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To establish the Fhnt Hills Prairie National Monument.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
M a y  16, 1991

Mr. G lic k m a n  (for himself, Mr. S l a t t e r y ,  Mrs. M e y e r s  of Kansas, Mr. 
H o a g i a n d ,  Mr. R ic h a r d s o n ,  Mr. L e v in e  of California, Mr. L e h m a n  
of California, Mr. K o s t m a y e r ,  Mr. O w e n s  of Utah, Mr. L e w is  of Geor­
gia, Mr. D a r d e n ,  Mr. M u r p h y , and Mr. G e jd e n s o n )  introduced the 
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Interior and Insu­
lar Affairs

A BILL
To establish the Flint Hills Prairie National Monument.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT.

4 (a) In  G e n e r a l .— In order to preserve a part of the

5 tallgrass prairie in the Flint Hills of Kansas, to protect

6 the area’s unique environmental features, and to interpret

7 the historic, natural, and cultural characteristics of that

8 area; including rural farming and ranching activities,

9 there is hereby established in the State of Kansas, the



1 Flint Hills Prairie National Monument (hereinafter in this

2 Act referred to as the “ monument” ).

3 (b) A r e a  I n c lu d e d .— The monument shall consist

4 of the lands, waters, and interests therein comprising ap-

5 proximately 10,894 acres lying along Highway 177 be-

6 tween Interstate 70 and the Kansas Turnpike immediately

7 north of Strong City, Kansas, known as the Spring Hill

8 Ranch as generally depicted on the map entitled “ Bounda-

9 ry Map, Flint Hills Prairie National Monument” , num-

10 bered —, and dated — . The map shall be on file and

11 available for public inspection in the offices of the Nation-

12 al Park Service, Department of the Interior. The Secre-

13 tary of the Interior (hereinafter in this Act referred to as

14 the “ Secretary” ) may make minor revisions in the bounda-

15 ry of the monument.

16 SEC. 2. ADMINISTRATION.

17 (a) In G e n e r a l .— The Secretary shall administer

18 the monument in accordance with this Act and with the

19 provisions of law generally applicable to units of the na-

20 tional park system, including the Act entitled “An Act to

21 establish a National Park Service, and for other pur-

22 poses” , approved August 25, 1916 (39 Stat. 535; 16

23 TJ.S.C. 1-4) and the Act of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat.

24 666; 16 U.S.C. 461-467). In the administration of such

25 monument, the Secretary may utilize such statutory au-
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1 thority as may be available to him for the conservation

2 of wildlife and natural resources as he deems necessary

3 to cariy out the purposes of this Act. After notice and

4 opportunity for public comment, but not later than 3 years

5 after the acquisition of the property referred to in section

6 1 the Secretary shall publish a management plan for the

7 monument. Such plan shall provide for the preservation

8 of tallgrass prairie in the monument and for the interpre-

9 tation of historic, natural, and cultural characteristics, in-

10 eluding rural farming and cattle ranching in the Flint

11 Hills.

12 (b) D o n a t io n s .— Notwithstanding any other provi-

13 sion of law, the Secretary may accept and expend dona-

14 tions of funds, property, or services from individuals, foun-

15 dations, corporations, or public entities for the purpose of

16 providing services and facilities which he deems consistent

17 with the purposes of this Act.

18 SEC. 3. ACQUISITION OF LAND.

19 (a) G e n e r a l  A u t h o r i t y .— The Secretary may ac-

20 quire lands, or interests therein, within the boundaries of

21 the monument by donation, purchase with donated or ap-

22 propriated funds, or exchange, except that no lands, or

23 interests therein, may be acquired for purposes of the

24 monument without the consent of the owner thereof. No

3
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1 condemnation or eminent domain authority is granted to

2 the Secretaiy under this bill.

3 (b) P a y m e n ts  in  L ie u  o f  T a x e s .— Units of local

4 government in which lands acquired for purposes of the

5 monument are located shall be eligible for payments in lieu

6 of taxes in accordance with chapter 69 of title 31 of the

7 United States Code. In addition to such payments, an

8 amount equal to the total of all grazing fees received by

9 the Secretary during any fiscal year for grazing on lands

10 within the monument shall be made available by the Secre-

11 tary, subject to annual appropriation, to Chase County,

12 Kansas, during the next fiscal year to be used by the coun-

13 ty for any public purpose.

14 SEC. 4. ADVISORY COMMISSION.

15 (a) E s t a b l is h m e n t .— There is hereby established

16 the Flint Hills National Monument Advisoiy Commission

17 (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the “ Commission” ).

18 The Commission shall advise the Secretary of the Interior

19 on matters pertaining to the development of a manage-

20 ment plan, and the management and operation of the

21 monument.

22 (b) M e m b e rsh ip .— The Commission shall consist of

23 11 members appointed by the Secretary—

4
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1 (1) 5 of whom shall be owners or operators of

2 farm or ranch property within the immediate vicinity

3 of the monument;

4  (2) 1 of whom shall be chosen from a list sub-

5 mitted by the Governor o f Kansas;

6 (3) 3 of whom shall be elected officials of af-

7 fected local governments; and

8 (4) 2 of whom shall be representatives of con-

9 servation organizations.

10 (c) Term s.— Members shall be appointed to the Com-

11 mission for a term of 3 years. A  member may serve after

12 the expiration of his term until his successor has taken

13 office.

14 (d) Ch air perso n ; V a c a n c ie s .— The Secretaiy shall

15 designate 1 of the members o f  the Commission who is a

16 permanent resident of Chase County, to serve as Chairper-

17 son. Vacancies on the Commission shall be filled in the

18 same manner in which the original appointment was made.

19 Members of the Commission shall serve without compensa-

20 tion, but the Secretary is authorized to pay expenses rea-

21 sonably incurred by the Commission in carrying out its

22 responsibilities under this Act on vouchers signed by the

23 Chairperson.
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1 (e) F e d e r a l  A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e  A c t .—  Section

2 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App)

3 shall not apply to the Commission.

4 SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

5 There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such

6 sums as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of

7 this Act.

O
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