, after a time, give moye for her cook or
her laundress. The farmer must offer higher wages to his
men, and put a higher price on his caltle, his milk, his|
potatoes,- aud Wheat. Leis new land will be broken, |
and those who have invested in western lots must be
disappointed in their plans, Business at the great de-!
pois of commerce in the West will be less active,
because there are fewer hands {o help it. Not g0 many
railroads, or canals, or steamboats, or flatboats, will be
built, because there is less travel over them, and less labor
at hand to build them. The cost of new ci ties, of schools,
churches, stores, and dwelling-houses, will be greally in-
creased, because there are fewer workmen at higher rates.
Each professional man must, after a time, feel this; the
client can pay less, the church-goer less, the patient less.
High wages to laboring men are not, in themselves, neces-
sarily an advantage; they depend on their relation to the
value of food and elothing, and means of living, With
fewer hands to labor in this country, every article of living
would be more expensive, while the impeding and stoppage
ot business would not be compensated by the higher rates
to the working man. The well-being of each class in &
country like this depends on the well-being of every other.,
If the workman gets $4 a day who before got $2, he gains.
nothing if his bread and clothing cost double, wnd he 16scs
if there are just Lalf the means for business enterprises
which were before. There will be “less work for him, and
all that he uses will cost more,
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