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January 30, 1990

The Honorable Dan Glickman
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representa&fv lickman:
ra

What happened to "read my lips" and "no new taxes?" AOPA is outraged
that the Push Administration budgct proposes to increase general aviafion
fuel taxes by 3 cents per gallon on avgas and 4 cents per gallon on jet
fuel. The budget also proposes to increase the tax paid by consumers on

airline tickets from 8% to 10%. Make no mistake about it, this tax
increase proposal is merely part of OMB's effort to mask further deficit
spending. And regardless of Administration boasting about how tax

increases are not included in the budget, this is clearly a tax increase.

The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association represents 300,000 general
aviation pilots who already pay substantial fuel taxes of 12 cents per
gallon on avgas and 14 cents per gallon on jet fuel. Our members pay
these taxes into the Aviation Trust Fund with the understanding that they
will be used for the capital improvement of this nation's airport and
airway system. But the federal government has failed to keep the
commitment.

With a $6 billion dollar unobligated surplus already sitting idly,
unspent in the Aviation Trust Fund, how can OMB and the Department of
Transportation claim with a straight face that they need to have more
money? Rather than trying to use the Aviation Trust Fund to help mask
huge budget deficits, the Administration's time would be better spent
prioritizing and trimming down some of the wasteful and expensive projects
in the FAA's National Airspace System DMan. Lel's cut the deficit by
eliminating unnecessary spending -- not by raising taxes.

Aviation industry projections prepared by AOPA and others confirm that
any reasonably foreseeable spending levels for FAA programs over the next
five years can be adequately supported by aviation taxes at their current
level. In fact, those same projections establish that a sizeable surplus
will continue to exist at the end of five years.

Please join with us to ensure that the taxes paid by the users of the
aviation system are not increased.

Sincﬁrely,

L. Baker
esident

Member of international Council of Aircraft Owner and Pilot Associations



