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Rear Admiral JOHN G. WALKER,

United Stales Navy, PRESIDENT.

Hounorahle SAMUEIL PASCO,
ALFRED NOBLE, C. E.
Mr. GEORGE 5. MORISON.
Colonel PETER C. HAINS,

Corps of Engineers, United States Army.

WILLIAM H. BURR, C. E.
Lient. Colonel OSWALD H. ERNST,

Corps of Engineers, United States Army.

LEWIS M. HAUPT, C. E.
Professor EMORY R. JOHNSON.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

ISTHMIAN CANAL COMMISSION.

Room 79 Corcoran Building.

Washington, D, C.,

Lieut. Comd'r SIDNEY A. STAUNTON, lay 8th 1901.

United Stales Navy, SECRETARY.

Maurice Hutin, Esquire,
President nf'ﬁEW'Panama Canal Company,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Sir:i- |
I have to inform you that I have received a let-
ter from Senhor Don Carlos Martinez Silva, Minister of Fﬁreign

Affairs and Minister to the United States from the Republic

of Colombia, under date of May >rd, enclosing for the infor-

matidn of this Commission a copy of your letter to Hr. Silva
of May l1lst, in which you state that your Company will, ifT SO
autharized by the Colombian government, sell and transfer
its rights, concessions and property to the United States,
upon terms to be hereafter arranged. It appears also from
this correspondence that the Coclombian Minister, acting for
his Government, has authorized you to enter into negotiations,
in behalf of your Company, with this purpose in view.

Under these circumstances I desire to call your atten-
tion to a letter addréssed to you by myself on April 10, 1900,
in which certain questiﬂns'ﬁéra asked with repgard to the sale

and transfer of the property of your Company, so that the
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