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Letter from the

Loi ngd
Khéng khi lanh van tran v& thanh phd Wichita nhd bé, hai lanh
nhu sdn sang len 13i khdp noi. MUa déng cé vé rat mubn
kéo dai su séng clia no, cd |8 vi thé ngudi ta can
mot sy 4m 4p cua sé chia. Nhitng su sé chia bao
gi® cling c6 gid tri nang gilr tdm hdn khi né dén kip
lGc. Rat c6 thé vi do nhitng bdn rén, dn a0 cla nhip
sbng 1am cho chuing ta d6i khi cdm théy lac 16ng...
Nhungta biét rang muaxuan dadén, dm ap, ndngnan.
“Xuén xuén oi xuén da vé..” Loi bai hat nghe am
vang moi noi, thé 13 mot cai Tét nita lai dén vdi moi
nha, nhét 1 vdi nhitng ngudi Viét Nam xa x& nhu
chung ta. Nhitng d4u hiéu clia qué huong, ctia ngay sum
hop..ta nghe nhu hoi Xuan van thoang thodng noi dau
d6 & noi chdn ngudi, va vi Tét C8 Truyén van ludn cén ké.
Thay mat Hoi Sinh Vién Viét Nam tai trudong dai hoc Wichita
State, xin cdm on cdc ban nganh trong Cong Ddng Viét

e Nam Wichita, cac quy vi an
Thank you everyone for all your support to VSA. I wish you .han 3 nhit 13 cic thanh
all a happy New Years filled with prosperity and happiness?? i

viéen d3 nhiét tinh dng hd va
giup d& HOI Sinh Vién trong
nam qua. Xin chdc moi ngudi va moi nha mdt mla xuan an lanh.
Chu tjch Hi Sinh Vién

Mai Hoang

Y. AND

Getting the Most out of Your
College Experience

The primary reason why you go to college is to
gain the experience needed for a career. Hence,
to have a rewarding career, according to research,
two things are needed: academic work and career
preparation. In turn, academic and career success
means you have to figure out how to get the most
of your college experience. How?

Academic work

To avoid wasting time and money when you
change your mind and switch from major to ma-
jor, choose a major that enables you to obtain dif-
ferent career positions after graduation. Pursue a
major that will guarantee a paycheck, and if you
want to minor in something, choose a field that
can expand your chances of employment.

o Attend classes regularly. Research finds a di-
rect relationship between class attendance and
grades.

o Involve in classroom discussion. This will help
you understand and remember the material. Your
participation can help other students, too.

o Explore learning strategies and use those that
help you understand and remember the material,
and especially think critically.

o Take advantage of all support/services from
your professors, teaching assistants, academic
advisors, the library, learning centers and your
peers.

o Devote enough time for academic work. A re-
search finds that students who spent 40 hours or
more a week mostly received the A grade.

Letter from the Advisor
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Career preparation = "
Try to get real-world work experience related to your
major through internships. Research reveals that
students with internship experiences are usually
more satisfied with their first jobs and have better
starting earnings. If no internships are available, then
try to get relevant work experience on campus or in
the community. In the meantime, take advantage of
available career services on campus (e.g. career fairs,
career-building organizations, honors societies, strat-
egies to get hired, etc). Participate in some campus
activities (e.g. volunteer work, community service,
peer tutoring, student government, etc). Research
shows that involving in extracurricular helps develop
leadership skills, and those involved become more
positive with their academic work and thus they are
more likely to graduate. Manage your time wisely so
that you have enough time for both academic work
and extracurricular activities. - Dr. Anh Tran

Suggested Readings
Secrets of the most successful college students.
http://ideas time.com/2013/03/13/secrets-of-the-most-successful-
college-students/
Summer internships: Benefits beyond college.
http://northernarizonanews.com/blog/2012/04/30/summer-intern-
ships-benefits-beyond-college/




Hi everyone!
| would like to share a super awesome
hobby I've been doing for a couple years now for my church.
' This hobby is not only enjoyable, but has left a positive influence on my life. My hobby
is being a Huynh Truong (Youth Leader) for an organization called Thieu Nhi Thanh The (Vietnamese
Eucharistic Youth Society) at a small church called St. Anthony. We are a nonprofit organization
around the world aiming to not only just educate and train the youth and helping them become
a better person, but being a terrific Christian as well. By educating the youth about God’s word we
hope to promote a generation that places Jesus Christ in the center of their lives for the rest of their
life. In fact we have five important principles we encourage what our youth should do each day. First
principle is to try to live God’s word every day. Second principle is to love and adore the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Third principle is to adore the Vietnamese Martyrs, and try to follow their examples to become
better Christians. Fourth principle is to love and obey the Pope. Fifth principle is to improve humanity,
protect the Vietnamese culture and traditions. Of
course even myself | am not able to follow those five
principles exactly every day, but | try my best to. The
satisfaction of being able to meet these kids every
Sunday at my church and leading them into a more
ideal and spiritual life gives a sense of accomplishment
for me. | may be a leader now, but | know that’s not true
forever. The younger generations will eventually be the
leaders of tomorrow, so | feel it’s important for them to
come to Thieu Nhi and take something useful that they

can use for the rest of their lives. '

- Peter Nguyen

The Vietnamese Buddhist Youth Association, (BYA or
GDPT), is a faith-based youth organization that seeks to im-
bue its members with Buddhist ethics. It has been in exis-
tence for over 70 years in Vietnam and now it is spreading
in Oversea Vietnamese communities. Tri Pho is one of the
approximately 60 local chapters of The Vietnamese Bud-
dhist Youth Association in the United States under Tinh Kh-
iet Region. The purpose of the BYA can be stated as follows
to answer the question, “Why do we exist?”:

1. To produce and nurture genuine Buddhists in members
of all ages (Constructing the individual).

2. To participate in building a society in accordance with
Buddhist Teachings (Constructing the society).

Moral Values- (Dic Hanh The) Five Morals that a BYA
member needs to practice daily:

1. Diligence (Tinh Tan): always progress toward the goals of
the Vietnamese Buddhist Youth Association and Buddhism.
2. Forgiveness (Hy Xd): always be happy, forgiving, and joy-
ful: trying to bring happiness to all beings and know when
to sacrifice for others.

3. Purity (Thanh Tinh): Always be pure in body, speech,
thought, and action. Always lead a simple and modest life.
4. Wisdom (Tri Tué): Always have a broad knowledge and
an accurate understanding of all subjects.

5. Compassion (TU Bi): Always brings happiness in order to
reduce miseries for all beings. Know how to use only kind
words and gracious gestures to bring peace and happiness
to all beings. Know how to conduct charity to help all be-
ings. Motto- Cham Ngdén “Bi-Tri-Dling".

Three Virtues/Mottos every GDPT Youth members
and leaders are advised to follow: Compassion (TU
Bi): means sympathetic concern for the suffering of
another being. A Buddhist living by the principle of
compassion will be affected by the sufferings of oth-
ers, including all living animals. A Buddhist will not
perform actions that cause the suffering but bring
happiness to all beings. Wisdom (Tri Tué): means un-
derstanding that which is true and right. Ignorance
will not be accepted by a Buddhist. Everything must
be clearly understood. Also, a Buddhist need to help
others cultivate their wisdom so they too can learn
to understand what is true and right and skillful.
Bravery (Ding Manh): means courage and diligence.
Do not be fearful or cowardly.

- Gia Dinh Phat Tu Tri Pho (Buddhist Youth Group)




VSA attended the Annual Vietnamese Interacting As One (VIA-1) Midwest Welcoming the new Fall Semester with our Back to School BASH at

conference in lowa City, IA during the Spring of 2013. This was WSU VSA first McAdams Park. This event was to welcome our old and incoming

appearence, joining with our fellow VSA members throughout the midwest members to VSA. Volleyball, flag football, and food!
region. We also took home 1st place for the Cultural Compettition! iy : : - '
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With a new semester coming‘kinto play, we held a social event at Boba Zone fo
our members and cabinet to enjoy each other’s company during the Summe
break. We had also just finished with our Food Order/Delivery fundraiser Success
thanks to our harworking members!:)

) i i

year with the

“S2Wcommunity and on the WSU Campus. We would set up a booth for students to create

~ lanterns and learn about the traditions of the Moon Festival. As for the community

event, we team up with the Vietnamese Community (Cdng Ddng VietNam) to host a
Little “Miss” Pageant and Lantern Contest.
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Miss Vietnam of wichita
is a pageant held annually here in the
Vietnamese Community of Wichita, Kansas.
This event is much more than a beauty
pageant. The event allows an opportunity
for young Vietnamese-American females
to represent themselves as a part of the
Vietnamese-American community. They are
people who have kept the acknowledgement
and traditional practices of the Vietnamese
culture. They were able to accomplish and
display one of the most difficult tasks a person
can face, courage. Throughout the preparation
of this event, the participants work diligently
to surpass their fears,
overcome stereotypes,
and show persistent
efforts to express their
favorite aspects of their
native culture. The
meaning of this pageant
can be interpreted in
many ways, but as to
how | see it.

This event truly gives a great opportunity
for participants to overcome their fears
and become arole modelforotheryoung
people in the community. Being able to
gather up the courage and the
confidence to express themselves

in front of a large crowd is

an amazing accomplishment.

- Thuy Van Le

Why did you decide participate in Miss
Vietnam and what meaning does this
event bring to you?

“At first, | participated in the pageant for
fun. Then, | thought that being on stage
was pretty nice way of letting people know
about yourself.”

What was your most unforgettable
moment during the pageant?

“The moment before the pageant started
all the girls were super nervous. Then, we
got together and cheered each other up.
It was nice and we did have great time
together.”

Were there fears that you felt you’ve
overcomed?

“I have stage fright. Answering questions
and performing in a contest in front of
an audience was hard. There is so much
pressure. | was glad | was able to overcome
it until the end.”

What would you like inform future
participants about joining the
pageant?

“The pageant might force you to do this
or that and there are many steps to get
participants ready to be on stage. In the
end, the pageant brings you confidence
and girls should be proud of themselves.
Believe in yourself and you’ll be ready to
face everything in front of you.”

Can you share any knowledge you
have gained during your term as
Miss Vietnam 2013?

“Overcome stage fright and became
more confident in myself in front of
others as well as a large audience.
Don’t be afraid to be yourself”

““Keep tryin
until you ge
the results that
you expect.”

Howwouldyoudefine “confidence”
and “beauty”?

“When you can show people what
your abilities even when you are
afraid of showing it. | would call that
confidence. Confidence can bring you
success because you believe in your
abilities, this can cause people to
believe in you. Beauty is not just the
outlook, your personality is the main
thing people care about. People love to
know a person with a good personality,
so your behavior determines your
beauty.”




VSA participates in SHOCKTOBER Fest taking First Prize in Capture the
Flag. Team members: Tony Le, Mai Hoang, Peter Nguyen, Nhat Pham, Tuan '
Nguyen, Andy Luu, Hoang Phung, Thanh Dao. One of the year’s most devastating events was the Typhoon Haiyan. VSA wanted to show
- our efforts to help the people in need (Phillipines, Vietnam, etc). The saying goes, “every
penny counts” is truly a valued statement to us. We sold baked goods and Chao Ga (chicken
porridge) to raise money for the cause. In 3 hours, we raised over $200 to be sent out
through the American Red Cross.

'“' _‘_-:._-:,--:!:. =T

VSA annually takes participation at the Asian Festival of Wichita. Membe . _ e 2 SA’s Christmas Potluck
come together in order to represent the Vietnamese Culture. We are pa B night of karaoke, company, and FOOD! :) Everyone truly enjoyed a fun-filled

of the showcase (performances) as well as selling Vietnamese food to night and stuffed our appetites with delicious Christmas homemade dishes.
fundraise for the organization. :)
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Chiéc Quin Vé&i Bn

Tuy réng twa @& 13 chuyén quan va ddy thun nhung that ra nhén vét
chinh & ddy khéng phai quin véi thun ddu ma 13 v@ than tugng clia Né.

Gidi tré ngay nay hay c6 mdt nhén vit ndo dé dé than tugng, c6
ngudi thin tuwgng nhitng ngudi thanh cdng trong cudc séng, nhirng
ngudi ki€ém dugc nhidu tign hay nhitng ngudi cé myc dich séng dep,
gitip ich cho nhidu ngudi. Cé nhitng ngudi tré ho lai than tugng nhitng
anh chang cd nang la ca s, dién vién dep trai, xinh géi, hdt hay, déng
phim gidi, choi thé thao xudt sic.

N6 cling c6 mét than tugng, thin tugng clia N6 khong kiém ra tién,
khéng gitp gi to 1én cho x& héi, cling khdng chei thé thao, khéng déng
phim cling khéng héat hay, ma té nhét 13 cling khéng dep trai nita chir.
A ma néi cho dung thi 1a khéng con dep trai chir khong phéi 12 khéng
dep trai, N6 cling chi nghe ké 13 c6 nhigu ngudi theo dudi nén chic 13
d3 tirng dep trai, hoc gidi thi chic 13 gidi rdi, lai cling chi nghe néi thoi
chir khéng ¢6 gi d€ chirng minh ¢a. Than tugng clia N6 bay gidr tdm
muoi séu tudi rdi, téc thl mudi nhidu hon tiéu, 13 céi 13 tiéu vin ra chir
khéng phai toan mudi. Ngé véy d6, téc Ngoai N6 cong dai thi bac tring
cdn médy cong ngdn cyut mdi moc thi den thui. Nhin téc Ngoai, N6 thém
trirng ga ludc chdm mudi tiéu. Ong Ngoai la than tugng clia Né.

N6 nghe méy di clia N6 ké lai I3 hdi nhd N6 dugc Ngoai cung 18m, cir
mdi khi méy di dinh phat vi N6 phé phéch gi d6 1a Né chay U di ki€ém
Ngoai rdi nip sau lung Ngoai dé khéng bj di phat. N6 cling ma lanh
I&m. Tuy la N6 khéng nhé chuyén nh& Ngoai lam & dii che ché cho N6,
nhung N6 nhé hoai trai 6i Ngoai dé danh, cét trén cdy cdt cao, céi ciy
cdt clia gian bdu hay gidan mudp clia Ngoai, phai néi trai 8i d6 ngon
ngot 18m luén. N6 cling nhé hét mit 1Ui tro cia Ngoai hay cho N6 &n
nira. Ngay d6, ba ngoai ndu com béng cdi bép trdu, ding v tréu dé
gitr Ira, trdu 13 tir hat lGa sau khi qua méy cha thi tich ra khoi hat gao.
N6 cling khéng con nhé rd bép tru nhin nhur thé& ndo nira nhung bép
trdu to hon bép cli, to hon bép than va d& nhém Ilra nhat. N6 chi nhé
3 tréu dugc d8 xung quanh tir trén xudng, sau khi chdy hét chui xuéng
duéi, ngoai phai I8y cdy cli dép dép xung quanh bép cho tréu chay
xubng gilr cho ngon clia khéng bj tit. RBi ngoai phai 18y cdy sit dai
dai, nhd nhd khéu tro den ra, tro cdn &m I3 6ng ngoai thiy hot mit vao
nudng. Cur ti€p tuc khéu tro néng ra phii 1én hot mit cho chin dén, lam
mdt hbi 14 N6 ¢ hdt mit thom lirng, mén #n vit khodi khdu clia N6,
dira tré mién qué ngheo. N6 nhé nhirng trira hé Ngoai nh& N6 nhé téc
bac cho Ngoai. Phai néi céi cong viéc ngdi mot chd lan tim nhitng soi
téc tréng 1a cd médt cye hinh cho mét dira nhéc dang tudi ham choi. N6
chuwa bao gidr ngdi yén dugce ndm phit, nhd chura durgc ndm soi 13 N6
d3 chay bién di choi rdi. Vy ma Ngoai chura mét 3n bdt N6 phai ngbdi
lai nhé téc cho Ngoai. Téi bay gitr thi méi téc clia Ngoai d4 tring nhu
cudc, tuy Né.hay choc |3 téc Ngoai chia ra di bén phuong tdm hudng
nhung phai cong nhén Ngoai rit dep 130 véi méi téc mau méy nay.
Ngay cdn nhd, Ngoai d8i véi N6 nhu mét birc tudng virng chdc, mét
dng Ngoai uyén bac cé thé trd 1&i hét tat tan tat nhitng cdu hdi ngd
ngén cla N6.

M6t 8ng Ngoai cé6 mdt vurdin cdy vdi dl thir &i, thanh long, chuéi...
Mt &ng Ngoai it khi cudi. N6 vao I6p mot thi Ngoai N6 di My, ca chyc
ndm trdi, tat ca ki orc v@ Ngoai N6 nhd KT 1dm, tir tréi 6i trén gidn bau,
hét mit 1Ui tro, ¢ s¢i téc bac nira. Cho téi béy gidy gia dinh N6 doan ty
véi Ngoai N6, duge nghe nhiu chuyén ngay xua clia Ngoai,
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N6 cang th@n tugng Ngoai hon nita. By gi&r cudc séng clia Ngoai
d& bét lo toan céi &n cdi mic, ¢b ching 13 lo cho cudc sdng bon bé
khéng dl thei gian dé &n, A€ ngl, lo cong &n viéc 1am cho con, ma
lo nhét Ia chuy@n hoc hanh cGa dém chéu. Tuy lo nhung Ngoai curdi
nhidu hon, d€ 16 ham rang cdi cdn cdi mat. Ngoai hay cudi véi Il
chéu choai choai mudi may, hai mdy todn néi tiéng Viét va ddm nhéc
ti lo&t chodt toan néi ti€ng Anh.

Ngoai hay néi véi con chdu, cudc déi clia Ngoai “ba chim bdy néi
chin 1&nh dénh”. Mudi tdm tudi dd 13 anh thdy gido day chir cho
trudng lang. Clng vi 12 thay gido, 1a tri thirc ma Ngoai phéi di tu
trong thdi chién tranh logn lac. Ngoai cling tirng 13 sTquan cénh sét
rdi lai bj di tu I&n hai sau khi chién tranh két thic. Cudc séng trong
tl khé cyre, €6 ldc ngudi ta tuwding Ngoai d3 chét nén dem Ngoai vao
nha xdc, may thay cé ngudi phat hién Ngoai cdn séng nén lai dua ra.
O gin ngoai, N6 méi thdy trén quy nhitng gi N6 cé hdm nay. Théy
Ngoai gom tirng t& gidy médy dira em N6 v& vdi cdn mt mit tréng
dé danh, tirng méu bat chi mau ngdn, Ngoai cling cit vao hdp. Cé
[3n doc thu di N6 g&i vé ké chuyén thdy Ngoai dem lon bia di bén,
N6 doc thu ma s8ng mili cay cay. A, nhic téi ddy N6 mdi nhé téi céi
quan véi bdn s¢i ddy thun clia Ngoai. Hom sang Ngoai choi, N6 thdy
Ngoai loay hoay trong phdng, cdm céi quin véi con dao, N6 khéng
ngac nhién I8m véi chuyén Ngoai ty stra quin 40, moi chuyén Ngoai
d8u ty minh 1am, rdt it khi nhe con chau, Ngoai néi ty 1am cling 13
céch rén strc khoé, luyén trf nhé, tip cho d3u 6¢c minh min. N6 hdi
Ngoai mudn sira 1am sao dé N6 gitp. Ngoai N6 nhidn nhé: “Té cha
bay, khéng biét 1am réng véi né”

N6 véi I8y cai qudn clia Ngogi coi, Thi ra Ngoai mudn thay s¢i déy
thun quan ma dung hét strc cling khéng kéo sgi day thun cli ra dugc
dé ludn sgi thun mdi vao. N6 cudirdi néi Ngoai dé N6 dem vé théo
ra coi sao. Trdi dét oi, vé nha thdo banh céi lung quén ra thi N6 phét
hién bén trong lung quin khéng nhirng cé mét ma c6 tdi ba s¢i thun
khac nhau, ma sgi nao s¢i ndy né gidn dén ndi khdng con gidn thém
dugc nira, ba s¢i thun xoén vao nhau nén Ngoai m&i khong 16i tirng
s@i ra dugc. Aiddi thdi dai ndm hai ngan khéng trdm mudi méy & xir
M§ ndy ma Ngoai N6 cdn ri-cy-cd téi sir dyng céi quin nay t&i ba lan,
chuén bj qua [3n thi¥ tw nhu 6ng Ngoai clia N6. N6 ngdm ngui thay
i thun méi cho Ngoai, cdi quén ndy ding 13 c6 mdt khdng hai trong
dong ho Déng. NG tin 1a ca ddi Ngoai, s6 [8n Ngoai ty mua quén do
méi cho Ngoai chic dém trén mét ban tay van con nhu ngdn tay.

Nh& ¢6 Ngoai, nh& cai quiin clia Ngoai, nhdr cudc séng gian dj clia
Ngoai ma N6 c6 mdt twong lai twoi séng, cé xe hoi di hoc, cé quan do
giay dép di mau dd ki€u. N6 biét khéng chi riéng Ngoai clia N6 ma
¢6 biét bao 6ng Ngoai khéc cling hy sinh ca ddi cho con, cho chdu cé
cudc sdng sung tlic & ddy, hém nay. Cang thdn tuwgng Ngoai, N6 ty
nhéc nhé bén than phai c8 gdng hon nira, hoc cho N6, cho tuong lai
clia N6 va hoc cho Ngoai N6 ni¥a Ngoai N6 hay nhic nhy N6 qua ddy
con tré, phdi lo hoc, Ngoai bdy gier mudn hoc cling khéng hoc dugc
nira, hoc trudc quén sau. Nhiu lic N6 13m biéng, N6 ty dén vit ban
thén, phdi nhé |&i Ngoai dé€ N6 thém c8 géng, wéc mo clia N6 to Ién
I&m, d6 |a dugc thdy Ngoai N6 ngdi & hang ghé trén cao trong ngay
I& N6 ra trudmg. Ding rdil N6 phai bit Ngoai N6 hira di dy 1€ tét
nghiép clia N6 méi dugc, ngdy mai phai bdt Ngoai N6 hira.

-PHB

*“Freshmen!! If you go to college and does not join
a student organization like the VSA...you're going to
have a bad day!”” _Dinh Dinh

“Nhgn dip ndm méi, ndm GIAP NGQ 2014. Xin kinh chic cac
bgn strc khée doi dao, van sy nhw y, nha nha hanh phic va tran
day tiéng cudi. Riéng vé VSA, chic f'u’;‘)i sinh vién Viet Nam ngay,
cang I&n manh dé tiép tuc xdy dyng tinh than doan két, gilr gin
vén hod dén tdc va san sinh nhiéu phong trao vin nghé y nghia

 ““The Vietnamese student association here at WSU is a great or-
ganization that has great members and events that are not only
for the students but some for the Vietnamese community here
in Wichita as well. They have been very friendly and welcoming

since I've joined and I've made some unforgettable memories with
them.

13 tno [én??
An mau choéng Ién -Hoang Phung

“¢Shout out to VSA for having another
successful year! And happy new year to all

my friends & family” -Kim Nguyen

*Happy New Year!!! I hope that my parents will be more healthy
and happy. To my siblings, panda, and all my friends, I wish they
will achieve all their New Year resolutions, be more successful

than last year”’ -Hoa Ly
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VIETNAMESE STUDENT ASSOCIATION

Vietnamese [_unar New Year
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