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2012 Kansas Statutes
76-7,137. University engineering initiative act; purpose. (a) The legislature of the state of Kansas hereby
finds and declares that:
(1) Engineering intensive industries represent approximately one-third of the statewide payroll and tax base;
(2) under the university engineering initiative act, the secretary of commerce, in consultation with the board of
regents, state educational institutions and private industry, shall develop a plan to ensure engineering industry
partners find the new talent, designs and techniques needed to fuel economic growth and business success in
Kansas;
(3) the goal of the university engineering initiative act is to increase the number of engineering graduates to 1,365
graduates per year in 2021, and all moneys appropriated pursuant to this act shall be used to meet this goal; and
(4) the needs of the citizens of the state of Kansas will be best served if the secretary of commerce, the board of
regents and the state educational institutions under the control and supervision of the board of regents are granted
specific authority to assist in the expansion of the engineering programs.
(b) The exercise of the powers authorized by this act are deemed an essential governmental function in matters
of public necessity for the entire state to increase the number of engineering graduates.
History: L. 2011, ch. 109, § 2; July 1.
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The University Engineering Initiative Act (UEIA) supports the increase of engineering graduates in 
Kansas with legislative appropriations totaling $105M over 10 years. 

Recognizing the competitive need for an increase in the number of engineering graduates in Kansas, 
beginning in 2012 the legislature has provided support to the University of Kansas, Kansas State 
University, and Wichita State University to ensure engineering industry partners find the new talent, 
designs and techniques needed to fuel economic growth and business success in Kansas. 

Through increased enrollments, better connections for students at critical stages with Kansas 
companies, and increased opportunities for scholarships and internships, the three universities will 
increase undergraduate engineering degrees to 1,365 annually by 2021.  Each university is 

measured bi-annually on progress benchmarked against specific metrics to ensure goals are met.  
  
DOWNLOAD: Annual Presentation & Scorecard findings PPT (January 2015) (pdf) 

University Engineering Initiative Act 
Snapshot of Success 

 In the Fall of 2013, there were a total of 7,640 engineering students enrolled at University of 
Kansas, Kansas State University, and Wichita State University, up from 7,014 engineering 
students enrolled the year before. 

 Following the end of the 2013-2014 academic year, there were a total of 1,134 engineering 
graduates; the previous year there were a total of 1,017 engineering graduates. [The initiative's 
baseline is 875 graduates (2008).] 

 At last count, 426 recent engineering graduates remained in Kansas. 
 The starting wages for engineering graduates in Kansas is $47,933. 
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Report on University 
Engineering Initiative Act 

Blake Flanders, Ph.D.

Vice President Workforce Development
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University Engineering 
Initiative Act
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Legislative Appropriations

$1M for FY2012 (2011 HB 2014)

Enhancement beginning FY2013: 
$3.5M per year for 10 years for 
each of the three universities

Total of $105M over 10 years
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Legislation Requires Partnerships

…secretary of 
Commerce, with board 
of regents, universities 
and private industries…

… shall develop a plan 
to ensure engineering 
industry partners find 

new talent, designs 
and techniques… 

… to fuel economic 
growth and business 

success in Kansas
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University Engineering Initiative
Graduation Goal by 2021

Baseline: 875 Graduates 

Goal: 1365 Graduates 

Last Year (Nov 2014):  
1134 Graduates
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Results – November 2014

University Baseline 
Graduates -
2008

AY 13-14 
Graduates

Target Goal 
Graduates

Gap

Kansas State 
University 

423 529 587 58

University of 
Kansas 

255 367 419 52

Wichita State 
University

197 238 361 123

Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection 
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Enrollments Needed to Meet Goals 

• Current Enrollment Gap = 1,618
• Enrollments increase proportionately to 

increase in graduates 

Total Baseline 
Enrollments (2008)

Total Current 
Enrollments

AY 13-14

Enrollments Needed to 
Meet Goals

5935 7640 9258

Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection 
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Source of Enrollments

Kansas State University  

ENGINEERING Enrollments

Resident Non-Resident Resident -
Percent of Total 

Non-Resident -
Percent of Total 

2,550 758 77.1% 22.9%

Compare to ALL Undergraduate Enrollments

16,766 5,433 75.5% 24.5%

Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection 2014 
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Source of Enrollments

University of Kansas

ENGINEERING Enrollments

Resident Non-Resident Resident -
Percent of Total 

Non-Resident -
Percent of Total 

1,607 654 71.1% 28.9%

Compare to ALL Undergraduate Enrollments

14,204 6,141 69.8% 30.2%

Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection 2014 
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Source of Enrollments

Wichita State University

ENGINEERING Enrollments

Resident Non-Resident Resident -
Percent of Total 

Non-Resident -
Percent of Total 

1,492 579 72.0% 28%

Compare to ALL Undergraduate Enrollments

12,208 1,956 86.2% 13.8%

Source: KHEDS Academic Year Collection 2014 
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Next Update – June 2015

Updated employment/wage data  
 Data first available late April 2015
 Challenges collecting data from KC metro 

including Missouri 

Updated data on where our 
engineers are employed

Report on progress connecting with 
Kansas companies

Economic impact of engineering jobs
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Questions
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