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October 3/04.

sSecretary ef Var,
Washingten, D.Ce

Dear Sir:=

The President and Board of Directors of this Gnmﬁany
hava cn@sidérad the questions presented by yeur favor aq
Aucust 20th, in which you state:

"I desire now to bring to the attention of the Prasident
"and the Board of Directors of the Panama Rail Road Company
""the question whether it would not he wise now to cive the
"six months notice, which wiuld termirate the Contraect
. "hetween th~ Rall Ruad Company and the Paeific Mail Steam-
Bship Company, securing an exclusive menepoly, by t rough
"pbills of lading, to the Pacific Mail Steamship anpany for
%511 business batwaﬁn the Parts North of Panama, on the
"Pacific Ocean,with Ports en the Atlantic Coast, via the
"raillway, I should 1ike to ask the question whether this
"has not been declared to he illegal by the Supreme Court
"at Begota, and, secendly, whether it is not se contrary te
‘puhlic puliny in the United States that it could not be ;
®enforced in any court of law therein, and that it ought
'nut to govern the operations of the Company. In other
"woerds,] should be glad te invite from the President and
"the Bnard of Directors the reason, if any exists, why the
"econtract should not be cancellad by notice in anunrdanﬂa
fwith its terms, so that th& cancall‘atinn shall take effect
Pgix mﬂn'hs hence®,

Owing te the absence of & numher of Directers on th-

' Isthmua(baing_%ﬁmbara of thﬂ_pﬁmmiaﬂian) this reply could

net be acted upon until a few days age, when I was directed
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