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Later on you renewed your questions, stating them more
definitely, in a letter dated April 10, 1900, and moreover |
you suggested to discuss them, admitting that the consent of
the Government of Colombia had been obtained for the purpose
of selling the concession (o the United States.

In the interviews held, prior to said letter, as well
as in all those we had together in Washington until the end
of the month of Nevember, 1900, I was obliged to state to yom
that our Company, for paramount reasons, could not accept such |
a ground of discussion, I told you, repeatedly, that our i
Company could not afford to commit itself to any conditional
agreement, even as the one proposed by you, because the Com-
pany considered indispensable to first obtain the previous
authorization of the Colombian Govermment for the sale of the
Panama Canal to the Govermment of the United States. it 1is,
therefore,--and this is the only critical remark I will ven-
ture to make in this letter,--that 1 experienced =ome sur-

prise in reading certain utterances relating to this matter

and contained in the Preliminary Report of November 30, 1900.
During the month of February, 1901, an authorized Rep-

resentative of the Colombian Govermment, H. E. Mr., Martinex

Silva, arrived in Washington. He was aware of the proposition

of the United States eventually to purchase our concession.

I requested him to state to me in which manner his govermment

would interpret and apply the clauses of our Law of Concession.,



