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L et me call an Uber.”
With the swipe of a finger, you 

call for a ride and a driver pulls 
up in a matter of minutes, ready to take 
you to your next destination.

Wichita State grad student Easton 
Herring works as a driver for rideshare 
apps such as Uber and Lyft to earn extra 
money while attending college.

“It's super flexible,” Herring said. “So 
anytime I would get out of class and 
have a few hours, I'd go do Lyft or Uber 
or whichever one, and run both the apps 
at the same time. It just kind of maxi-
mizes your rides, so I would get a call for 
Lyft and then I'd switch my Uber off.”

Herring was first introduced to 
rideshare while on a trip in Boston. The 
conversations he had with his drivers 
sparked his interest in working as a 
driver himself. 

“I went to Boston three years ago and 

went and watched the Red Sox play 
and just talked to my Uber drivers and 
Lyft drivers while I was up there. They 
always have a different story,” Herring 
said. “So it's really cool to, you know, get 
to sit and drive people and get to know 
about them, because everybody has a 
different story, so it's super fun. It's kind 
of an adrenaline rush because you don't 
know who you're picking up.”

 Herring said he doesn’t just view the 
job as getting passengers from point 
A to point B — he enjoys the interac-
tions and impacts he’s made through 
meeting strangers. 

“I usually carry on pretty good conver-
sation when we’re in the car. And people 
actually appreciate that,” Herring said. 
“Because you'll have some people where 
they don't want to talk to you at all, 
which I totally get. And then you have 
other people that just need somebody 

to talk to. I've had people cry in my 
backseat and ask if they could give me a 
hug just by just talking to them, which 
is nice, because you're only in the car for 
five to 10 minutes together. So as long as 
I can make an impact on somebody that 
way, it means everything to me.”

Forging those personal connections 
makes the job fulfilling for Herring. 
In an effort to keep impacting people’s 
lives, Herring said he plans to pursue 
coaching in the future.

“I want to be a coach,” he said. “So 
I want to go out there and change 
people's lives, whether that be, you 
know, in the baseball world, or them 
being husbands and fathers later on 
down the road. So, if I can just do that 
for one person a day and maybe they 
share that kindness or try to spread that 
a little bit more, and who knows what 
could happen after that?” 

MORGAN ANDERSON/THESUNFLOWER

Graduate student Easton Herring answers questions during 
a ride-along interview with The Sunflower on Jan. 20. 
Herring is a Lyft and Uber driver. 

Going the 
extra mile

BY MORGAN ANDERSON

WSU grad student uses rideshare apps
to forge personal connections

“
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FILE: JOSEPH BARRINGHAUS/THE SUNFLOWER
Wichita State Digital Media Coordinator Marcus Wright shoots video of former Shocker guard Samajae Haynes-Jones 
during an interview at NIT media day in the New York Marriott Marquis last April.

BEHIND
THE

LENS

How Marcus Wright paved his own way into the creative media community at WSU

BY MARSHALL SUNNER

Because of his original love for 
photography, Wichita State Digital 
Media Coordinator Marcus Wright 
didn’t originally picture himself as 
a videographer. Today, Wright is 
a member of the GoShockers ath-
letics team, helping produce social 
media content that has ended up 
reaching thousands of viewers.

Wright graduated from Wichita 
State in 2015 with a degree in mar-
keting communications. He was also 
a photographer for The Sunflower. 
After graduation, Wright decided to 
freelance for a year. That’s when the 
topic of video production first arose.

“At first, when I was doing 
photography — doing freelance 
stuff — I just noticed that there 
was a lot of opportunity for video,” 
Wright said. “I would reach out to 
people and let them know that I am 
a photographer and every once in 
awhile, they’d ask, ‘Do you know 
anyone that does video?’ So that 
kind of sparked my interest.”

With the video wheel turning 
his brain, Wright saw his first 
opportunity arise. After he bought 
his first “real camera,” a musician 
friend of his wanted a music video. 
Wright shot it, and he liked it. After 
shooting a few more, his work was 
uploaded to Facebook. Then more 
people started to ask for videos.

“That’s just kind of how I got 
into it,” Wright said. “After I grad-
uated, I took pretty much a whole 
year just trying to do freelance 
work, and that was one way that I 
got involved with video.”

After taking the year of freelance, 
Wright decided it was time to get a 
“real job.” So he moved back to his 
hometown of Independence, Kansas, 
to take a job as an admissions 
representative for Independence 
Community College. While there, he 
helped kids, mainly student athletes, 
get enrolled in classes. 

But his love was still photogra-
phy, and he was growing to love 
video. That’s when he got the 
chance to shoot the 2017 hype 

video for the football team.
“I just asked if I could go out and 

shoot a practice one day,” Wright 
said. “I was like, I’m just going to turn 
this into a little hype video. I think 
I went out for three days and shot 
three different practices back-to-back 
and put all of the clips together. It 
actually came out really cool.”

“That was the first time that I 
was like, ‘Okay, I’m a lot better at 
sports video.’”

Wright continued to make some 
videos for the Pirates throughout 
the season while keeping up with 
his photo shoots. His aspirations 
were still in photography — videog-
raphy was just a side project. Little 
did Wright know that his next step 

was going to be a big-league gig.
Sam Lutz is the photographer for 

the Kansas City Royals. As a fan of 
his team photography, Wright had 
been following Lutz on Instagram.

“I just asked myself, ‘I wonder 
if he did something similar to 
me,’” Wright said. “Where did he 
come from?”

With his curiosity high, Wright 
sent Lutz a message. After messag-
ing and job search advising, Wright 
was led to a job title — a real-time 
correspondent. His first gig in 
the MLB came with the St. Louis 
Cardinals. He ended up spending 
two years with the Cardinals, also 
freelancing with the Houston 
Astros. But those jobs were just 
part time, so Wright kept up studio 
freelancing on the side.

His time with the team set him 
up with a photography company in 
St. Louis, helping produce adver-
tising photography. But Wright had 
made a promise to his fiance. He 
promised that if a job ever opened 
up closer to home, he would take 

it. That’s when the digital media 
coordinator position at WSU 
became available.

“It worked out,” Wright said. 
“At the end of baseball season, this 
position opened up, and luckily, I 
had some connections from when 
I went to school here. I applied, 
I interviewed, and got the job, so 
that’s how it kind of got started.”

Wright’s first day on the job was 
not a normal one. With the men’s 
basketball team traveling to play in 
the Charleston Classic, Wright was 
thrown into the frey. After spending 
one day back in a Wichita hotel 
room, he was on a plane and flying to 
Washington D.C. the next morning.

“My first day, I went to the White 
House and met Donald Trump,” 
Wright said. “Yeah, literally my 
first day. It’s a pretty cool first day. 
Regardless of anyone’s political 
opinion, I think anytime you can 
go into the White House, talk to a 
president, and see the oval office — 
it’s pretty cool.”

That was the first time that 
I was like, ‘Okay, I’m a lot 
better at sports video.’”

— Marcus Wright, GoShockers

SEE WRIGHT PAGE 8
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Darron Boatright: The man behind the scenes of Wichita State athletics 
BY DAVID LEON

Darron Boatright took the 
reins of the Wichita State athletic 
department in August 2016.

Since then, he’s been busy — 
negotiating WSU’s move from the 
Missouri Valley to the American 
Athletic Conference and tran-
sitioning the department to an 
all-inclusive apparel provider in 
Under Armour, among  
other things.

Boatright likens his days to 
a quote from “Pawn Stars” host 
Rick Harrison: “You never know 
what is going to come through 
those doors.

“That's the most interesting part 
of my day, because we have 120 
plus employees, 200 plus athletes 
to attain a level of success and 

entertainment,” Boatright said. 
In the past four years, WSU has 

captured 23 conference champion-
ships, made 17 NCAA Tournament 
appearances, and secured three 
conference all-sport trophies.

Under Boatright, the athletic 
program has maintained a 3.10 
cumulative grade point average 

or above while hitting an all-time 
school record of 3.256 in the fall 
of 2018. 

Boatright administered the 
move from the Missouri Valley to 
the American Athletic Conference 
in 2017. He also negotiated and 
transitioned the department.

“We run to have a top-notch 
athletic program,” Boatright said.

Boatright spends much of his 
day busy in the office, but he said 
he makes a point of interacting 
with the rest of the campus 
community too.

“More than athletics, I also 
enjoy going into the Rhatigan 
(Student Center) and seeing 
non-athletic students bring a 
community that Wichita State is 
known for,” he said. 

That’s the most interesting 
part of my day, because we 

have 120 plus employees, 
200 plus athletes to attain 

a level of success and 
entertainment,”

— Wichita State Athletics Director 

Darron Boatright

AUSTIN SHAW/THESUNFLOWER

Darron Boatright has been Wichita State’s director of athletics since 
August 2016.
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BY KAREN GALINDO

W ith earphones 
in, Richy Thach, 
enters room 258 of 

the Rhatigan Student Center 
singing audibly. Once inside, the 
director of the Miss Cambodia 
Wichita 2020 pageant exchanges 
greetings with other TLC mem-
bers as they start to trickle in.

TLC stands for Thai, Laos, 
and Cambodian. It’s an associ-
ation on campus that is open to 
community members. 

While waiting, Thach opens 
Youtube and starts playing 
“Army of Two” from Netflix’s 
anime adaptation, “Carole and 
Tuesday.” The melody soon fills 
in the gaps of silence. As the 
song continues, another male 
member of the organization 
begins to sing along, leading a 
female member to ask what the 
show is about. Thach interjects 
and enthusiastically starts giving 
her a synopsis of the show.

TLC is hosting the first ever 
Miss Cambodia Wichita pageant 

this year on June 1 at 1 p.m. in 
the CAC Theatre.  

“This is something complete-
ly new to me and to all of us,” 
Thach said. 

During the meeting, they go 
over the agenda and split into 
groups. Thach’s responsibility is 
to keep everyone on track. 

After feeling perpetually 
underrepresented in the WSU 
community and even the Wichita 
Asian community, Thatch and a 
handful of friends came together 
to create WSU TLC. 

“So when we came together 
as a group, we [thought], ‘What 
is a long term goal of ours?’ And 
one of [the goals was] ‘Why 
don't we throw a pageant?’ You 
know, Miss Latina has a pageant 
now, you have the Miss Black 
and Gold pageant, you have the 
Miss Vietnam pageant, Miss 
Laos pageant,” Thach said. “We 
could see ourselves doing a big 
event that is meaningful to a 
lot of people, especially to our 
community, since our commu-
nity doesn't have a resource like 

that — especially for younger 
women who are trying to get 
into higher education.”

They first thought of the idea 
to host a pageant in fall 2018, but 
it wasn’t until last fall that they 
began to take concrete steps 
towards the production.

“We've been prepping a lot 
last semester, and we are getting 
the ball rolling this semester. 
This was our first meeting of the 
semester and we have 16 weeks 
left. We are counting down the 
days,” Thach chuckled.

TLC decided to make the 
pageant more community-based 
than campus-based in order to 
get more people involved.

“We immediately thought 
about our community,”  
Thach said. 

“We have other members 
who aren't in school as well, 
and they are part of the 
organization. This is a way 
higher education folk can get a 
connection to the community 
and vice versa . . . I think this 
organization is a gateway for us 

to remember what our purpose 
is — to get into that community, 
to make an impact, to educate 
people on our culture, to let 
people know we aren’t just 
Asian — we are Thai, Lao; we 
are Cambodian,” he said.

Applications to be a con-
testant in the pageant opened 
on Feb. 1 and close on Feb. 22. 
At the time of this story, the 
eligibility requirements are as 
follows: contestants must be at 
least one-fourth Cambodian, 
a U.S. citizen or a permanent 
citizen, must reside in Wichita 
or within a 15-miles radius, not 
be pregnant or married, must 
have good physical and mental 
health, and must be able to meet 
the time commitment and job 
responsibilities that comes with 
competing in the pageant. The 
committee is hoping to accept 
five to 10 women. 

“For those who are wishing 
to participate, they are making 
history,” Thach said. “They 
are not only doing something 
positive for themselves, but 

they are inspiring a whole new 
generation of people. I think it’s 
amazing that there are people 
from our community who are 
younger, trying to do things 
more culturally, trying to get 
people involved. We really want 
to focus on women empow-
erment, but at the same time, 
cultural empowerment too.”

A GPA minimum and being 
able to speak Cambodian do not 
factor into the requirements. 

“Not everybody is perfect, so 
who are we to judge if some-
thing happened in their life and 
they are going through some 
circumstances and they have a 
low GPA,” Thach said.

Just because we don't know 
the language doesn't make us any 
less Cambodian, doesn't make 
us any less Thai, doesn't make us 
any less Laos...So like I said, who 
are we to judge if you can’t speak 
the language…[But] anything 
that has to do with any type of 
cultural significance bears weight 
in this competition.”

TLC director leads preparations for first-ever Miss Cambodia Wichita pageant

KAREN GALINDO/THESUNFLOWER

Richy Thach (left) and Tudsaley Vongsena (right) present the beginnings of a new design for the pageant’s sponsorship packet to the rest of the TLC committee.

SEE TLC PAGE 8
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President Jay Golden chats with Student Body President Kitrina Miller during a meet and greet with Student Government Association in late January.
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A Golden day in the life
BY KYLIE CAMERON

Being the new guy in town, 
University President Jay Golden’s 
first month in Wichita has been 
all about building relationships.

Which is a good thing, 
considering why he moved here.

“The people!” Golden said 
emphatically when asked why 
he moved to Wichita after 
complaining about Kansas’ 
irregular weather patterns.

And it’s clear that Golden is a 
people person. No one is ever a 
stranger when he’s around.

On the day of his interview 
with The Sunflower, Golden 
had two meet and greets with 
students – one in the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion 
and another in the Student 
Government office.

He was already on a first-name 
basis with some students.

If someone he wasn’t already 
familiar with greeted him 
with, “President Golden,” he’d 
interrupt. “I go by Jay,” he’d say.

And Golden’s relationship 
building extends beyond students 
to faculty and staff.

On the day of his interview, 
Golden met with the campus 
police and physical plant 
representatives to discuss 
moving their workplaces. 
Later on, he visited Strategic 
Communications employees to 

go over changes that had been 
made to the university website.

Building these relationships 
with campus stakeholders is 
important, considering that 
Golden has emphasized shared 
governance and transparency 
since he was selected as Wichita 
State’s president in October.

“I know that you will all do a 
very good job of holding me to 
that. And that is fine. Feel free to 
call me out when I’m not helping 
us,” Golden said at a Faculty 
Senate meeting in January.

That same sentiment came 
up again at a recent town hall 
meeting with faculty and staff in 
the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences.

“Today's my most fun 
opportunity because I’m so 
new I haven’t screwed up yet,” 
Golden said.

Outside of the university, 
Golden also has to build 
relationships with the community. 
He has bold plans for the area 
around campus not within the 
university’s jurisdiction. 

Sporting his Wichita flag 
socks, Golden took off for the 
grand opening of Groover Labs’ 
new collaborative makerspace 
downtown.

Needless to say, WSU’s 
president is a busy man.

Feel free to call me out 
when I’m not helping us.”
— President Jay Golden to faculty senate 

members in January

KYLIE CAMERON/THESUNFLOWER

President Jay Golden sports Wichita flag socks while meeting with students in late 
January. Golden said he was a “sock guy.”

KYLIE CAMERON/THESUNFLOWER

President Jay Golden writes down notes while talking to students in the Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion.

PRES. JAY GOLDEN SCHEDULE (JAN. 24)
7:30 A.M.  
Coffee with Police Chief 

Rodney Clark and Facility 
Services Bob Smith

8:30 A.M.  
Golden attends the grand 

opening of Groover Labs with 
Jeremy Patterson

9:15-10:30 A.M.  
Coffee and meet and greet 

with students in SGA and ODI

10:30-11:30 A.M.  
Meeting with Strategic 

Communications and filming for 
orientation video

11:30 A.M-12:45 P.M.  
Lunch with Hispanic faculty

REST OF 
AFTERNOON 

Interview with KFDI and KMUW, 
other non-public meetings
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In order to get some pointers, 
the pageant committee will be 
meeting with representatives from 
the Miss Vietnam Wichita pageant. 
The committee also attended 
this years Miss Black and Gold 
pageant, which is hosted by Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. to “not 
only support, but to see what is 
something we can bite off of them 
and something that we can create 
on our own,' Thach said.'

With hopes of strengthening 
community ties, the pageant 
committee will hold events 
throughout the semester that 
give community members an 
opportunity to meet and talk with 
contestants. 

“We have to remember what 
our purpose is and what our goal 
is, and that is to educate,” Thach 
said. “For example, we can do a 
workshop and we can have any 
women from the community come 
in and we can talk about women 
empowerment and it can be 
partially led by the contestants.

“It’s giving [the contestants] 
something more meaningful to 
do with their time, while not only 
prepping for the pageant. It’s 

showing that this isn't just a game 
to us . . . It’s not just about  
the title.”

Thach said TLC wants to invest 
in its pageant contestants.

“Not only are we here as a 
committee to give them a title 
and to give them [scholarship] 
money, but we are [also] here to 
help them succeed and to be able 
to put their dreams forward into 
the right direction and have them 
potentially even replace us in the 
future,” Thach said.  

The Miss Cambodia Wichita 
title will be awarded along with 
$500 to go towards the winner’s 
education. The First Princess 
will receive $250 and the Second 
Princess will receive $100. 

The Miss Cambodia pageant 
committee is currently looking for 
sponsors. Any with questions can 
email misscambodiaict@gmail.
com or reach Thach directly at 
rnthach@shockers.wichita.edu.

TLC
FROM PAGE 5

MISS CAMBODIA 
WICHITA PAGEANT
June 1, 1 p.m. 
CAC Theatre

Come March, Wright will have 
been in his position for 16 months, 
and he’s become a key member of 
the team that’s helping to bring the 
Shockers’ social media presence 
into the national spotlight. Wright 
said he’s enjoyed getting involved 
in social media communities for 
content creators.

“Back in the day, I was on 
Twitter, but I never really posted my 
Cardinals photos. I didn’t even real-
ize that there was such a big sports 
creator community on Twitter,” 
Wright said. “It’s super cool because 
we’re all super supportive of each 
other. It’s just crazy to think that you 
put one cool little video out and you 
never know who will like and who 
will share it. It’s been fun.”

Even though video is now his job, 
Wright’s love for photography lives 
on. Whenever given the chance, 
Wright said he enjoys meshing the 
two together, and it showed with 
this season’s recap video from the 
Virginia Commonwealth game. 
Wright took video aspects and con-
secutive picture frames to replicate 
video movement, making sure no 
recap video looks the same.

“It just switches it up,” he said. 
“Like the human eye looks at those 
pictures differently. That’s why this 
one was my favorite. You can just 
tell it’s different. Just combining 
those two skills into one just made 
for a cool feature.”

At the end of the day, Wright 
said what he enjoys most about his 
job is the randomness. No day is 
exactly like another, which keeps 
him moving.

“That’s why I love it,” Wright 

said. “You’re always trying new 
things. You talk with your team 
and you just figure things out. I 
think that I would go crazy if it was 

always the same thing.
“We just have a lot of good people 

that work here in this department. 
With every day being different, we’re 

just trying to make this environment 
enjoyable. At the end of the day, I’m 
just glad to help with that.”

WRIGHT
FROM PAGE 3

JOSEPH BARRINGHAUS/THESUNFLOWER

Wichita State videographer Marcus Wright is seemingly everywhere during basketball games. During the second 
half of the game against Lipscomb on April 2, 2019 at Madison Square Garden in New York, he even had time to 
video fans behind the team bench.
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BY MATTHEW KELLY

O n Jan. 6, while most 
Wichita State students 
were busy giving up 

on their New Year’s resolutions, 
sophomore Neil Terry was taking 
his oath of office.

Most students visiting their 
hometown over winter break don’t 
do so to be sworn in as mayor. But 
Terry, elected at just 19 years old, 
is the exception.

Geuda Springs, a town of 185 
people, is about a 50-minute drive 
from Wichita, where Terry lives 
and attends WSU.

“Because of basketball, I stay 
up here. It’s just a lot easier,” 
Terry said

That’s right. In addition to 
his mayoral duties, Terry helps 
manage the WSU women’s 
basketball team. Head Coach 
Keitha Adams was high school 
best friends with Terry’s mother.

He said that although his 
busy schedule is a “balancing 
act” between school, basketball, 
and Geuda Springs, he wouldn’t 
have it any other way. He likes to 
stay busy.

“A day in the life of Neil is, 
depending on classes and prac-
tice — if it’s practice first, then 
I’ll head down there to Geuda 

after,” Terry said.
Once in town, he takes time to 

hear from his constituents and 
catch up on the day’s news.

“Basically, I drive around town 
real slow, kind of look at every-
thing and see who’s out and about 
— kind of converse with people. 
And then usually, I head up to 
the fire station because I’m on the 
volunteer fire department.”

He also serves on the board 
of his church as vice president, 
helping with community dinners 
and other outreach — you know, 
in his spare time. Finally, Terry 
heads home for the night.

“I’ll usually hang out with my 
grandma for a while, and that’s 
about my day — other than if 
there’s something major that 
happens,” he said.

And he knows that could 
happen on any given day. Terry 
said his professors understand that 
he’s always a phone call away from 
Geuda Springs.

“If I gotta go, I gotta go,” he 
said. “If we have something major 
happen, it’s up to me.”

But the young mayor said every-
thing seems to be “falling in place” 
for him so far this semester.

“Right now, it’s smooth sailing 
for me,” he said.

“Can’t ask for anything better.”

Public service runs in Terry’s 
family. His father serves along-
side him on the Geuda Springs 
City Council.

His mother, who died when 
Terry was 7, was the Geuda Springs 
city clerk. She was a driving force 
that helped shape the small 
community.

“It’s so weird to talk about 
because of how I’ve seen the town 
evolve — you know, my mom 
started it. She basically kick-started 
the revamping of Geuda Springs,” 
Terry said. “She got our festival 
going, she helped bring our 
museum from two cases in our city 
building to a whole building with 
all sorts of memorabilia.

“It’s shown me the passion in 
where you’re from. You know, be 
proud of where you come from 
and do the little things, really,” 
Terry said. “Like this whole 
(mayor) deal. It’s my time to serve.”

He said his high school history 
teacher was the first to encour-
age him to get into politics. He 
nicknamed Terry “governor.”

“Then he started calling me 
‘mayor,’ and he said, ‘You know, 
why don’t you run?’” Terry said. 
“I’m like, ‘Well, I’m still young. I 
can’t do it yet, but maybe I will.’”

When a council member died, 
Terry was asked to consider taking 

on the role, but the time wasn’t 
right, he said.

“Then they approached me 
later that year and said, ‘Hey, 
would you be interested in being 
mayor?’ and I went, ‘Well, of 
course. I’m going to do anything 
for my town. If you need me to be 
mayor, I’ll be mayor,’” Terry said.

“I didn’t really have to campaign 
any. Everyone did it for me. They 
said, ‘Neil’s running for mayor,’ 
and everyone voted.”

Terry received 20 of the 29 
write-in votes cast in the contest 
last November.

He said one of his goals as 
mayor is to address Geuda Springs’ 
aging infrastructure.

“We’ve got some infrastructure 
that needs to be repaired, and it’s 
going to cost us more than our 
pocketbook allows most of the 
time, so, we’re going to have to 
break it up,” Terry said.

He mulls over ideas while 
driving back and forth between 
Wichita and Geuda Springs. He 
also listens to podcasts to get “the 
wheels turning,” he said.

“I listen to some on politics. 
I listen to some for like, wealth 
management kind of stuff like 
that — and that kind of stems 
into helping our community with 
money,” Terry said. 

“It’s just my time to really sit 
down and think.”

Terry doesn’t want to be in pol-
itics forever, he said. He’s studying 
to be a high school science teacher.

“In my life, I’ve always wanted 
to help people,” Terry said. “I’ve 
always been a part of every group 
to do community service. I have 
this knack for helping people — 
and kids in particular, because 
I grew up without my mom. I’ve 
articulated that to kids that even 
if you don’t grow up with both 
parents or something tragic has 
happened in your life, it’s not 
hard if you have the passion and 
the spirit to do it. You can do 
anything with your life.”

And why is science his chosen 
discipline?

“Because I like it and I’m good at 
it,” Terry said.

He plans to stay in Kansas and 
teach in a small town — ideally at 
his alma mater, Oxford High.

For Terry, service is key. He sees 
a need in the community, and if 
he can do something to help, he 
steps up.

Remarkably, he’s on track to 
graduate college in four years.

“My goals are just to get ’er 
done and get out there and start 
teaching, because they need me,” 
Terry said.

And you thought you were busy: Sophomore mayor 
of Geuda Springs embraces the ‘balancing act’

COURTESY OF ZAC BOYER

Neil Terry, mayor of Gueda Springs 
and sophomore Wichita State 
student, stands in front of the Gueda 
Springs town sign.
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Studying
the
Unknown

Anthropology professor 
dedicated to the study of 
magic, witchcraft, and religion

BY LINDSAY SMITH

Jens Kreinath is a man with 
many different skills. With 
backgrounds in studying philos-
ophy, theology, religious studies, 
and anthropology, Kreinath loves 
sharing his knowledge with others. 

Originally from Germany, 
Kreinath came to Wichita State 
in 2006 as a visiting assistant 
professor. He brought his wife and 
daughter with him.

“We were just exploring,” 
Kreinath said.

“We weren’t sure if we wanted 
to stay here or if this would be 
an option to do so. That year 
there was an opening in [the 
Anthropology] department for 
an assistant professorship. . .  so I 
applied.”

Among other things, Kreinath 
is known around campus for 
teaching a unique course, Magic, 
Witchcraft, and Religion.

Kreinath inherited the Magic, 
Witchcraft, and Religion course 
from a previous professor. The 
class originally debuted in the 70s.

While the class touches on 
many different topics, Kreinath 
says the witchcraft component is 
what usually draws students to the 
course.

“Witchcraft is just one of the 

features,” he said. “Witchcraft is 
often seen as being evil or cursing, 
or whatever.”

“I think that’s what attracts 
students to taking this class. It’s 
about religion, but it’s also about 
something else very fascinating, 
very strange [and] foreign.”

Kreinath said the class some-
times gets mixed reviews from 
students.

“Some of them are quite 
irritated,” he said.

“Possibly some students are a 
little bit disappointed that there 
is not more on magic and witch-
craft, [which is] the more exciting 
dimension.”

Instead of tackling magic from 
a fantasy viewpoint, this course fo-
cuses heavily on the anthropologi-
cal understanding of both religion 
and witchcraft, and the symbolism 
that witchcraft portrays. 

Kreinath said he finds the study 
of rituals “ immensely fascinating.” 

“They are doing symbolic acts, 
but at the same time, they kind 
of have an effect on the environ-
ment,” Kreinath explained.

He said magic ties into ancient 
traditions.

“What is done in a ritual? What 
is told in a myth? That also has 
something to do with indenginous 
traditions,” he said.

Kreinath said cultures have 
historically classified each other’s 
religions as “magic.”

“That’s what you can find from 
the mid-19th century to the mid-
20th century where magic is what 
the other people are doing,” he 
said. “We are doing religion, they 
are doing magic.”

He said his class is less about 
knowing how, and more about 
knowing why. 

“What I try to do in this course 
is . . . teaching about how we can 
interpret and understand the 
practices,” he said. 

“[We study] the theories [and] 
the studies of the cases that have 
been made about these foreign 
cultures and about our culture and 
how we approach this. That’s how I 
tie all the features together.”

Even though Kreinath said 
many students wish to see more 

of the fantastical side of magic, he 
said they often come to appreciate 
the various features of the class.

Kreinath said that in the future, 
he hopes to add more about the rit-
uals of Native Americans, Wiccans, 
and pagans. He also hopes to cover 
religions and rituals that are not 
as commonly studied, so students 
can broaden their understanding 
of others who they often don’t see 
themselves in.

MORGAN ANDERSON/THE SUNFLOWER

Anthropology professor Jens Kreinath speaks to The Sunflower during an interview on Jan. 13. Kreinath teaches the class Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion.
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LIVING
the

Life
BY BROGAN GILMORE

A yo-yo may not be something 
you’ve given much thought to since 
you were a little kid. Like most kids, 
you might have played with it for a bit 
before getting bored or wrapping the 
string around it so tightly that it can’t 
be undone. But Julian Chee, a senior 
aerospace engineering student, never 
put down his yo-yo — well, not for too 

long anyway.
“In 2014, I saw this video of a 

Japanese kid, Kazuya Murata, and he 
was just like six years old and he’s just 
winging it on stage,” Chee said. “I saw 
that and my mind was blown, because 
I thought I could do tricks with [yo-
yos], but I’ve never seen anything like 
it. Because yo-yoing has evolved for 
such a long-time, tricks have become 
much more complicated, so I thought, 

‘I think I can do that.’”
Eventually, Chee would find 

himself standing on a similar stage 
to the one he saw Murata on, at the 
Asia-Pacific Yoyo Championship, 
but before that, he had to learn 
those tricks that blew his mind.

Chee said he first started learning 
through YouTube. Slowly mastering 
one new trick after another, building 
upon the foundation of each until he 
had something whole, he described 
the experience as “opening up a new 
section of a map.”

In two years, he advanced quickly.
“I think it’s because I am a very 

hands-on person, because both of 
my parents were music teachers, so 
I had to grow up playing musical 
instruments and stuff,” he said.

“When it came to this, I feel like it 
kind of came to me naturally.”

A year after picking his yo-yo 
back up, Chee entered his first 
tournament, a regional competition 
in Malaysia. He won second place.

He proceeded to win the 2017 
and 2018 Malaysian champion-
ship, going on to the Asia-Pacific 
Championship, and even as far 
as the world championship. His 
competitive yo-yoing has taken 
him everywhere from Singapore to 
Iceland and Shanghai to Cleveland.

At his first Asia-Pacific 

Championship, Chee placed 11th 
out of 20.

But being up on that yo-yo cham-
pionship stage isn’t all it’s cracked 
up to be, he said.

“When you’re at home just 
practicing your stuff, you know, you 
can get it clean,” Chee said. “But 
once you go on stage, there’s so many 
other factors that you can’t recreate at 
home, like people watching and the 
fact that, you know, it’s a little harder 
to correct once you screw up.”

Chee has since moved to Wichita 
to work on his aerospace degree, 
finding time to compete in a few 
local and national competitions. But 
with this being his senior year, he 
hasn’t had as much time to devote to 
the yo-yo life recently.

For now, Chee’s goal is to get to the 
finals of the World Yo-yo champion-
ship — without being seeded to the 
semi-finals by a national competition.

“I’m kind of at the stage where 
I’m not really going to have time to 
do whatever I want anymore, so I 
feel like maybe this might be one of 
my last years that I’m able to go to 
the world yo-yo contest,” the yo-yo 
champion said. “So, my competing 
days might be over in maybe like 
the next one or two or three years — 
hopefully longer — but I will always 
be yo-yoing.”

BROGAN GILMORE/THE SUNFLOWER

Julian Chee shows off the yo-yo 
skills that won him the 2017 
and 2018 Malaysian Yo-Yo 
Championship.

‘Wherever it takes me:’ Ben Smith returns to WSU to dive into coaching world
BY SEAN MARTY

More than seven years after 
hanging up his Wichita State jersey, 
Ben Smith is back in Wichita. This 
stint as a Shocker is much different 
than Smith’s last. 

The former Shocker guard has 
returned to the men’s basketball 
program as a graduate manager 
to learn the coaching ropes under 
Gregg Marshall and company. 

In his two seasons at WSU in 2011 
and 2012, Smith averaged 8.2 points 
and 2.7 rebounds per game. He was 
also named the MVC’s Sixth Man 
of the Year in 2011 while earning a 
spot on the all-defensive conference 
team a year later. 

As a graduate manager, Smith’s 
role is pretty flexible — especially 
during the season. He currently 

wears many hats for the program 
and is there to help the coaching staff 
and players with anything they need. 
It’s all part of the learning process. 

“My day is different every day,” 
Smith said. “It just depends on if we 
have a game that day or we just got 
done with a game, but typically I 
don’t go in that early because I have 
school, so I do my homework and 
stuff. Mostly it’s film, and it’s kinda 
being with the coaches and seeing 
what they need. Nothing really 
complicated — just learning how 
coaches work.

“I ask a lot of questions, so that 
helps me.”

After his playing career, Smith 
started getting into coaching at 
the middle school level at Summit 
Middle School in Edmond, 
Oklahoma. At Summit, he taught 

geography while coaching the 
eight-grade baseball and girl’s 
basketball teams.

Smith went to a coaches conven-
tion at the Final Four last year.

“I went there, kind of just talked 
to people, got to network,” Smith 
said. “I really just like impacting 
young minds, so I think coaching 
would be a great job and it would 
put me around basketball. I loved 
coaching middle school, and that’s 
what really sparked it.”

Knowing Marshall’s system has 
helped Smith gain the team’s trust 
quickly. As a former D-I player, 
he knows what college athletse go 
through on a day-to-day basis. 

“I know what the typical college 
kid goes through, with going 
through classes, weights, and just 
trying to balance,” Smith said. 

And how can he help them 
navigate their busy schedules?

“Just talking to them and showing 
them the ropes and how to manage 
their time, because that’s really the 
biggest key to me,” Smith said.

SELENA FAVELA/THE SUNFLOWER

Wichita State graduate manager Ben Smith (left) celebrates from the bench during the game 
against Cincinnati at Charles Koch Arena on Feb. 6.

Read the rest of the story online at 
thesunflower.com
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