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ABSTRACT 

Pacific Island nations face the brunt of rapid climate change, despite contributing minimally 

to its causes. Marginalized communities within these nations experience compounded 

vulnerabilities, not only from environmental threats but from the structural imbalances in global 

power, knowledge production, and climate action discourse. Through a Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA) lens, this research analyzes the role of international climate governance in 

shaping or limiting local responses. The methodology used for the investigation considers 

different institutions (news media, governance, and academics) within both societies (Western vs 

Pacific Islands). The use of CDA software was crucial to identify differences between local 

discourse from the Pacific Islands' community in comparison to Western discourse. The results 

reveal specific dynamics; Pacific Islands institutions are not homogenous in their discourse 

framing as they target different interests. Funding—mostly provided by Western Institutions—is 

part of climate strategy; thus, Western discourse has control over how strategies should be 

framed. Thus, Pacific governance assimilates Western framing and concepts as a need to find 

common ground to further advance local agenda toward the safeguard of island nation's 

livelihood. In contrast, the dominant Western scientific paradigm has become more influenced 

by traditional knowledge in the past decade. However, even if TEK has been established in the 

academic sphere, further work is needed for its introduction into the media and the political 

realm. Ultimately, this research seeks to bring awareness of the changes in discourse and action 

necessary to effectively remedy climate change. 
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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

97% of scientists in the U.S. agree that climate change is a global phenomenon (Cook et al. 

2010; Lynas et al. 2021; Myers et al. 2021). However, the impacts are unevenly distributed 

across the world. While every region of the earth faces some form of disruption, certain 

communities in vulnerable geographical locations are experiencing the harshest effects (Parsons 

2022). These communities are particularly susceptible to climate-related challenges such as 

extreme weather events, rising sea levels, and shifting agricultural conditions, challenges 

exacerbated by marginality and economic disadvantage (Parsons 2022). Unfortunately, they are 

often at the periphery of international political and economic decision making, lacking space to 

express their views or pursue agendas that serve their interests and needs (Barnett 2005).  

 

Literature Review 

To fully explain the interconnectedness of climate change struggles from the “global” to the 

“local”, this review will be divided into two subsections. The first section considers Western 

Academic framing of Pacific Islanders. The second section gives preeminence to the lived reality 

from the Pacific Island standpoint and how they exercise their power for self-determination. The 

third identifies the Global in “global warming” and how it is framed within Western academic 

and political institutions predominant in the international realm, subsequently identifying major 

cosmological/epistemological differences between the lived reality and perspectives of pacific 

islanders and the western framing.  
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Western framing of Indigenous Struggle   

The first Indigenous groups witnessing drastic change in their everyday life as a result of 

climate change are from the Pacific Islands around South-East Asia (Parsons 2022; NASA 2014; 

Weir et al. 2017). The rising sea levels challenge their living practices, eating the shoreline and 

flooding their homes, leading the population of some villages to migrate to continental lands, or 

resettle on other islands (Weir et al. 2017). 

Pacific Islanders’ struggles to maintain their life practices in the face of climate change have 

been documented (World Meteorological Organisation 2025, NASA 2024). However, the threat 

from rising sea levels and increasing natural disasters is often illustrated through the narrative of 

inevitability by western scholars, portraying these communities as “doomed civilizations” 

(Barnett 2010). Overamplifying a notion of tragedy, Western media exacerbates this narrative. In 

this section I seek to demonstrate how a mainstream, Western discourse of tragedy and 

inevitability is countered by an agentive, Indigenous discourse that highlights the resilience of 

Indigenous communities and their ways of relating culturally and materially to the impact of 

climate change on their habitats and way of life.  

Certain island-nations such as the Republic of Marshall Islands, the Republic of Kiribati, and 

Tuvalu are geographically small and isolated. They are particularly susceptible to rising sea 

levels and extreme weather events like cyclones (Bridges et al. 2009; Mengesha et al. 2025; Weir 

et al. 2017). These environmental shifts are not just physical challenges, they also disrupt 

traditional practices such as fishing, farming, and navigation that are integral to Pacific Islander 

livelihoods. Combined with cultural loss, it exacerbates the mental health crisis in these 

communities. The degradation of ancestral territories is deeply traumatic for these communities, 
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as it erases connections to their roots, challenging their spiritual, cultural, and social identities. 

Attention has been drawn to the mental health toll of climate change, particularly its 

psychosocial effects on Pacific Islanders (Mengesha et al. 2025). The constant threat of 

displacement and the experience of unpredictable weather events contribute to a sense of climate 

anxiety among young people, who worry about their future in an increasingly unstable world 

(ibid).   

From the perspective of several academic researchers, these challenges are experienced 

through resilience but often silenced as some form of taboo. The vocabulary used in Western 

institutions—anxiety, grief, trauma, small and isolated, sinking island, to name a few—conjure 

the image of a weak marginalized community with no power over their future (Barnett 2010; 

Weatherill 2023). These descriptions frame Indigenous communities as passive victims, stripping 

them of agency and resilience. Such depictions refute the complexity and adaptability of 

Indigenous cultures in the face of climate change. Weatherill argues that this illustration of 

current indigenous socio-environmental situations contributes to the erasure of Indigenous ways 

of life and fails to acknowledge the active roles that these communities play in climate 

adaptation and advocacy. The media’s focus on extinction narratives undermines the agency and 

resistance of Indigenous peoples, portraying them as helpless, while ignoring the importance of 

cultural continuity through adaptation strategies and their dedication through advocacy 

(Weatherill 2023). 

 

Climate Change: The Lived Reality in the Pacific Islands Nations 

The type of framing mentioned in Western institutions (see first section) highlights a 

discourse of disappearance and extinction; however, it is challenged by a form of resilience 
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(Barbara 2022; Barnett 2010; Weatherill 2023). One compelling example of Indigenous-

affirmative discourse is the Talanoa Dialogue—a traditional Pacific Island approach to 

discussion—that has been integrated into UN climate change negotiations at the 23rd session of 

the Conference of the Parties (COP 23) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change in 2017 (Hautzinger 2024; Kirsch 2021; Lesniewska 2018). Talanoa is a community-

centered, collaborative dialogue rooted in mutual respect, empathy, and shared responsibility. 

Pacific Island leaders have brought this traditional oral communication practice into global 

platforms, creating space for Indigenous voices to shape the climate agenda. This dialogue model 

allows for inclusive, culturally grounded participation, where the voices of those most affected 

by climate change are heard (Kirsch 2021; Lesniewska 2018; Robinson et al. 2005). Through this 

form of discourse Pacific Island leaders advocate for policies that respect the rights and wisdom 

of Indigenous communities. This model of dialogue emphasizes respect, transparency, and 

consensus, offering a powerful alternative to the Western-dominated top-down approaches often 

seen in climate negotiations (ibid). The Pacific islanders are not doomed and hopeless 

communities at the periphery of the global world political sphere. Their presence on the UN 

stage shows their desire to lead the steps towards climate adaptation worldwide. Their model of 

discourse redistributes power equally, while strengthening indigenous voices and bringing 

alternative frameworks for debate. 

Indigenous peoples in the Pacific Islands possess thousands of years of knowledge about the 

environment and their holistic worldview changes their perspectives about climate fluctuations 

(Nunn 2024; Spencer 2020; Weatherill 2023). This expertise- also labeled as Traditional 

Ecological Knowledge in academia- is passed down through oral traditions, rituals, and 

storytelling. TEK can be considered as a body of knowledge and methods of environmental 
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stewardship involving cultural tradition, practical observation and adaptation to specific 

ecosystems (Berkes et al. 2000; McMillen et al. 2017). Weatherill (2023) notes that ancestral 

stories and customs hold critical lessons about climate adaptation, as they often recount past 

environmental shifts, natural disasters, and how communities adapted. For instance, in Vanuatu, 

efforts are underway to document and preserve indigenous knowledge of weather magic and 

wind lore, which are integral to agricultural practices and environmental understanding (Letman 

2024; McCarter 2014). This initiative seeks to safeguard linguistic and cultural heritage while 

enhancing resilience to environmental changes (Letman 2024; McCarter 2014). This form of 

documentation highlights how Pacific Islanders view the environment not just as something to be 

managed but as a living, dynamic partner in their cultural existence (Letman 2024; Mondragon 

2004; Weatherill 2023). The ocean, central to these communities' identity, is not just a body of 

water but a living entity that connects the past, present, and future generations. In his book The 

Ocean in Us (2000), Tongan and Fijian writer Hau’ofais portrays the ocean as a metaphor for 

unity, suggesting that the ocean represents not only a physical environment but a cultural space 

where people find meaning, livelihood, and sustenance. This understanding of the ocean deeply 

influences how these communities perceive climate change. Additionally, the presence of an 

Indigenous member in the academic sphere challenges the idea of a passive, silent community 

and empowers traditional knowledge and worldviews, challenging western institutions.  

Pacific Island communities view climate change not as just an environmental issue, but an 

intricate part of their worldview (Weatherill 2023). Their cultural understanding of the 

environment is rooted in a deep connection to the land and sea. This belief system views humans 

as part of a larger ecosystem in constant dialogue with the natural world rather than separate 

from it. Thus, in these communities, climate change is often interpreted as an extension of 
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existing environmental fluctuations rather than an entirely new phenomenon. They see shifts in 

weather patterns, resource availability, and ecosystem as part of a cyclical pattern that has always 

been understood within their cultural realm.  

Indigenous communities also emphasize resilience rooted in traditional cultural practices 

(Mcleod 2019; McMillen et al. 2014; Mengesha et al. 2025). These practices, which include 

community solidarity, storytelling, rituals, and collective action, provide a source of strength in 

the face of climate adversity. Resilience becomes a form of spiritual healing, helping these 

communities navigate the emotional toll of climate disruptions and continue their fight for 

climate justice and sovereignty (Mengesha et al. 2025). In this sense, through embracing nature 

and culture symbiosis, Indigenous communities create a discourse that is much more efficient in 

accepting change and actively shifting methods of adaptation. 

Indigenous activism in the face of climate change is not limited to community resilience; it 

also involves building international coalitions to advocate for climate justice (Barbara 2022; 

Weir 2017). Many Pacific Islanders are at the forefront of the global climate justice movement, 

demanding not only mitigation and adaptation measures of, also, accountability for the historical 

injustices that have contributed to climate change, such as colonialism and environmental 

exploitation (Barbara 2022; Kirsch 2021). Because Indigenous communities hold knowledge that 

allow for climate adaptation strategies that blend traditional ecological knowledge with 

contemporary scientific methods, they have a significant role to play on the international stage as 

leaders. Pacific Islanders, for example, are advocating for the protection of coral reefs and 

sustainable fishing practices to mitigate the impacts of ocean acidification and overfishing 

(Hughes et al. 2005). In Tahiti, the community of Teahupo'o has revitalized traditional 

Polynesian conservation methods, such as the rahuí system—a customary fishing ban—to 
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protect marine ecosystems threatened by over-exploitation and climate change. Elder Patrick 

Rochette emphasizes the importance of ancestral respect and spiritual connections in these 

conservation efforts (Letman 2024). These communities not only have the knowledge, but they 

are willing to participate in the combat for climate justice. Their strength and wisdom contrast 

with the gloomy, disempowered narrative in the western world. 

 To summarize, climate change is forcing communities into exile from their motherland. 

These communities are struggling the most and are being marginalized by mainstream Western 

media and experts. However, their knowledge and proactive strategies show wisdom, resilience, 

and a mindset based on adaptation solutions. Their belief system and ancestral expertise allow 

them to observe climate change under a different framework than the tragic conclusions of 

western scientific discourse. Their presence and implementation of traditional forms of dialogue 

on the international stage demonstrate their implication and strength, highlighting the ability of 

minorities and marginalized communities to be part of the larger international political sphere. 

However, their know-how and actions cannot be considered separate from the larger 

international system of geopolitical economy which is radically transforming socio-economic 

systems of even the most secluded communities and changing the landscape around the globe. 

 

Local Struggles Inscribed in Global Power Structures 

Climate change is a worldwide phenomenon that inscribes itself in a globalized system of 

production-consumption that is detrimental to ecosystems; thus, local struggle must be 

understood within a larger set of human interactions with their environment (Hans 2024; Huges 

2017). Ignoring the scheme of neoliberal doctrine—open markets, valorized capital exchange, 

and increase flow of migration with little government intervention for better competitiveness—
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and how and where it has emerged, would only maintain the discussion on climate change at the 

tip of the iceberg, ignoring the Anthropocene and leading to inefficient mitigations (Hans 2024). 

Anthropocene refers to the new geological epoch where human activity has become the most 

significant force influencing the Earth's climate and ecosystems (Tsing 2016). The correlation 

between human footprint and ecosystem degradation has been established through the study of 

Greenhouse effects, engendered by the intensive use of fossil-fuel, deforestation, land overuse 

for agriculture leading to water pollution, acidification of the oceans, drought and flooding 

(Ruddiman 2013; Steffen 2007). Bill Mckibben, the American author and environmentalist, even 

calls it the “End of Nature” and affirms the Earth’s systems have been altered so profoundly that 

there is no longer a “natural” world independent of human action (McKibben 1989). This marks 

the symbolic and literal “end” of nature as a separate, untouched force (McKibben 1989). 

 

Does a Globalized World Mean Globalized Science? 

Central to this analysis is the question of the role scientific epistemology— how knowledge 

about climate change is produced, validated, and disseminated and received—plays in 

reproducing and maintaining the power relations found in the socio-political and economic 

sphere. Critiques have raised questions on the Western view of scientific objectivity, which is 

often based on the assumption that science offers neutral, unbiased facts that should guide 

democratic decision-making (Haraway 1988; Harding 2008; Latour 2004).  

Scientific facts are always situated within a specific context, shaped by particular interests, 

values, and historical circumstances (Boyer 2004; Haraway 1988; Harding 2008; Latour 2004; 

Pascoe 2019).The idea of “neutral” science has been undermined by social scientists, 
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demonstrating that scientific knowledge is deeply political, and formed through negotiations 

between scientists, funding bodies, and other stakeholders (Haraway 1988; Harding 2008; Latour 

2004).  

Scientific imperialism, or the dominance of Western science globally, often dismisses or 

overlooks local ways of knowing and knowledge production (Iaccarino 2003). It operates within 

a framework of authority that privileges certain types of knowledge (for example, laboratory-

based experiments, peer-reviewed journals). Focusing on reductionism—breaking phenomena 

down into smaller, measurable parts—limits its ability to engage with more holistic or integrated 

ways of understanding the Earth eco-systems that are in constant interaction, while marginalizing 

others (example, Indigenous or local knowledge systems) (Iaccarino 2003). For instance, the 

conventional reliance on quantitative scientific data in fisheries management, particularly in 

South Pacific tropical nearshore fisheries suggests that such data may not always be available, 

reliable, or even necessary for effective management (Johannes 1998). The specific research just 

mentioned, based on Marshall Islands local conservation methods underscore that focusing on 

qualitative approaches; fisheries management can be more cost-effective and context-specific, 

responding to the needs and capabilities of local communities rather than relying on expensive 

data collection (Johannes 1998). 

Indigenous cultures such as in the Pacific, have developed alternative epistemologies and 

ways of conducting science that promote different forms of knowledge (Berkes 1999; Bridges 

2009; Iaccarino 2003). Some prioritize generational experience rather than pure experimentation 

(Bridges 2009; Johannes 1998). Others highlight relational understandings of nature, where 

humans are seen as interconnected with the environment rather than external observers (Nabobo-

Baba 2006). Additionally, narrative and storytelling are considered as valid forms of knowledge 
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production, especially in Indigenous knowledge systems (Berkes 1999; Bridges 2009). And more 

importantly, science is practiced in a way that is interdisciplinary, integrating spiritual, 

emotional, and practical knowledge alongside empirical evidence (Berkes 1999).  

For instance, the traditional calendar system of the Torres Islands in Vanuatu, focusing on 

how it reflects and structures the Islanders’ ecological knowledge and social life (Mondragon 

2004). The calendar is not just a tool for marking time but is deeply embedded in the 

community’s understanding of natural cycles, particularly those related to winds, marine life, and 

spiritual forces referred to as mana (Mondragon 2004).The calendar guides activities like fishing, 

gardening, and rituals, coordinating human practices with seasonal changes and spiritual 

rhythms. 

In this situation, it is interesting to analyze specific cases to illustrate this difference in the 

means of knowledge production. The Totonac people of Mexico offer valid, practical, and 

ethically grounded ways of understanding and responding to climate change (Smith 2016). In 

this community, environmental knowledge is produced through daily practice, ritual, and 

storytelling. Totonac farmers understand climate through direct observation of plants, soil, 

insects, and celestial patterns (Smith 2016). This knowledge is embodied, passed through 

generations, and adjusted through experience, not through data or models (Smith 2016). 

Unfortunately, the negligence of Indigenous ancestral knowledge is particularly problematic in 

addressing the ecological contradictions inherent in Western environmental politics, where the 

pursuit of growth and development continues to conflict with the need for environmental 

sustainability (Iaccarino 2003). 

Further, the scientific framework is at large inscribed in the western “cosmologies of 

capitalism”—which can be understood as a mean of  understanding the universe,  and one’s  
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place in the world based on the principal of accumulating capital—reinforces the dichotomy that 

shape human-nature relations, particularly the commodification of nature and the anthropocentric 

worldview that underpins exploitation (Sahlins 1988: P.No1). Capitalism is not just an economic 

system but a cultural order, based on a distinct set of myths, values, and beliefs about the world. 

The cosmology of capitalism—which frames human nature, and material needs in a specific way 

—is rooted in individualism, scarcity, linear time, and the belief in economic growth (Sahlins 

1988). It sees nature as separate from society and subject to exploitation and emphasizes rational 

calculation, personal gain, and the accumulation of wealth. It is all supported by the deeply 

entrenched belief that the market mediates value through supply and demand (Sahlins 1988). 

In comparison, Indigenous cosmology often values social relationships, prestige, and ritual 

rather than utility or price, such in in the Pacific Island Nations (MacDonald 2025; Nabobo-Baba 

2006; Sahlins 1988). Exchange is reciprocal and symbolic, not simply transactional (Nabobo-

Baba 2006; Sahlins 1988). Time is cyclical or ancestral; the past holds moral and cosmological 

authority (Mondragon 2025). Objects and people are interconnected; things often have spiritual 

or genealogical significance (Sahlins 1988). Or continuing with the previous case of the Totonac 

community, climate disruptions are tied to moral imbalances in human and ecological 

relationships. Ritual practices (for example: offerings, ceremonies) are seen as necessary to 

maintain cosmic balance, which includes weather and seasonal cycles. The drive for perpetual 

economic growth, embedded in capitalist logic, exacerbates ecological crises and limits the 

potential for transformative change. 

Now that the epistemological gap has been established, the review leads the research towards 

the means to bridge the global narrative that tend to rely on modern form of thinking and the 

local understanding of the matter to actions that demonstrate efficiency and allow the research to 
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further deepen the deconstruction of Western scientific paradigm, in hope to embrace convergent 

methods of knowledge production to plan climate mitigation.  

One of the blind spots in the literature that could affect climate actions is perpetuated by 

Western narrative of “climate resilience” in the Pacific Islands. As mentioned previously, 

research not only plays the card of misery and “doomed civilization” which victimizes Island 

communities. Other forms of research and channels of information could unintentionally trigger 

the opposite effect. Individualizing and localizing climate change through the lens of “resilience” 

creates a de-responsibilization of individuals and maintains the status quo of capital 

accumulation over depleted resources. This exacerbates a form of marginalization and 

decentralization of the issue at stake by over-emphasizing the prowess of Pacific Island local 

action and resilience. This also downplays the responsibility of western societies in the creation 

of the systemic problem. Constantly stressing resilience, especially in the Western political 

sphere, might be less about empowerment and more about leaving local communities dealing 

with the issue and dissimulating the reality of the power relation structure imposed. 
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CHAPTER II 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Questions 

• What role do global communities’ power structures and actions play in the local 

implementation of climate strategies? 

• Could discourse on local “resilience” provoke a form of inaction and de-

responsibilization of powerful global actors? 

• How can Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) offer alternative framings and 

solutions? 

 

Processes of Investigation 

To investigate climate change framing in both the Western and the Pacific discourse, 

quantitative analysis of textual work through a software becomes practical. Nvivo is a Critical 

Discourse Analysis software through which the investigation has been executed. CDA software 

helps research by processing a great number of documents to file through query searches. It can 

save time by mechanically retrieving key words and expressions from large sets of documents 

into easy-to-read tables, references, and graphs.  

 In order to make sense of the data produced through the software, specific steps were 

involved. First, all documents from the different group sections were uploaded with the help of 

EndNote files. Then, using a word frequency query, one hundred words were identified as “most 

used words” in all the documents (e.g. Climate, Change, Island, Adaptation etc.) This selection 
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process brough better understanding of how to orient the research. It is also important to mention 

that the sample of documents for the following categories: Government Report-Policies, News 

Journal Article and Academic Journal Article attempted to include about 100 articles each to 

make a relevant analysis. So, for Pacific and Western “Government Reports”, for instance, 97 

documents were sampled in total. In some cases, there are fewer articles because the available 

data is lacking. There is precisely a total of 287 documents used in the research analysis. 

One of the main restrictions for the choices of the documents; first, they must have a pdf 

format that can be used in the software. So, information retrieved from a government website, on 

an academic journal online, or a university library database must have available pdf 

documentation. Unfortunately, for many Advocacy groups, few were available in pdf format. 

Generally, the text was only released online, which was not compatible with the software. 

Furthermore, in several instances, subscription was required to access information. Second, the 

benchmark for the relevance of the document is cut to 11 years, which means all documents 

within the past 11 years are considered valid (2015-2026).1The time range starts in 2015 as it is 

the year during which countries signed the Paris Agreement at the UN “COP21”. Over 195 

countries signed the treaty binding to maintain global warming below 1.5 degree Celsius above 

“pre-industrial levels”. This political incentive created a shift in climate discourse globally. 

An important aspect to keep in mind for each category, the size of the files—word count and 

number of pages included— can vary a lot. During the research investigation, one obvious 

observation stood out: news articles have fewer words and only cover about 3 pages of 

 
1 The initial timeframe was 10 years. However, it was extended to 2026 because of continuing research, and the 

publication of many articles on the topic in the early months of 2026.  
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information on average meanwhile policy reports can cover 20-70 pages. Thus, data from Nvivo 

software was retrieved and plugged into Excel. Then, the normal distribution formula produced 

baseline of word frequencies to rely on when comparing each subcategory.  

 

NVivo Software: Text Search Query Tool Function 

For the Second step a short review of the functionality of the coding software will lay the 

groundwork for later analysis. 

Each document uploaded into the software is assigned to a case based on specific attributes. 

These cases are essential for generating graphs, as the software links word references to codes 

and organizes them within each case. The value of an attribute can vary depending on the 

research. In this situation, cases are separated based on the type of document identified (journal 

article, news article, policy report) and which regional group it belongs to (Western or Pacific 

islands). On the graphs, attribute values refer to independent variables while the frequences of 

the words searched, (e.g. Resilience or Sustainability) is the dependent variable. 

The codes represent key words or phrases extracted from the documents. For instance, when 

referring to climate change, the word “Sustainability” can be used as a text query search. The 

software will then retrieve all the files which mention the word and how many times it is 

mentioned. The results are saved both in each case and for the code itself. The data is then 

displayed as a number of references through graphs or tables. Lastly, many codes can explore 

different ideas and show trends in the use of words for a specific topic. 
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The text query search offers options to the intensity of correlation from weak to strong. 

Strong represents the search of the exact word; weaker alternatives allow for the search of stem 

words, synonyms, or generalization. For example, for a given word “Resilience” the software 

will identify the word “Resilience” as the exact word, “Resilient” for the stem word, 

“Perseverance” for the synonym, “Stamina” for specialization and “Flexibility” for 

generalization.   

Additionally, there is an option for the degree of context: narrow, broader, or the exact 

word. The degree of context either includes a portion of a sentence, few sentences, a whole 

paragraph, or just the word query searched. For instance, when searching for the word resilience: 

• Exact word: “Resilience” (Congressional Research Service (CRS) 2024) 

• Narrow context: “It provides high level strategic guidance on enhancing resilience to climate 

change and disasters” (SPREP 2019) 

 

• Broader context:  

“To save coral reefs, action must be taken on climate change. But, as small island states, we must 

act to improve the health and resilience of our reefs. We can reduce threats that reefs face from 

overfishing, land-based pollution, and destructive development. The Pacific region is home to 25 

per cent of the world’s coral reefs, so we should not underestimate the magnitude of this task. It 

needs a concerted and coordinated approach from all sectors of society, applying scientific 

knowledge and assistance from the global community.”(SPREP 2021) 

In the case of this research, the level of correlation of the word extracted is the stem words or the 

“synonym”. Additionally, narrow context was selected to bring context within which the word is 

used. 

 The use of varied search word query correlation can be justified based on one argument: are 

there multiple words in the text search query to emphasize general concepts such as “negative 

Framing”? 
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If it only mentions one specific term, then the level of correlation of the word extracted is 

“Stem word”. Hence, for the query search “sustainability”, the software would also include 

sustain, sustainable, sustainably etc. Otherwise, concepts including multiple words allow for a 

lower correlation as it aims to include synonyms. 

The research focuses mainly on the repetition of words and ties it to socio-political discourse 

practices concerning Pacific Island communities in the context of climate change. The use of 

words and the repetition of them can persuade or produce disengagement and apathy toward the 

topic (Cacioppo 1989). 
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CHAPTER III 

RESULT SECTION 

 

STEP I: Word Frequency Analysis Baseline (Excel) 

In this section, I am stressing the word frequency difference for each sub-category: 

Government Report, Academic Journal Article, and News Articles, in addition to overarching 

categories of Pacific and Western institutions.  

 

News Article                                                      

The subcategory News Article holds 102 documents 51 from Western news sources (The 

Guardian, Financial Times, Wall Street Journal etc.) and 51 from Pacific Island news sources 

(PACNEWS, Fiji Time, The New Zealand Herald, Oahu Publications Inc. etc.). From the word 

frequency query, the result shows the following averages: 

                                                    Pacific News Article  𝑥 =
∑ 𝑥 

 

𝑛
=78                                        (1.1) 

                                                    Western News Article 𝑥 =
∑ 𝑥 

 

𝑛
= 97                                     (1.2) 

 Additionally, the medians:  

                                                    Pacific M = 
((

𝑛

2
)

𝑡ℎ
+(

𝑛

2
+1)

𝑡ℎ
)

2
= 61                                           (2.1) 
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                                                Western M = 
((

𝑛

2
)

𝑡ℎ
+(

𝑛

2
+1)

𝑡ℎ
)

2
= 68                                             (2.2) 

 

Figure 1: Western News Normal Distribution           Figure 2: Pacific News Normal Distribution 

 It is not a very significant difference in contrast to the following graphs (Figure 3 and 4); 

however, the most used words are of low probability density and skew quite significantly the 

distribution. In addition, we find similar patterns in the next graphs. Therefore, looking at the 

median and interquartile ranges will offer a more accurate understanding of the frequency of the 

words mentioned. 

 

Academic Articles 

The subcategory Academic Journal Article carries 88 articles of which 51 come from 

Western journals and authors, and 37 articles are from Pacific journals. The gap between the 

sample sizes is justified by a slower rate of articles produced by Pacific journal; with some of 

which expired within the 11-year frame pre-established (2015-2026). Therefore, an extra step 

prior to the analysis is necessary and will be explained further in this research section.  

Pacific Academic Article 𝑥   = 413 
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 Western Academic Article 𝑥   = 796.59  

Additionally, the medians: 

Pacific Academic Article M= 310 

Western Academic Article M= 608 

 

Figure 3. Pacific Island Academic Journal          Figure 4. Western Academic Journal 

 

Policy Report (Government): 

The sub-category: policy reports; the total number of files is 97 documents from which 50 

originate from the Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute web platform as well as the Pacific 

Island Community. Additionally, 47 legal documents and policy reports were from Western 

governmental and intergovernmental institutions (IMF, World Bank, the United Nations, the 

European Union, United States of America). The average of the 100 most used words: 

Pacific Government Document 𝑥   = 1338  

Western Government Document 𝑥   = 908.25  

Additionally, the medians: 
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Pacific Government Document M= 1051.5 

Western Government Document M = 709  

Figure 5. Pacific Island Policy Reports           Figure 6. Western Policy Report 

 

Western and Pacific Institutions Total Result: 

Last but not least, some of the word frequency comparisons are based on overarching 

categories (Pacific Institution) and (Western Institution). Therefore, Figure 7. and Figure 8. 

offer a set of graphs on which to rely on for the analysis of these two groups. 

 

Figure 7. Pacific Institutions All Combined   Figure 8. Western Institutions All Combined 
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The two overarching categories of Pacific Institution and Western Institutions comprise a 

total number of files 287, with 138 for the Pacific and 149 for the West. The average frequency 

of the 100 most used words for both sections:  

All Pacific Institutions Combined 𝑥   =1693.49  

All Western Institutions Combined 𝑥   = 1637.12  

 As one can notice overall, these two groups have adjacent means. Their medians differ a little 

more: 

 All Pacific Institutions Combined M= 1416   

All Western Institutions Combined M= 1335   

But still remains in a relatively proximal range when comparing these two umbrella categories. 

The conclusion that can be made from the calculations and scatterplots. 1)They all follow a 

similar pattern with a few highly used words skewing the graph such as “Climate”, “Change”, 

“Pacific”, “Islands”. 2)The overarching categories and each sub-category have different limits. 

Thus, these graphs offer a visualization of the differences in means and median when comparing 

and contrasting overarching categories (Pacific vs Western) and subcategories (Policy, News, 

Academics). As one must remember, the number of documents and the repetition of words can 

vary greatly between subcategories. Under this condition, interquartile ranges become a 

requirement to distinguish between “Low” or “High” frequency values.  

Table 1 of comparison identifies the inter-quartile sections (Q1=25%; Q2=50%; 

Q3=75%; 100%) for each category and sub-category and assign a corresponding level of 
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frequency. These calculations were done through an excel spreadsheet using preexisting 

formulas. 

TABLE 1 

WORD FREQUENCY_INTERQUITILE RANGES 

  
Low 

(1st 25%) 

Low-

intermediate 

(2nd 25-50%) 

 

High-

intermediate 

( 3rd, 50-75%) 

High 

(4th, Last 

25%) 

 

News 
Pacific [41-46] [47-61] [62-78] [79-638] 

Western [47-55.25] [55.25-68] [69-110] [111-599] 

Academics 
Pacific [222-256.25] [256.25-310.5] [310.5-415.25] [415.25-2545] 

Western [444-506] [506-608] [608-854.5] [854.5-4214] 

Government 
Pacific [764-889.5] [885.5-1051.5] [1051.5-1374] [1374-6979] 

Western [521-592] [592-709] [709-976.5] [976.5-5107] 

Institutions 

Grouped 
Pacific [945-1113] [1113-1416] 

[1416-

1727.27] 

[1727.25-

10162] 

 Institutions 

Grouped 
Western 

[932-

1093.75] 

[1093.75-

1335] 

[1335-

1748.75] 

[1748.75-

9920] 

 

The interquartile range of each category sub-category will help identify the level of frequency of 

the words used and their relevance to the project result analysis. 

STEP II: CDA Software Analysis of Word Recurrence 

Text Search Query Codes  

The query words used in the research are the following:  

FRAMING 
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• (1) Negative Framing: [Sinking OR Tragedy OR Devastating OR Threat OR Loss OR 

"Negative outcomes" OR Incapacitated OR Impossible OR Shrinking OR Disappear OR 

Constrain OR Limits OR Extinct OR Vulnerability OR Crisis OR "Small Island"] 

• (2) Positive Framing: [honored OR engagement OR restoration OR stewardship OR 

revitalized OR effective OR Collaboration OR "Positive actions" OR integrate OR 

advocate OR fight OR combat OR planning OR healing OR Preservation OR "strong 

Incentives" OR Support OR Empowerment OR Advocate] 

KNOWLEDGE 

• (3) Traditional Knowledge: ["Oral Traditions" OR "Ancestral Knowledge" OR "Oral 

Knowledge" OR Cultural Heritage OR "Indigenous Knowledge" OR "Ancestral wisdom" 

OR "Tribal Knowledge" OR ʻĀ¯aina OR pūrākau OR mātauranga taiao OR Tāone tupu 

ora.] 

• (4) Scientific Methodology: [Argumentation OR Normative OR Evaluative OR 

methodology OR Empiricism OR Inquiry OR Premise OR Evidence OR Ethics OR 

"Scientific method" OR Classification OR Variables OR Inferences OR Result] 

SOLUTIONS  

• (5) Data Driven Solutions: ["%" OR Percent OR "Data analysis" OR Quantitative OR 

Modeling OR numerical scientific OR Calculation OR Mathematics OR Measurement 

OR Algorithm OR Statistical OR Compute OR Fractional OR Chart] 

• (6) Local Community based Solutions: ["Local Practice" OR "Community Based" OR 

"Thousand years of experience" "Local solutions" OR Firsthand OR "Indigenous 

practices" OR interactive OR participatory OR non-theoretical] 
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OTHER ISSUES 

• (7) Foreign Influence: [China OR Australia OR "United States" OR "United Nations" 

OR "The UN" OR "IMF" OR "International Monetary Funds" OR "World Bank" OR 

"European Union" OR "Paris agreement" OR "Global Institutions" OR International] 

• (8) Economic: [Funding OR "Small Developing State" OR Economy or Budget OR 

Finance OR Revenue OR Deficit OR Treasure OR Reserve] 

PARTICULAR CONCEPTS 

• Mitigation, Adaptation, Resilience, Sustainability 

The selection of words for the codes was influenced by the 100 most used word query 

searches, as well as extensive reading of different second source material used in the research. 

Since framing in critical discourse analysis is a central element, the first word category was 

based on how words portray a certain positive or negative image. Second, since knowledge and 

epistemologies differ between the two discourses (Pacific and Western) interest into some of the 

indigenous knowledge mentioned in the literature review brough into consideration the thematic. 

Additionally, particular Western concepts came often in the word query search; thus, they 

become a theme of analysis for the research. 

 For the analysis, there are two graphs' choices. One that concentrates on comparing and 

contrasting two words by regrouping all institutions from the region under the umbrella term 

“Pacific” and “Western”. Second, the other type of graph concentrates on analyzing the 

difference between the two regions’ institutions’ way of using the concept or words. The second 

type of graph allows for a more detailed analysis of how specific terms are emphasized. For 
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instance, ideas that are exposed by specific words in the news media might be less important in 

the academic or political realm. 

 

Presentation of Word Frequency Graphs 

From the Nvivo software, the graphs generated follow the order of analysis based on the themes 

mentioned above (Framing, Knowledge, Solution, Western concepts, and Other Issues). 

 

Grouped Concept 

Grouped concept is the projection of certain ideas not necessarily directly mentioned in the 

text but occurring through the specific words it includes. When thinking of negative or positive 

terms that transpire in a text, one must question what message was meant to be delivered, and 

how it will affect the reader. The words identified above are found through the texts and produce 

a certain effect of urgency or preparedness and empowerment of the Pacific community. One 

section or sentence can have a negative connotation while the next one can bring more nuance to 

the discourse.  

Framing. Figure 1 and Figure 2 attempt to identify differences between subcategories in the 

frequency of negative or positive words, while Figure 3 identifies regional differences. The 

comparison can help determine what is emphasized (e.g. negative outcomes and potential threats 

of climate change or positive action and results). The result presentation format follows a 

specific design shown as follows: “(P=...)” and “(W=...)”. Capita “P” and capita “W” stands for 
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Pacific and Western. So, for instance, Pacific news, the subcategory will be mentioned as 

“news”, but the regional difference will be cited as mentioned above. 

Considering Table 1 established preliminarily, we will identify differences between 

categories and within subcategories. 

According to the chart, the number of times negative framing is used in the news of both 

discourses is of High intensity (P= 131) and (W= 140). Inversely, both academic institutions fall 

under the High-intermediate level (P= 385) and (W= 899). Government policies belong to the 

low-intermediate bracket (P= 961) and (W= 702). 

According to the same chart, positive framing in the news is of High-intermediate level for 

Western News (W=105) while being of High frequency for Pacific News (P= 140). For 

academics, positive framing corresponds to high frequency on both sides (P= 810) and (W= 

952). Lastly, government policy documents are both at the far edge of the high frequency chart 

(P= 3386) and (W= 2919).  
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Figure 9. Negative Framing 
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Figure 10. Positive Framing 
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Figure 11. Positive vs Negative Framing 

Overall, positive framing count total outnumbers by far the frequency of negative framing in 

Western and Pacific discourse as figure 3 shows. It leads to the inference that both discourses 

attempt to counterbalance the sense of urgency with pro-active and forward-thinking ideas. 

Knowledge. The means of production of knowledge can be divided into two categories, the 

modern scientific methodology and Traditional Knowledge. The former originating during 

Western Europe Enlightenment era, while the latter is anchored in Pacific Islander local 

community oral knowledge passed down from generation to generation (Denzin et al. 2008; 

Harding 2008). Considering “scientific methodology,” it appears that Western News belong to 
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the low bracket (W= 47) while Pacific News falls short to even be significant enough to belong 

to the low bracket (P= 36). Thus, scientific methodology is not often mentioned in Western news 

or Pacific news. In the Academic context, scientific methodology is found at the highest 

frequency for both discourses (P= 866) and (W= 1798) while in government documents 

“scientific methodology” is of High frequency in the Pacific discourse (P= 2154) but only of 

High-intermediate level for the Western government discourse (W= 926).  

Moving on to “Tradition Oral Knowledge,” Western news only mentioned 3 times in the 

documents, which makes it very insignificant (W= 3). Additionally, Pacific Islands news only 

mentions it 30 times which still fall outside the low frequency bracket (P= 30). Academic-wise, 

the Western category is of High-intermediate frequency (W= 341) while Pacific group 

experiences a High frequency (P= 1103). Lastly, governing bodies couched in both Western and 

Pacific discourses fail to mention traditional knowledge enough to reach the low bracket (P= 

491) and (W= 154). 



 
 

32 
 

 

Figure 12. ‘Scientific Methodology 
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Figure 13. ‘Traditional Knowledge’ 

The overall disparity in number of references of the two concepts—scientific methodology and 

traditional knowledge—in this section highlights the obvious: scientific methodology is the 

preferred means of knowledge production and dissemination compared to traditional oral 

knowledge. 

Solution. The next section elaborates on the set of solutions stated to counter climate change. 

The goal is to identify and contrast information on the means of framing solutions for both 

parties-subcategories. While data driven solutions are believed to be more of a Western means of 

planning, local experienced based answers are generally tied to traditional knowledge relying 
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mostly on observation and interaction with local ecology (Harding 2008). Data driven solutions 

sometimes fail to factor in aspect of the issue specific to the locality—often emphasizing 

generalized models to extend it to wide applications. Therefore, it is important to draw attention 

to the trend withing the different subcategories and relate which form of solution is promoted the 

most. In both news categories, “data driven solution” falls outside of the low frequency bracket 

(P= 30) and (W= 14) Pacific academic journal articles belong to the low-intermediate frequency 

bracket (P= 284) while Western journals strongly match with the highest bracket (W=1173). 

Lastly, both Pacific and Western governments pertain to low brackets (P= 699) and (W= 596). 

Local Experience based solution does not have significant support from Western news media 

(W=3) or Pacific news articles (P= 5) as it is mentioned less than 10 times through all the 

documents. Even though it is mentioned more time in Western academic subgroup (W= 112) 

than in Pacific subgroup (P= 47), it still fails to reach the low bracket in both conditions. Lastly, 

it is mentioned at a higher rate in Pacific government documents than Western government 

documents but still does not succeed in accessing the low bracket (P= 229) and (W= 88).  
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Figure 14. ‘Data Driven Solution’
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Figure 15.‘Local experience Based’ 

The scale of concept frequency overall shows an overwhelming preference for data driven 

solutions in the case of both Western and Pacific institutions 

 

Single Word Concept 
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The following analysis underline concepts originally used in Western institutions when 

referring to climate change. Those concepts have broad meanings that have evolved over time 

and often relate to a variety of methods of action. I think it is relevant to consider the degree of 

reference of those specific words to consider the influence of Western concepts related to climate 

change on local Pacific authority. 

Comparison of Western Terms. Adaptation and mitigation are two prevalent terms of climate 

change vocabulary. Found in many academic fields from political science to environmental 

science these concepts have found their way into the political sphere and media channels in the 

late 80’s to early 90’s. The popularity of these concepts was establishment after the inauguration 

of the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change and the announcement of the Millenium 

Development Goals (Adger 2001). Even though adaptation and mitigation refer to a form of 

human reaction to environmental changes, they have very distinct meanings. Adaptation refers to 

the adjustment to the effects of climate change that is happening. Mitigation focusses on the root 

cause to reduce or prevent the causes of climate change. It often relates to strategies involving 

green-gas emission reduction. Observing which one is more likely used in textual discourse can 

possibly feature certain patterns of discourse strategy. 

Following Table 1, adaptation falls under the High frequency bracket for both Pacific (P= 

1953) and Western (W= 2693) institutions all combined. However, one can notice the much 

higher number of repetitions from the Western category ((W) > (P)= 2693 > 1953). In contrast, 

mitigation in both cases is not mentioned enough to make it to the lowest bracket (P=777) and 

(W= 733) diminishing its significance in the documents. Pacific island section still mentions the 

word a few more times ((P) > (W)= 777 > 733).  
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Figure 16. Comparison Mitigation Vs Adaptation 

The non-negligeable emphasis on adaptation sets out the clear framing strategy with a distinct 

focus on portraying climate change as irreversible phenomena. 
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Other Concept of Climate Adaptation. Resilience is another popular term referenced in 

Western institutions when referring to local indigenous communities (as mentioned in the 

literature review). Therefore, this concept must be integrated into the analysis. From the 

perspective of western news, resilience is outside of the low bracket (W= 21) while it stands on 

the highest bracket for Pacific news (P= 106). Pacific Island journal stands in the low-

intermediate frequency (P= 268) and Western journals reach the High-intermediate bracket (W= 

716). The Pacific government is found within the High-intermediate range (P= 1280) while 

Western government belongs to the high frequency bracket (W= 1751). 

 

Figure 17. Resilience 
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Overall resilience is much more used in Western institutions than in the Pacific community: 

 Total W =1751+716+21=2488 vs Total P= 106+268+1280=1654  

The data confirms one of the research’s leading inferences. There is an intentional emphasis on 

the ability of communities to endure climate change phenomenon from the Western discourse. 

Sustainability. Coined during the Enlightenment era and arose later in the XIX century, 

sustainability remains prevalent in popular discourse. After massive data collection and 

observation, scientists assessed that human activity unfavorably impacted ecosystems 

(Smynthyna 2011). The definition given for the concept indicates interest in utilizing natural 

resources to a certain limit and optimistically expects future generations to satisfy their need for 

those same resources (Smynthyna 2011; Wilmoth Lerner et al. 2009). Analyzing the frequency 

of reference for sustainability in both institutions can deliver an optimistic message to the 

concerned reader. 

Pacific News belongs to the High frequency (P= 113) for the term sustainability while 

Western news does not even reach the lowest bracket (W= 23). Pacific journals integrate the 

High-intermediate frequency (P= 360) while Western scholarly work belongs to the High 

frequency bracket (W= 950). For both governing discourses, the frequency of the word is high 

(P= 1445) and (W= 1138). 
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Figure 18. Sustainability 

Overall, the word sustainability is mentioned more times in Western institutions at a difference 

of 300 reference ((P) < (W)= 1918 < 2111).  

 

Other Issues 

The power of external political institutions. Foreign influence refers to the number of times 

the names of intergovernmental authorities and states that do not belong to the Pacific Island 

community were mentioned. In this graph, only Pacific Institutions matter since they are targeted 
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to demonstrate the level of external influence on them. For the news (P=201), journal articles (P= 

577) and government report (P= 2207), the frequency of foreign names is very High. The 

influence of external government bodies seems to matter a great deal in the climate change 

framing of the Pacific discourse.  

               

Figure 19. Foreign Influence 

Economic concern. In addition to the threat of global warming, economic concern brings 

further challenges to the Pacific communities. The Figure 20. concentrates on the level of 

reference of terms related to climate funding as it matters a great deal for the purpose of 

discourse framing. 
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In both Western and Pacific news, the frequency of economic concerns towards the Pacific 

community is High (P= 185) and (W= 127). The academic subcategory recurrence of financially 

related terms is low for Pacific journals (P= 189) and High-intermediate for Western journals 

(W=762). Lastly, both government bodies fall into the High frequency bracket (P=1664) and 

(W= 1973).  

                             

Figure 20. Economic Concerns 

The concern toward climate fundings is a central element of conservation actions, and that can be 

reflected in the discourse. 
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TABLE. 2 

Comparison Summary: Key Terms on Climate Change   

Regional 

Entity 

Pacific  Western 

Institution News Academic Government  News  Academics Government 

Framing 

Positive 

Framing 

High  

 

High  

 

High  

 

 High  

 

High  

 

High  

 

Negative 

Framing 

High  

 

High-

Intermediate 

Low-

Intermediate 

 

 High  High-

Intermediate 

Low-

Intermediate 

Knowledge Production 

Scientific 

Knowledge 

N/A High High 

 

 Low High  High-

Intermediate 

 

Indigenous 

Oral 

Knowledge 

N/A High 

 

N/A  N/A High-

Intermediate 

N/A 

Solution 

Data Driven 

Solution 

N/A Low-

intermediate 

High 

 

 N/A High  

 

High-

Intermediate 

 

Local 

Experience 

Based 

Solutions 

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

 N/A 

 

N/A 

 

N/A 

 

Western Concept for Climate Change 

Mitigation vs 

Adaptation 

High   High 

N/A N/A       
Resilience  High Low-

intermediate 

High-

Intermediate 

 N/A High-

Intermediate 

High  

 

Sustainability High 

 

High-

Intermediate 

High 

 

 N/A 

 

High 

 

High 

 

Other Predicaments 

Foreign 

Influence 

High 

 

High 

 

High 

 

 No Data 
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TABLE. 2 (continued) 

Regional 

Entity 

Pacific  Western 

Institution News Academic Government  News  Academics Government 

Economic 

Concerns 

High Low High  High 

 

High-

Intermediate 

High 

 Table 2 represents the highlights of the graphic data. The summary offers alternative 

presentations of the results to help with the interpretation section. This table reveals the larger 

patterns within the two discourses and their respective institutions. One must keep in mind that 

averages may not reflect internal diversity in the data, or outliers for both discourses. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION AND INTERPRETATION SECTION 

 

The Frameworks for the Interpretation Explained 

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a theory as well as a methodology exploited to study the 

use of language within a socio-political context. “Critical” stands for distancing oneself from the 

data to bring forth the context in which it was produced. Critical discourse analysis (CDA) focus 

is on language, spoken, and written. This theory juxtaposes text, context and power relations to 

highlight within discourse the untold story, the underlying assumptions and the inequality in the 

power structure of society (Fairclough et al. 1997 and 2013; Van Dijk 2006; Wodak 2015). Thus, 

linguistic analysis is central to the methods in CDA. 

There are mainly three different approaches to the discipline, Fairclough’s Three-

Dimensional model, Van Dijk’s socio-cognitive approach, and Wodak’s Discourse-Historical 

approach (Fairclough et al. 1997 and 2013; Van Dijk 2006; Wodak 2015). 

 In the Three-Dimensional Approach, CDA first requires the deconstruction of text by 

looking at vocabulary choice, grammar structure, cohesions, and identifying the use of passive or 

active voice (Fairclough 2013, Mullet 2018; Xiafan Yu 2022). Second, discursive practice—

production distribution and interpretation of text— identifies the chains of relation between the 

text and its underlying function in the social system (Fairclough 2013; Mullet 2018; Xiafan Yu 

2022). The third level of analysis is the broader social context in which discourse is produced, 



 
 

47 
 

influences, and is influenced by power structure and ideology (Fairclough 2013; Mullet 2018; 

Xiafan Yu 2022).  

CDA is often influenced by other disciplines in social sciences (sociology, economics, 

political science, psychology) and philosophy. Concepts such as ideology, hegemony, power, 

modernity are often inspired by researchers from other disciplines (Jørgensen et al. 2011; Mullet 

2018).The Sociocognitive approach-first identified by Van Dijk- takes inspiration in psychology 

and cognitive science to bring forth the evident connection between internalization of 

information and inaction (Van Dijk 1993, 2006, 2008). His framework models an “ideological 

square” which includes four components. “US vs Them” considers who belongs to the in-group 

or outer group. “Positive self-presentation" means framing the in-group through a positive prism 

emphasizing strength achievement and omitting or downplaying flaws. “Negative Other 

presentation" pinpoints out-group failure and depicts those that don’t belong negatively. 

“Legitimization of Power” demonstrates how dominant rhetoric reproduces exclusive group 

representation and maintains inequality (Van Dijk 1993, 2006, 2008). 

The Discourse-Historical Approach situates power of discourse in its historical context and in 

their political enactment (Wodak 2009, 2015). The framework utilizes layers of analysis, first 

one being “descriptive” or the immediate language use, second being “interdiscursive” and 

intertextuality, connection between past and present discourse topic or text. (Wodak 2009, 2015) 

The third layer relates to the immediate social context, and the last one connects to the past and 

wider range of socio-political dynamics. The methods aim to integrate a variety of data from 

different fields to understand interaction between language, ideology and power, the center piece 

of CDA research (Wodak 2009, 2015). 
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CDA requires further interest in other theories and discipline. Consequently, the research also 

integrates political ecology, critique of western universalism, Traditional Ecological Knowledge, 

and postcolonial ecology. All these theories promote a greater diversity in climate change 

prospective, distancing from the more influential western scientific and data driven and 

discourse. They also anchor discourse in a more holistic approach, aware of historical context 

political power relations (Blaikie 2000; Blaikie 1999; Dominy 2018; Escobar 2006; Tsing 2016; 

Watts 2013). Furthermore, they are relevant in demonstrating the plurality of human-nature 

interaction and different epistemological and ontological perspectives (Harding 2008; Smith 

Tuhiwai 2016. Thus, in the interpretation section, CDA analysis will be intertwined with other 

theories to respond to the research goal. However, each approach will be either combined for one 

interpretation or used in different sections depending on the context. For instance, using the critic 

of scientific universalism and post-colonial ecology is relevant in the academic subgroup while 

the socio-cognitive approach might offer better tools in interpreting news media discourse. 

 

Discourses in Review 

For this project, elite discourse and influence on climate framing are correlated to power 

structures. Using the three approaches mentioned above, I will evaluate dynamics that shape 

social settings, norms, and public opinion. 
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News Media Discourse2 

Media discourse analysis has taken greater space in CDA since the rise of this theory and 

methodology as media also taken a greater space in people's lives (Bednarek 2014; Naeem 2025; 

Mullet 2018). News media has also been greatly influenced by their funding and ownership. This 

has impacted the topics addressed and how they are presented (Noam 2009). As media discourse 

shapes the framing of climate change in public opinion, this particular institution becomes one of 

the categories of interpretation. 

Pacific and Western news seem to differ on several topics and even oppose each other in 

particular instances. For modern concepts of climate change, “sustainability” and “resilience” are 

barely mentioned in Western news programs. The data then contradicts the belief that all 

Western media over-emphasize Pacific self-sufficiency. Inversely, the terms are highly used by 

Pacific news media. On the other hand, the use of concepts similar to resilience in Pacific 

framing is integral to the traditional ecological knowledge (Smith 2021). Therefore, the emphasis 

on these two Western concepts might foreground a desire from Pacific news media to use 

Western discourse framing. Hence, their discourse can elaborate on traditional ideas that resonate 

with a wider audience. 

However, both news media also match in several instances for positive and negative phrases, 

which are equally highly used on both sides. News media often appeal to the readers' emotions –

pathos. This ambivalence in the meaning of intense negative and positive framing does not 

provide answers. In this situation, looking at the title or headline offers an alternative to 

determine the degree of importance. Titles in Pacific news advertise assertive requests for 

 
2 For this subsection I will be using Fairclough 3-Dimentional Modal and Van Dijk Sociocognitive approach. 
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climate action. These headlines also promote Pacific community innovation and leadership. The 

following examples retrieved from the software Nvivo perfectly illustrate this distinct framing 

strategy: 

• PACNEWS “Ocean Commissioner Dr Manoni calls for bold Ocean action rooted in Pacific 

voyaging wisdom” (1) 

• The Guam Daily Post: “Urge worldwide action to save the Pacific” (Lu 2024) 

• The Guam Daily Post: “We are building a sustainable future” (Lu 2025) 

• Marshall Island Journal; “Launch of RMI reef projects-Marshall Islands Journal” (2018) 

 Inversely, Western media emphasis geopolitical battle over influence in the Pacific, finance 

of climate crisis, and the threat climate change creates for small island nations. From the 

sociocognitive approach this discursive practice produces an in-group vs out-group dynamic 

building a buffer between the urgency of the crisis for the pacific Islanders vs the implication for 

the rest of the Western world (Van Dijk 2008). 

• Wall Street Journal: 

” The Future of Everything: The Energy&Climate Issus--- The U.S. Military’s Race to 

Save Crucial Missile Test Site: Floods Threaten Marshall Islands. Will Experimental 

New Reefs be the Answer?” (Doug 2024) 

• The Guardians:  

“Low-lying islands pin hopes on UN meeting as sea rise threatens survival; UN general 

assembly to hold special session this week as expert say rises already locked in by 

climate change mean disappearance.” (Srinivasan 2024) 

• The New York Time: 

 

 “Countering China, the U.S Signs a broad Deal to Aid Pacific Nations” (Cave 2022) The 

Financial Time: “Australia offers Tuvalu islanders resident visas to escape effect of 

global warming” (Fildes 2023) 
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The bold format at the top of the document sets the tone for the rest of the text. Each regional 

discourse responds to different expectations. From the Pacific side, article titles are short and 

impactful and illustrate a sense of urgency and desire for leadership. On the other hand, Western 

media chose long title with the use of the passive voice in reference to Pacific Islanders. This 

discourse choice produces a disconnection. Western media distances their audience from 

responsibility and the struggle over climate change. 

  Images in new media are also important as they purposely produce meaning intended to 

match the textual discourse it follows (Ain 2022, Durmaz et al. 2022). For instance, the images 

of damaged housing after heavy storms, or a photography of Pacific leaders taking the stand on 

the UN Stage, can provide further signals of framing choice.  

Western news media often chose images from above of small Island strips, spotlighting the 

smallness and vulnerability of those atolls—shelter to Island communities (Kim September 

2025). Western media also focuses on topics about military maneuvers, technology, or tries to 

appeal to emotion through specific case studies of vulnerable individuals (Brown September 

2025; Doug June 2024). Inversely, Pacific news images seem to emphasize people, communities, 

and Pacific leaders. Close-up shots with people at the center of the image dominate the space 

(Fiji Times June 2022; PacNews July 2024; Tabureguci July 2023). The case studies in Pacific 

news media generate empowerment and positive change. Economic concerns are heavily present 

in textual discourse meanwhile indigenous knowledge does not seem relevant for news media to 

even mentioned it. Foreign influence in Pacific news is substantially debated within the region as 

external governmental institutions are often mentioned. Political ties and geopolitical interest 

bind regional challenges to global webs of power structure. 
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News media are not homogenous entities as they often have different agendas tied to political 

affiliations. Especially in the West, the plurality and intention of news media are diverse. This 

section only provides insight into tendencies in the formatting and wording of articles. The 

understanding of recurring patterns and its effect on the audience shed light to the meaning 

behind the intention. In this research, climate change framing illuminates the complexity around 

discourse as it brings about different emotions tied to the uncomfortable truth of an uncertain 

future.  

Under the Fairclough 3-Dimensional Modal, the interpretation comes as follows. On one 

hand, the desire to fight back against the currently occurring ecological catastrophe seems 

predominant. On the other hand, Western news channels distance themselves from Pacific 

struggles as they concentrate on geopolitical and economic interest. However, little is mentioned 

about the root cause of climate change. This dynamic demonstrates that the global-liberal system 

still shapes discourse which in return influence socio-political actions. 

 

Academic Discourse3 

Additionally, scholars constitute a group in society often granted special respect due to their 

knowledge in their specific discipline. Their extensive production of knowledge through written 

articles, books —and sometimes their presence in media to present their findings— put them in a 

posture of power. Even unintentionally, they are producing certain forms of discourse that 

 
3 For this sub-section I will be using the 3-Dimentional Modal from Fairclough, the critic of scientific universalism, 

and mention the Indigenous methodology theory.  
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influence not only the masses but also politicians and public policies. This is why the research 

considers this particular social group for the research categories. 

Both academic institutions seem to differ the most in comparison to each other. They only 

match levels of reference in four instances. Both discourses highly emphasize positive framing 

but also moderately consider negative outcomes of climate change struggle. Academic articles 

use a more moderate wording in comparison to News media as they attempt to appeal to the 

logos (logical sense) and ethos (credibility and character). Therefore, they must frame the 

thematic issue with earnest intent while keeping in mind the ethical consequences of their 

discourse choice. Exaggerating negative framing could discredit scholars' discourse; while 

underestimating climate change could misrepresent Pacific islander's struggle. Positive framing, 

as it stands for solution-based collaborative and forward thinking, must be stressed for the same 

ethical rules of scientific research: “to do no harm” and benefit those subjects of study 

(Gostin1991). However, the intention behind the similitude in framing could be different in 

Western and Pacific scholarly work. Further analysis is required to shed light on the underlying 

purposes of the discursive practice. 

The use of Western scientific methods coincides in both discourses. In CDA, the discursive 

practice (text production, distribution, and conception) is important since it features different 

social contexts and can reveal underlying power structure (Fairclough 2013). The Discourse- 

Historical approach and post-colonial ecology theory bring forth tools of analysis to explain how 

Western science has become dominant. Modern empirical science as written knowledge fits with 

the Western enlightenment inspired social practice which requires specific standardized formats 

for research validity and publication. After the 80s-90's social scientists have debated on what 

can be considered valid, empirical evidence. They concluded that there is not a single universal 
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epistemology but a multitude of heterogenous epistemologies with varying forms of empirical 

evidence. All the knowledge produced is situated in the belief system of the society from which 

one is from. Therefore, interest is necessarily oriented toward specific topics and produces 

expectations in research configuration (Dominy 2018; Fairclough 2013; Harding 2008; Wodak 

2015). The dominance of Western methodology is not contested as Pacific journal articles adopt 

this form of knowledge production. However, Pacific journal articles also promote oral tradition 

at a high rate; introducing their situated knowledge within the more dominant system of 

scholarly work. MAI journal for instance introduces several articles featuring Māori architecture, 

a traditional methodology of environmental stewardship (Kaiser 2025; Sitter2025). This 

methodology identifies concepts associated with spiritual beliefs that connect the community to 

the land (Kaiser 2025; McDonald 2025). This discourse offers alternative understanding of 

community involvement, promoting traditional ways of knowing and living. The discursive 

practice emphasizing orally transmitted wisdom, constitutive of Pacific Islanders social structure. 

Tuhiwai-Smith, a Pacific scholar, speaks of decolonizing knowledge (Smith L.T.2021). The 

author state traditional indigenous knowledge has been—from the colonial legacy—often 

classified irrelevant or speculative as it did not fit Eurocentric expectations of “true science". 

Western academic work on climate change is unequal to Pacific academics. Yet, traditional 

knowledge is taking more space in the discourse about climate change as it is also mentioned 

moderately in Western academic articles in the past decade. 

From a linguistic perspective the use of traditional ecological concepts specific to Pacific 

Islanders also marks a form of empowerment of native languages. Several articles introduce in 

Māori concepts in corpus predominantly written in English. ʻĀ¯aina”, “Pūrākau”, “mātauranga 

taiao”, “Tāone tupu ora” are few Māori words integrated in the discourse within Pacific 
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academic research articles that reflect understanding of environmental changes (Heron et al. 

2025; Lipsham 2023; McDonald et al. 2025; Sitter et al. 2025; Tait-Wall et al. 2022; Kaiser et al. 

2025). Interaction between two widely differing epistemologies becomes possible as discourses 

intentionally shape social practices to push further ideological agendas. In this case Pacific 

scholars attempt to advance Indigenous knowledge to shape perception of Indigenous 

communities in “global social structure” of academia. The use of methods and frameworks from 

a Western system of knowledge production that is highly selective still offers space for Pacific 

scholars to increase their audience and access internationals stage.  

Data driven solutions are highly used in Western sciences while only mentioned at low-

moderate rates in Pacific academia. The choices reflect different discursive practices shaped by 

distinct narratives of local identity (Fairclough 2013).  

Dr. X4—professor at an American University— expert on the subject of climate change and 

advocate expresses concerns toward the future of the pacific Islanders. His word choices 

highlight the urgency of action “Any dollar spent on mitigation will pay for its many times 

over”. Additionally, he is cognizant of the disparity between different Island Nations as some are 

more vulnerable than others “There is no one-size-fits-all, but the lowest lying islands are 

already in path […] some of the islands will be lost to the sea” (Professor X).“Inevitability” is a 

term repeatedly used when referring to the climate induced migration. He connects sea level rise 

to global warming, a phenomenon induced by human industrial and destructive activities leading 

our civilization closer to the “Tipping Point” or point of no return (Professor X). He also seems 

to be sensitive to TEK as he mentions the ability of local indigenous communities to understand 

 
4 An interview was performed to highlight scientific discourse at the individual level and tie it to the more general 

discourse within the academic institution. 
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the land and master environmental stewardship. Professor X discourse is in accordance with the 

overall Western academic framing with some differences as he is critical of data driven solution 

such as “climate credit” which are far from being enough. 

On one hand, Western scholars follow an order of discourse rooted in Western epistemology 

while acknowledging TEK. On the other hand, Pacific scholars push forward their social identity 

grounded in traditional epistemology. Overall, Pacific and Western scholarly work identify 

clearly different patterns. Western research follows the long-held line of modern empiricism but 

is also influenced by the relevance of indigenous research methods. Even though Pacific Island 

scholars are highly constrained by the hegemonic system of knowledge production from the 

West; they have also used it to their own advantage to promote locally and culturally embedded 

traditional ecological epistemologies.  

 

Political Discourse5 

Political discourse has since the early years of CDA interested researchers that aimed to 

understand power relations through linguistic means (Fairclough 2013; Wodak 2009, 2015).One 

of the observations made through the theory is politicians can use discourse as a means to 

manipulate public opinion in favor of their political agenda (Van Dijk, Teun A. 1997). In 

Addition, it contributes to revealing the use of power legitimized or not and the presence of 

inequality in the social strata. 

 
5 For this subsection, I will be using the Discourse-Historical approach, as well as political ecology and post-colonial 

ecology theory to interpret the results. 
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From this overall table, one striking pattern visible is how Pacific authorities seem to match 

Western authorities' vocabulary patterns. Pacific governments are insisting even further on the 

Western form of thinking. Notice the only difference rests on the recurrence of the term 

“resilience”; which is highly used in the West and moderately mentioned in the Pacific. 

Moreover, Pacific governance is highly influenced by external institutions and financial 

limitations as figures 11 and 12 demonstrate it. This phenomenon can be explained in a broader 

historical and socio-economic context. 

Political ecology posits the interconnectedness between socio-political and environmental 

processes leading to specific power dynamic and inequality (Blaike 1999; Watts 2013). The 

economies in the Pacific Islands are heavily dependent on international funds from the IMF, 

World Bank or from direct foreign government investment such as United State, France or the 

European Union (Congressional Research Service (CRS) 2023; Council of the European Union 

2021; International Monetary Fund 2025; Hezel 2012; Parry 1998; Muhumed 2016). 

Environmental governance in this region is not self-sufficient. Thus, the fund cannot focus solely 

on Pacific community concerns, as it must answer the expectation of external powers. Local 

issues interact directly with global institutions. 

Post-colonial theory shed light on how past colonial interaction affects present dynamic and 

struggle over the dominance of particular system (e.g. Global liberal intuitions sustainable goals 

vs local subsistence). The Island Nations have had past colonial experience, disputed by different 

Nations such as Japan, Great Britain, Germany, France, Spain, Russia and the US (Rapaport 

2013). For instance, the first colonial exploratory lending foot on the Mashall Island was a 

Spanish explorer. A portion of the island cluster was then bought by the German from the 

Spanish; then, during World War II, Japan took over the island chains as a strategic geopolitical 
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control (CIA, June 25, 2025.) Lastly the US defeated the Japanese military and seized the land 

and proceeded to use some of the less inhabited atolls to test nuclear bomb (CIA, June 25, 2025). 

Today, Marshall Islands not only face rising sea level, but also the threat of nuclear waste bunker 

that could end up under water and contaminate everything it encounters (Brown 2013). Similar 

contamination issues have been documented about French Nuclear testing in the South Pacific 

during the Cold War (Firth 1986; Power 1986). Pacific Island communities have since the 

colonial era have been confronted with oppression and lack of sovereignty, which impact their 

political choices in discourse even today. 

Some island nations have gained independence and created their own government structure 

and nation-state system (Connell 1981; Firth 1989). Others such as Guam, Hawaii, Tahiti, New 

Caledonia or American Samoa remain under the governance of Western Powers (Connell 1981; 

Firth 1989). Furthermore, the Marshall Islands, the Federal States of Micronesia or the Republic 

of Palau for instance have signed deliberate Free Association treaty, which makes the US to be 

the primary financial aid coming into the country (US Department of State, December 6, 2024). 

The fragmentation and political affiliations with external powers can affect governance and 

influence climate actions and discourse for low-income nations. 

Under the Discourse Historical approach, the intertextual similitude of institutional discourse 

demonstrates a hegemony of Western ideology of climate change discourse. The discursive 

strategy —the way language is used to achieve particular goals— however, can be interpreted 

under the prism of Fairclough 3D model of analysis which considers power relation on 3 

different levels (Fairclough 2013). At the macro level, Pacific authorities might have considered 

emphasizing the Western concept as a means to achieve certain goals. The increasing desire to 

voice the needs of their community conflicts with the need to access certain partnerships and 
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funds. Consenting to applying Western ideology in their discourse —even though it seems to 

support the dominant group— can demonstrate a shift in power relations. The interlocutors in 

government legislation and report are both Pacific residents (part of the in-group) and Western 

leaders (part of the out-group). As climate change is fundamentally transforming their lives, 

applying a Western framework becomes an intentional use as a leverage to introduce their 

prospective. One example of introducing Pacific perspectives in Western inspired socio-political 

systems is the use of Talanoa dialogue during UNCC COP 23 specific to Pacific framework of 

discourse (see page 3). Pacific Island leaders are at the forefront of the climate debate on the 

global stage demonstrating self-empowerment and clear understanding of the power relations at 

play. 

In the political realm, it appears that negative framing is less emphasized than in academia or 

news media. Inversely, all institutions on both sides highly underscore positive framing. 

Considering the importance of emotional involvement and appeal to the audience, political 

discourses are intentionally focusing on positive action and downplaying negative outcomes. 

Political leaders are actors of the order of discourse —they highly influence the circulation of 

discourse in society— their line of discourse target specific expectation influencing power 

relations (Fairclough 2019; Foucault 1971). The Pacific leader's dilemma lies in the need to 

protect their nations from the harm caused by disruption of weather patterns along with 

maintaining strong relationships with external political power. The intention behind targeted 

political discourse: obtain collaboration and partnership, fundings and other forms of favors out 

of interest for their communities. 
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On the other hand, Western political institutions' interest in Pacific Island nations is strategic 

as their influence on the Pacific region strengthens geopolitical power. Therefore, their framing 

strategy of Pacific Island nations reflects those expectations. 

This example perfectly illustrates Western state intentions toward Pacific communities: 

“The EU will continue to promote key EU economic interests, principles and objectives 

including on sustainable development towards ensuring a strong, balanced and inclusive socio-

economic recovery and growth as well as sound macroeconomic policies, institutional capacity 

building and support for regional integration. The EU will foster dialogue with likeminded 

countries of the Indo-Pacific region by crafting forward-looking growth enhancement strategies 

for a resilient and sustainable rebound of our economies (Council of the European Union 2021)” 

This piece was directly quoted from the General Council of the European Union, as the 

conclusion statement over partnership “EU Strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific"(2021). 

The discourse focuses on solutions favorable to Western interest, also offers a chance to impose 

Western views and omit from challenging the capitalist and extractive system that created the 

issue to begin with.  

The asymmetrical relationship caused by colonial past and current globalized economic 

system has produced Western hegemonic discourse —highly influencing Pacific political 

discourse. Pacific leaders assimilate Western framing and concepts as a need to find common 

ground to further advance local agenda toward the safeguard of their Island Nations. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

Climate change discourses vary in two directions. First there are major differences between 

the two world views. Pacific discourse highlights urgent need for action, quest for justice, 

community involvement and traditional Knowledge. Western discourse finds great interest in 

advancing geopolitical interest, producing data driven and scientifically anchored knowledge and 

solutions. Unfortunately, it also results in downplaying responsibilities and using passive voice 

when addressing the Pacific Island community. There are clearly a divide and disproportion in 

power relation, with Western institutions creating the global power structure leading to this 

imbalance. As funding is part of climate discourse, Western discourse has control over how 

strategies should be framed. However, Pacific Islanders' elites are using Western institutions to 

legitimize their cause and have become leaders of the sustainable climate movement. The second 

dynamic happens within these regional discourses. Each institution reflects specific sub-

discourse. The most diverse sub-discourses are found in the Pacific framework; scholars in this 

region focus and succeed in introducing traditional knowledge into mainstream academia. Pacific 

media draw attention to Pacific leaders and call for action toward climate solution while pacific 

governance seems to push further Western sustainability discourse as a means to maintain 

partnership and collaboration. However, this partnership between Pacific and Western 

governance also creates constraints on the elaboration and application of strategies.  

Discourse is dynamic and interactive, from local to global; both seem to shape and influence 

the other even though the overall system of Western dominance persists. Discourse within the 
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Pacific community is not homogenous. Each institution combats or reflects internal dynamics 

shaped by and shaping global discourse. Even though Traditional Ecological Knowledge has 

been established in the academic sphere, further work is needed for its introduction into the 

media and the political realm. Opening a discourse toward incorporating TEK locally and 

globally could bring feasible solutions in accordance with local understandings of weather 

patterns and change. 
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APPENDIX B 

TABLE. 3 

100 MOST USED WORD_ NVIVO SOFTWARE (ALL CATEGORIES INCLUDING) 

 

Word Length Count 

climate 7 20082 

change 6 14113 

pacific 7 11887 

islands 7 7846 

development 11 6925 

national 8 5593 

health 6 5220 

management 10 4819 

adaptation 10 4633 

island 6 4259 

regional 8 3961 

support 7 3816 

level 5 3759 

data 4 3704 

government 10 3625 

policy 6 3594 

including 9 3539 

risk 4 3501 

2021 4 3474 

environmental 13 3399 

project 7 3384 

international 13 3317 

community 9 3144 

energy 6 3103 

disaster 8 3080 

land 4 3077 

global 6 3055 

ocean 5 3034 

impacts 7 3002 

economic 8 2993 

countries 9 2951 
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Word Length Count 

2022 4 2946 

based 5 2945 

report 6 2940 

region 6 2931 

states 6 2928 

2020 4 2903 

social 6 2882 

fiji 4 2876 

resources 9 2875 

people 6 2839 

resilience 10 2838 

water 5 2826 

research 8 2717 

action 6 2659 

coastal 7 2630 

high 4 2620 

plan 4 2605 

capacity 8 2532 

sustainable 11 2531 

communities 11 2524 

local 5 2507 

tuvalu 6 2479 

systems 7 2473 

environment 11 2471 

human 5 2458 

2023 4 2422 

world 5 2406 

framework 9 2402 

food 4 2381 

public 6 2354 

marine 6 2351 

year 4 2316 

areas 5 2314 

2018 4 2248 

emissions 9 2213 

information 11 2199 

future 6 2154 

country 7 2139 
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Word Length Count 

2019 4 2131 

implementation 14 2123 

access 6 2118 

knowledge 9 2109 

united 6 2066 

well 4 1975 

natural 7 1967 

coral 5 1957 

within 6 1954 

assessment 10 1947 

activities 10 1932 

across 6 1931 

services 8 1916 

figure 6 1893 

impact 6 1880 

state 5 1879 

species 7 1876 

related 7 1872 

strategy 8 1865 

work 4 1864 

nations 7 1863 

infrastructure 14 1856 

2015 4 1851 

fisheries 9 1834 

results 7 1818 

women 5 1805 

2016 4 1781 

vanuatu 7 1779 

security 8 1763 

projects 8 1760 

kiribati 8 1751 
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