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This pamphlet contains excerpts of remarks 
made by Senator Thomas J. Dodd at a Testimo­
nial Dinn~ for George E. Sokolsky, which was 
tendered by the American Jewish League 
Against Communism, in New York City on Feb­
ruary 19, 1962. We publish these excerpts be­
cause we believe that they accurately represent 
the basic premises involved in the fight against 
CQmmunis~what we are for and what we ure 
against. 

Senator Thomas J. Dodd, a leading liberal 
member 0/ the United States Senate, has been in 
the advance 0 f ant~Communistaction. His gallant 
fight against the enemies of our country gives 
testimony to the fact that responsible ant~Com­
munism is not the property of one party or any 
particular political philosophy. Although Amer­
icans may differ on many issues, they are united 
in their will to defeat the Communist menace. 
Senator Dodd was Executive Trial Counsel for 
the United States at the Nuremburg trials of the 
Axis criminals. He served as a Representative 
from Connecticut in the United States Congress. 
He was elected to the United States Senate in 
1958 and serves as a member of the SeMte For­
eign Relations Committee, and is one of the great 
fighters for a strong and secure America. 

George E. Sokolsky is Chairman of the Amer­
ican Jewish League Against Communism. His' 
career spans nearly five decades and three con­
tinents-Europe, Asia and the United States. He 
worked in Russia during the Bolshevik Revolu­
tion and afterwards was a correspondent in 
China for thirteen years. He is the author of 
many books, an editorial writer, radio news com­
mentator, lecturer and-natwruUly syndicated col­
umnist. 

The American Jewish League Against Com­
munism welcomes the support of all American 
Jews who are prepared to work with us to mobu­
ize action in the A merican-J ewish commwnity 
toward the ultimate defeat of Communism. 
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introduction 

By George E. SokoJsky 

The occasion of Senator Dodd's address was presumably in my honor, 

but actually it was a celebcarion of the reorganization of the American 

Jewish League Against Communism. This small organization was 

founded by Alfred Kohlberg and a number of associates in 1948 to 

present lO the world the image of American Jews who are vitally 

opposed to Marxism. This does not in any respect mean that Jews 

are Marxists per se and that our little group separated ourselves 
from others. 

ACluaIly, no Jew can be a Marxist. No Communist can be a Jew. 

To be a Jew, it is essential to accept the long tradition of our people 

which, beginning with Genesis relares itself to God and to the Moral 

Law which God gave to Moses. The rejection of God is the rejection 

of Judaism and therefore when one becomes a follower of Karl Marx, 

he ipso facto withdraws from Judaism. He not only becomes an apos­

tate but an enemy, for he who does not love God is an enemy of 

God's people. 

Moses Maimo.nides, in his "Guide for the Perplexed" (l2th Cen­

Jury), distinguishes man from all else in nature in the paragraph: 
"As man's distitlctiQfI cotlsisJs;tl a property which '10 other crea­

ture on earJh possesses, viz., i,dellecJual perceptiotl, itl the e:rcerc;se 

of which he does tlot employ his semes, nor move his hatld or his 

fOOl , this percepJio,1 has been compared - though otlly apparently, 

tlot in Iruth -10 the Divitle perception, which requires tlO corporeal 



3 

orgoll. 0" this accOlml, i.e. , 0" lIuoUIII of the Divine ill/ellerl with 

whi<h mall has beell endowed, he is said 10 barIe been made ;11 the 

form Imd like,uss of the Almighty!' 

In effea:, this is the essence of [he Jewish concept of man, namely, 

that he was cceated with Godlike characteristics, the greatest of which 

is Moral law. Thus, Judaism rejects Karl Marx's notion that man is 

merely a biologic organism unrelated to God. From the Jewish srand­

point, it can be said that if there is no creative power in God, there 

is no man. 

I am often asked why in the early days of the Communist Revolu­

tion so many Jewish names appeared, Trotzky, Zinovicv, Kamenev, 

etc. Every people has its back·sliders, irs rrairou, itS weaklings, those 

who reject moral dicipline, who substitute private opinion for his­

tOric experience_ In the current anti-Semitism of Soviet Russia, they 

are called Jews, but they are not Jews because they reject the author­

ity of God. Shall we say that he who prefers Marx to Jesus is a 

Christian? No more can we say that an atheist can be a Jew. 

I am asked why there should be an American-Jewish League 

Against Communism. Why call au ention to the rdationship of Jew 

and Communist even negatively? 

The answer is simple. Since the beginning, the principal opponents 

of Marxism and particul arly that fo rm of it o rganized by Lenin, at 

lirst called Bolshevism and then Communism, have been Jews. Let the 

world know that whereas while there are Marxists of Jewish origin, 

there are Jews who reject Marxism as a villilication of the H oly of 

Holies. As Judas Maccabaeus fought to save the Temple from the 

impurities of paganism, so do millions of Jews abhor the abomina· 

tions o f Communism. 

It is not at all surprising that Soviet Russia is anti-Semitic. There 

was never a time when Soviet Russia was not anti-Semitic. We should 

rejoice that they are our enemies, fo r by this they singl e us out as 
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different from them, that we, as Jews, and they, as atheists, cannot 

live under the same Heaven. 

Will they destroy us because we are so few ? The Jew can only 

destroy himself by abandoning his God and the Moral Law which 

God revea led to Moses and Moses gave to Mankind. As long as the 

Jew clings to the Law - the Torah _ he wiLl survive because he has a 

purpose and a mission. \X'hen he accepts the falsehoods of compro­

mise, he will cease to exist. 

Thus, the American Jewish League Against Communism bears the 

standard of traditiona l Judaism. 

One can but turn to the tale of Balaam in the Bible which con­

tains the poem: 

"How goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob, 

Thy Jab""arles, 0 Israel!" 
and ends with the lines: 

"Blessed is he that blesseth tbee, 

And cursed is he thaI curseth thee." 



"Remembering Ihe!e thing! 

I can not but regard it 

dJ pouible Ihal the higher object 

of Ihi! conte!t may not be 

completely attained within 

Ihe term of my natural 

life. Bul I can nOI doubt 

either that it will come 

in due time." 

••• ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

EXCERPT S OF REMARKS BY SENATOR THOMAS .J. DODD 

ot the testimoniol dinner 

in honor of George E. Sokol sky 

5 Plaza Hotel, New York City 

Tuesday, February 13,1962 

George Sokolsky has been a prophet, daily warning his country· 

men that they were in the midst of a mortal struggle against 

W orld Communism, a struggle which they were losing agai nst 

an enemy they seemed not to understand. 

Many of us have joined in that warning. All of us have 

experienced disappointment and defeat as the shadow of Com­

muniSt enslavement has lengthened across the globe. Yet at last 

we now see the signs of the beginning of a great national 

reawakening, for there is growing across this land an ant i· 

Communist movement. 

It has no name, no organizational structure, no recognized 

leaders, no acknowledged spokesmen, no p recise statement of 

principles. 

It is tied together with one bond, a common concern over 

the fact that we are losing the cold war, coupled with a common 

insistence that we begin to do better. 



The growth of this anti-Communist movement can be meas-

ured by the organizations springing up in every community; 

-by the new magazines coming into print; 

-by the clubs multiplying on our college campuses; 

-by the educational programs and seminars being held in 

towns large and small throughout the country. 

Like all grassroots movements composed of varied elements, 

this one has its quacks, its extremists, its bigots. 

And those who oppose the anti-Communist movement, the 

defenders of past follies, the apologists for previous defeats, have 

opened up a sham battle, a diversionary tactic wh ich seeks to 

smear and discredit it as a meaningless ombursr of ignorant, 

frust rated people, of crackpots, of nco-Nazis, of racists and the 

6 like. Those who make th is SOrt of attack are doing themselves 

and the country a d isservice, for in attempting to fool the country 

they arc fool ing themselves. 

I know someth ing about th is movement and the people who 

arc in it. 

-they are clergymen and religious people of all faiths, 

m issionaries who are out in the field where decisive battles against 

Communism are taking p lace, deeply moral people who see in 

Communism the complete and total enemy of everything that our 

religious heritage stands for. 

-they are Americans who have relatives behind the I ron 

Curta in and who know in an intensely personal way the meaning 

of Communist aggression. 

- they are intellectuals who have begun to provide the 

American peop le with a steady stream of magazines, books and 

pamphlets 

-students who are bringing abom an ideological upheaval 

on our college campu.scs 
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-trade unionists who, through such organizations as the 

. Council Against Communist Aggression, have long been in the 

forefront of the fight 

-businessmen who arc at last becoming aware of the danger 

and who are at last beginning to face up to their responsibility 

as community leaders 

-veterans groups which see all that they have fought for 

more endangered than ever before 

-and finally there are the millions of Americans who for 

the first time have begun to fear for the future of their country. 

This is a movement, if so unwieldy and unorganized a thing 

can be called a movement, which includes Republicans and Demo· 

crats, liberals and conservatives, extremists and moderates. 

For long years some of us who have felt that we were voices 

in the wilderness have waited for the popular awareness we now 

see all around us. Our great concern now is that it will dissipate 

itself by running off in all directions 

--or destroy itself by running in the wrong direction 

--or nullify itself through internal feuding over issues that 

are less important than the survival of our country and the preser­

vation of buman freedom. 

And so it is time for stock-taking, time to recognize tbat 

there are many things that we cannOt agree on and that we do 

.not have to agree on 

-that there are unworthy elements that we must exclude 

-and that on the life-or·death issues we mUSt firm up what 

we are against and what we are for. 

What, then, arc we against and what are we for? 

-we are against all policies that are based upon the illusion 

tbat tbe Communists are capable of acting in good faith in 

achieving honorable objectives. 
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-we are against American endorsement or sponsorship of 

coalition governments which include Communists and we cite 

the record of a dozen nations which starred on the road to 

Communist enslavement through the device of a coalition govern­

ment. 

-we are against those policy-makers who are incapable of 

recognizing Communist movements until, as in the case of China 

and Cuba, they have enslaved whole nations and set up police 

states. 

-we are against those conferences which arise from the 

mistaken notion that the great conflict in the world between 

freedom and Communism results from misunderstandings or legiti­

mate mutual grievances which can be negotiated around a table. 

-we are against policies which recognize the enslavement of 

Eastern Europe and other captive areas as a permanent fact of 

history and which therefore do nothing to encourage resistance 

or hope among the enslaved peoples behind the Iron Curtain. 

-we are against trade with Communist nations because we 

know that through this trade our enemies are getting the chemi­

cals, the machine tools, the precision instruments and the technical 

know-how to perfect their ag~ressive war machine. 

-we are againsl: aid and give-aways to Communists, whether 

they be Polish or Yugoslav or Cuban Communists, because we 

know that they are just as dedicated to the destruction of freedom 

as are the Kremlin Communists. 

-we are against policies which for years have soft-pedaled 

our criticism of Red infamy because we feel one of our greatest 

weapons against the Communists is the moral indignation which 

the people of the world would surely feel if we drove home to 

them the truth about the atrocities and crimes they have committed 

in enslaving one billion human beings in their prison house of 

nations. 
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-we arc against entrusting the vital interests of our nation 

to any international organization which allows Communists to 

participate in a way in which they can poison, dictate, or negate 

tbe policies of that organization. 

-we are against tbe defensive attitude which has crippled 

our foreign policy for many years with the result that every 

dispute is always concerned with an outpost of the Free World, 

every negotiation revolves around what the Free World will give 

up and every concession involves a surrender of free men and 

free soil. 

It is easier to say what we arc against than what we arc for. 

This is natural because, like all mass movementS, the anti­

Communist movement has begun as a protest against things that 

we feel and know arc wrong. 

It is more difficult to know what to be for and it is impossible 

at this moment to define precisely what the ami-Communist 

movement is for, beyond the general objectives of expanding 

human freedom, resisting Communist aggression and preserving 

the safety and security of our country. 

I can only sa, to you what I am for. 

I am fighting for a strong America; 

-for an America that asks nN how much military strength 

we can afford but that asks how much military strength we need 

and then finds the way to get it; 

-for an America that recognizes the present cold war conflict 

as the supreme crisis of Western Civilization, that sees the Com­

munists as an implacable foe totally dedicated to our destruction 

and that aims not just to stave off defeat for a year or a decade, 

somehow hoping for the best, but that moves positively and 

purposefully toward victory over Communism and the expansion 

of human freedom; 
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-for an America that demonstrates its devotion to freedom 

abroad by what it docs at borne; 

-for an America that offers to every independent nation an 

honest pledge of help in the common defense against Communist 

aggression, and in the common struggle for a bener life for all 

people; 

-for an America that leads the way toward greater economic. 

political and military unity with our Free World allies; 

-for an America that is always prepared to negotiate the 

real causes of tension, Communist aggression and enslavement, 

but will not sit down to barter away the freedom or security of 

our people or of other people; 

-for an America that is properly concerned to be right in 

what it does but once having decided. is not overly concerned 

with the criticism of those who are not carrying their weight in 

the common 9use and least of all those who cannot even make 

up their minds which side they are on; 

-for an America that bends every effort toward superiority 

in weapons technology and that will never again foolishly abandon 

its nuclear development for three years in the vain hope that the 

Communists were negotiating in good faith; 

-for an America that has 'no honorable place or position 

open to a Communist because it sees in the Communist the mortal 

enemy of everything Western Civilization represents; 

-for an America that asks of every citizen sacrifice, risk, 

effort, exertion and determination to win this struggle that has 

been forced upon us, 

For George Sokolsky, and the others who have actively sought 

a stronger and more purposeful policy against the Communists 

at home and abroad, the path has often been a lonely and bitter 

one, Defeat has been a frequent companion, victory a rare visitor, 
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They have been right on the great issues of their time. Yet they 

have been able to draw litde comfort from being right. For there 

is no rejoicing in correctly diagnosing a disaster. Most of their 

warnings have gone unheeded and their correct predictions have 

only been a source of anguish as one nation after another has 

fallen under Communist tyranny. 

But we may draw some reassurance from the past. 

Abraham Lincoln devoted his life to the cause of human 

freedom and to the conflict against slavery. He, tOO, was ac­

customed to defeat, but never gave up hope of eventual triumph. 

During his unsuccessful campaign against Stephen A. Douglas 

for election to the Senate, Lincoln wrote a note to himself one 

night which years later was found among his papers. I believe 

it still has great pertinence: 

"] have never professed an indifference to the honors 

of official station; and were I to do so now, I should 

only make myself ridiculous. Yet I have never failed­

do nOt now fail-to remember that in the Republican 

cause there is a higher aim than that of mere office. 

"I have not allowed myself to forget that the abo­

lition of the Slave-trade by Great Britain, was agitated 

a hundred years before it was a final success; that the 

measure had its open fire-eating opponents; its Negro 

equality opponents; and its religion and good order 

opponents; 

"That all these opponents got offices, and their 

adversaries gOt none. 

"But 1 have also remembered that though they 

blazed, like tallow-candles for a century, at last they 

flickered in the socket, died out, stank in the dark for a 
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brief season, and were remembered no more, even by the 

smell. 

"School·boys know that Wilberforce, and Granville 

Sharpe, helped that cause forward; but who can now 

name a single man who labored to retard it? 

"Remembering these things I can nOt but regard 

it as possible that the higher object of this contest may 

not be completely attained within the term of my natural 

life. But I can not doubt either that it will come in 

due time. 

"Even in this view, I am proud, in my passing speck 

of time, to contribute an humble mite to that glorious 

consummation, which my own poot eyes may nOt last 

to see." 
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