WICHITA STATE
UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

Immigration - Its Influence on our
National Progress and Prosperity

ltem Type Newspaper articles;Text

Publisher Wichita State University Libraries, Special Collections and
University Archives, http://specialcollections.wichita.edu

Rights Images are in the public domain or protected under U.S.

copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code), and may be used for research,
instruction, and private study. Publication, commercial use, or
reproduction, in print or digital format, of a copyrighted image

or the accompanying data in accordance with Fair Use (sec.

107) requires users to provide prior written permission from

the copyright holder. All images are to be cited as "Courtesy

of Wichita State University Libraries, Special Collections and
University Archives™ and users are to let us know the intended use
at specialcollections@wichita.edu.

Download date 2026-08-18 20:10:09

Link to ltem https://hdl.handle.net/10057/55426



https://hdl.handle.net/10057/55426

was increased to five years, Such was the legislation du-
ring President Washington’s two ferms. In June, 1798,
after John Adams became President, and when federalism
held sway in the government, the term of residence prior
* to admission to citizenship was inereased to fourtieen years.
It 50 continued until April, 1802, when, Mr. Jefferson be-
ing President and democracy in the ascendant, the term
was reduced to the Washington standard of five years, and
80 1t has remained down to the present day.

It is now propozed by the modern order of patriots who
delight in the name of know-nothings to prevent the fur-
ther immigration of foreigners by repealing the naturali-
zation-lawsentirely, if that fefanna practionhla, and 46 .,
to obstruct it as much™ag™possible’ by extending the term
of residence to twenty-one years. Their first proposition is
substantially-the policy of the King of Great Britain,
which the signers of the Declaration denounced to the world
as tyrannical; their alternative proposition is substantially
the policy of the federalists of 1798, except that it is worse
by just one-third. The democrats stand upon the platform
first erected under Washingfon and re-established under
Jefferson for carrying into practical effect the poliey pro-
claimed by the signers of the Declaration of Independence,

We propose now to vindicate the wisdom and patriotism
of the fathers of the republic against the reckless and fac-

tious attacks of the modern federal advocates of the policy
of King George the Third. Upon the principle which these
model patriots now promulgate they would have been on
the side of the British King in 1776, and in 1798 they
would have passed as acceptable federalists, If immigra-
tion is wrong now, it was wrong then; if obstructions to
naturalization are right now, they were right then.

We are not without reliable dataon which to determine
whether know-nothings are wiser and more patriotic than
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and the host of sages and
Btatesmen who have eoncurred with them in encouraging
immigration and facilitating naturalization. We have the
fruits of their policy, and by that standard we will judge
of its wisdom. With the exeeption of four years, the dem-
ocratic policy as to immigration and naturalization has
been in force from the beginning of the government
to the . present time. We commenced with thirteen
otates, and a free population of less than three mil-
lions and a- halfl. We have now thirty-one States,
with a free population of more than twenty millions.
Population “and territory are prominent elements in
national strength, prosperity, and greatness, Our commerce
has grown and extended until we acknowledge no superior
and few rivals in commercial greatness. Qur revenues
have increased from a few millions to more than fifty an-
nually. Immense empires of new territory have been ac-
quired and paid for, and now farnish homes and happiness
to millions of eénlerprising and productive citizens. Our
progress in all that gives power and greatness to a nation
heas filled the world with.wonder and-admiration, whilst
it has filled our own people with.a spirit of national pride
which they bave abundant cause to indulge. —All this, and
many fold ‘more, Will be readily conceded éven by our
know-nothing patriots; but, in their simplicity, they will
ask what has our amazing progress in all the elements of
national proaperity and grandeur to do with the policy of
immigration ‘and naturalization? We' will endeavor to
enlighten them by the irresistible logic of facts and
ficures.

If the know-nothings had controlled the government in
1789, when the constitution went into operation, instead of
enconraging immigration and enacting liberal naturaliza-
tion laws, their policy would have been a fotal exclusion of
all foreigners. They would have acted upon the doctrine
which they now advocate,  Amerieans must rule Ameri-
ca;” and to that end no foreigner would have been allow-
ed a resting place within the limits of the Old Thirteen.
Let us see how that policy would have worked.

In 1790 the population of the United States, including
whites and 'free cclored persons, was 3,231,930. If all in-
crease from immigration had been cut off, in pursuance of
the know-nothing doctrine, the surplus of births over
deaths would have constituted the only growth in our
population. A very interesting problem then presents it
self. Upon the know-nothing policy, if adopted in 1790,

what would be the present population of the United States?
Fortunately, the census tables furnish us with the data for
solving this proposition, and of illustrating the wonder-
ful wisdom of the know-nothing policy. If we take
the census returns for 1850, we find the number of births
to be 548,835, and the number of deaths 271,800—confining
ourself to the white and free-colored population. - The dif-
ference, being 276,945, was the increase of population for
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Native-born of unmixed blood..........couevrvenn..,
Native-born of foreign ﬂeacent...................,....lﬂ,aﬂl,ﬁﬁﬂ
HOreigB-BOrn.. ... cives dovenns soisn venaninas 2,240,681

These astounding results enable us to discuss intelligibly
the effects of immigration upon our national progress
in the great elements of strength and greatness, and
wealth and prosperity. If immigration had been cut off
in 1790 our population in 1850 would have been about
what it actually was in 1820, Immigration, then, has put
us thirty years forward in this important element of na-
tional prosperity. QOur increase in all the departments

of national progress has been in the exact ratio of
our inefrense in nannlatian Mot far #ha Infinanss AP
immigration, the wonderful works of improvement which

have added so much to our national wealth and prosper-
ity could not have been accomplished. To this we are
indebted in an eminent degree for the thousands of miles of
railroad and canal communication which now cover our
vast domain like a network, and furnish ready and profit-
able facilities for realizing the benefits of the productive
energies and enterprise of every industrial pursuit. To
this we are indebted for the reduction of the vast wilder-
ness of the West and Northwest to the dominion of civili-
zation and industry, swelling the amount of ofir annual
revenues, increasing to an almost limitless extent our com-
mercial wealth, and placing us in the front rank of nations
as an agricultural, manufacturing, and commercial people.
To immigration we are indebted in no small degree for the |
rapid addition of State after State to the confederacy until |
we have spanned the continent with more than double our
original number. But it cannot be necessary to dwell
upon results so astounding to foreign nations and so flat-
tering to our own national pride. To appreciate them we
have but to imagine twelve millions of our population with-
drawn, and reflect upon the amazing contrast that would
now be prescnted with a population little more than one
third of its present number! This contrast will be better
appreciated if we imagine the following eighteen of the
bright stars which now illustrate the galaxy of States ex-
punged from our national banner: Alabama, Arkansas,
California, Florida, Iilinois, Indiana, Towa, Kentucky, Lou-
isiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee,
Texas, Wisconsin, Virginia, and New York. These States
have a free white population of twelve millions, the amount
of increaseresulting fromimmigration. Instead of setting up
a just claim to being the most happy, and PI-‘II}EP{'.ID'I.IB, and
powerful nation en the earth, able to command respect all
over the world, to maintain our rights on sea or land
against any foreign combination, and by the moral power
of our republican example to shake the hoary thrones of
monarchs in the Old World, we should be a fourth-rate
national power, subject to constant dangers of foreign in-
vasion, and poorly able to defy the aggressions of a foreign
enemy. Theseresults prove the wisdom of our fathers in re-
sisting the attempts of the British King to prevent inimi-
gration into the colonies, and illustrate the soundness of
the policy which has enacted liberal naturalization laws
and given encouragement to foreign immigration.
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It cannot be said that the character of our population
has deteriorated under the process of the intermingling of
races and bloods from immigration. Does any native-born
citizen feel that he is the worse for having an intermixture
of foreign blood coursing through his veins? Are the ten
millions who have such blood possessed of less energy, less
enterprise, less intelligence, less love of country, or less de-
votion to republican institutions, because their ancestors
came from Ireland, or Scotland, or England, or France, or
Germany, and have mingled their blood with that of the
Pilgrims of the North or the chivalry of the South? Are
they not as thoroughly Americanized and republicanized
as the seven millions who trace no foreign blood in their
veins? The answers to these questions will put to shame
the warfare which know-nothingism is waging upon the
policy of our fathers, Itis not simply a warfare upon the
two millions and a half of foreign-born citizens diffused
throughout the Union, identified in interest with our in-
stitutions, connected by the closest ties with native-born
citizens, engaged in industrial pursuits which add to the
national wealth and prosperity, levelling mountains and
filling up valleys for our great internal improvements, fel-
ling the forests and spreading the area of productive agri-
culture in the far West, shouldering their muskets when
the tocsin of war sounds, and fighting and dying bravely on
the battle-field by the side of native-Americans—a warfare
upon such a body of men is bad enough in all conscience;
but the warfare of know-nothingism is against the prinei-
ples on which our revolution was started and was consum-

mated—against the policy ingrafted upon our constitution



