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Copy.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
WASHINGTON.
December 19, 1901.
The Honorable
The Secretary of the Navy.

Sir:-
Your letter of the 1l2th instant, requesting information

as to the possibility of procuring sites for coal depots on
each side of the Isthmus of Panama, has had my careful con-
sideration and the United States Minister at Bogota' has to-
day been instructed to make discreet inquiry as to the dis-
position of the Columbian Government to receive proposals
from the United States government to this end. I have the
honor to in enclose for your further informaticn copy of my in-
struction to Mr. Hart.
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
(Signed) John Hay.
Enclosure:

To Mr. Hart, Bogota', No.273 December 19, 1899,

Copy. No.10417-2. 1st Endorsement. D-H.

Navy Department, pecember 22, 1899,

Respectfully referred to the Bureau of Equipment, for its
information.
(Signed) John D. ILong,

Secretary.




