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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY SENATE 

AGENDA 

MEETING NOTICE  Monday,  January 25, 2010 

Room 126 CH, 3:30 p.m. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS: 

I.  Call of the Meeting to Order 

II.  Informal Statements and Proposals 

III. 
Approval of the Minutes:  Monday, November 23, 2009 ‐‐ 
http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/m%2011‐23‐09.htm 

IV.  President's Report 

V.  Committee Reports 

VI.  Old Business:  none 

VII.  New Business 

A.  Budget update ‐‐‐ Gary L. Miller, Provost  Academic Affairs and Research, 

B.  Update on Rhatigan Student Center proposed renovations ‐‐  Wade Robinson, Vice 
President, Campus Life and University Relations and Jim Herrman, Director, Rhatigan 
Student Center 

VIII.  As May Arise 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Office  Campus Phone  Campus Box

http://webs.wichita.edu/senate/m%2011-23-09.htm


President:  Deborah Soles 
deborah.soles@wichita.edu 

3125 / 7886  74 

Vice President:  Steven Skinner 
steven.skinner@wichita.edu 

3415  44 

Secretary :  Johnnie Thompson 

johnnie.thompson@wichita.edu 
6881  28 

President Elect :  Frederick Hemans 
frederick.hemans@wichita.edu 

3555 / 7715  67 

Past President ‐  Larry Spurgeon 
larry.spurgeon@wichita.edu 

6260  77 

Elected by the Senate 

Rhonda Lewis‐Moss 
rhonda.lewis@wichita.edu 

3695  34 

Julie Scherz 
julie.scherz@wichita.edu 

5344  75 

Appointed by the Faculty Senate President 

Daniel Russell 
daniel.russell@wichita.edu 

3125  74 

Office of Faculty Senate 

Bobbi Dreiling, Administrative Assistant 
bobbi.dreiling@wichita.edu 

3504  111
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The Crisis 

The state's higher education enterprise has absorbed remarkably deep and staggering budget cuts 
over the course of the last 18 months. Those cuts have exceeded $100 million. 

In the wake of those devastating cuts, the state's postsecondary institutions have done more than 

"tighten belts." They have, among other things, laid-off employees, left positions unfilled, 
limited services, reduced programs, and cut class sections. 

In addition, under the direction of the Board of Regents, institutional leaders have pursued a 
range of efficiencies, and while those efforts will continue, they have approached the point of 
exhaustion. 

Fat has been cut. Muscle has been pierced. Additional state budget cuts will hit bone, and also 
jeopardize the state's eligibility for federal stimulus dollars that have been vital during this crisis. 

The Choices 

Two stark options confront policy makers as they seek to address the crisis we face. One path 
leads to additional budget reductions that will cut into the bone of the higher education enterprise 
and continue to undermine the critically important investments in higher education that Kansans 
have made over the .last decades and beyond. This path leads to greater risk for our state because 
it further cripples the system's capacity to meet the needs of Kansans and the workforce training 
demands of the state's economy. 

The second, more productive, path requires the pursuit of additional public revenue that will 
enable policy makers to preserve the value of the higher education system that Kansans have 
built, and maintain that system's capacity to deliver value for the people and the economy of 
Kansas. This path will enable the state to educate its way to prosperity. 

The Road Ahead 

With his decision to pursue additional public revenues, and his commitment to reject further cuts 

to higher education, Governor Parkinson has opted to lead the state down the responsible, though 
difficult, road to long-term prosperity. We fully endorse the leadership he has shown with the 
choice he has made and urge other policy makers to join him. 

Like the Governor, we stand ready to endorse equally-effective alternatives to what he has 
specifically proposed, if such alternatives emerge in the coming months. 

Over the course of the last 18 months, higher education has shouldered its share of the state's 
budget burden. Further reductions would devastate an already damaged system and eviscerate 
that system' s capacity to adequately serve the people of this state. 

• Our bottom line is this: Whatever it takes, no more cuts to higher education. 
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For More Information 
I 

Dr. Wade Robinson, Vice President, Campus Life & University Relatl'Otls 
wade.robinson@wichita.edu 
316-978-3021 

Renovation Con1mittee 

1/20/10 

1 
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WICHITA STATE 
UNIVERSITY 

...... 
Ope n Forum Schedule 

Here's your opportunity to learn & ask questions about the Rhatigan Renewal renovation project. These forums are 

o the public & everyone is invited to attend. open t 

Date Location Time 

Frida y, January 22 IRSC Ballroom 119:00 am - 10:00 am 

Mand ay, January 25 RSC Fireplace Lounge 12:00 pm - 1 :00 pm 

Mand ay, January 25 RSC Great Plains Rm 215/217 2:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

!Tues day, January 26 IIRSC Ballroom 112:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

!Tues day, January 26 IIRSC Ballroom 15:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Wed nesday, January 27 RSC Great Plains Rm 215/217 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Thur sday, January 28 RSC Fireplace Lounge 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 

!Frida y, January 29 IIRSC Shocker Square 1111 :30 am - 12:30 pm 

All ti mes are subject to change or cancellation. 

This s ite is maintained by RHATIGAN STUDENT CENTER. This page last modified on Wednesday, January 20, 
11 :44: 13 AM Central US Time. If you find errors please bring them to the attention of RSC Marketing 

arketing@wichita.edu) . 

2010 
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Wichita State University Faculty Senate meeting Monday, January 25, 2010  

MEMBERS PRESENT: Baldridge, T. Bennett, Bolin, Bryant, Craft, Dale, Decker,  
DeSilva, Driessen, Hemans, Henry, Hershfield, Hu, Klunder, Kreinath, Lewis-Moss,  
Miller, Mosack, Myers, Pickard, Rillema, Rokosz, Ross, D. Russell, Scherz, Skinner, 
Smith-Campbell, Spurgeon, Strattmann, Thompson, Wolf, Yeager  

MEMBERS ABSENT: J. Bennett, Horn, Moore-Jansen, L. Russell, Taher, Yildirim  

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Anderson, Brooks, Carruthers, Celestin, Monroe, Soles  

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS: Provost Miller  

Summary of Action:   

I. Call of the Meeting to Order: President Soles had a medical emergency, so the meeting 
was called to order by President-elect Hemans  

II. Informal Statements and Proposals:  
President-elect Hemans told the senate about President Soles's father and the senate to 

keep her in their thoughts.  
Senator Anderson announced Feed Haiti project at the Metroplex, Feb.  

5,6, &7  
         Senator Hershfield stated that several people had been nominated and elected to the senate 

without their know ledge or approval. Bobbi Dreiling said there is a place on the nomination 
form that ask if the nominee has been consulted and is willing to stand for election. 
President-elect Hemans informed the Senate that the election process for the 2010-2011 senate 
would begin February 1 and the process would again be done electronically via mrInterview.  
         He also mentioned that nomination form for recipients of the President's  

Distinguished Service award to be distributed soon.  

III. Approval of the Minutes: Minutes of October 26, 2009, meeting accepted as presented.  

IV. President's Report:  

V. Committee Reports: none  

VI. Old Business: none  

VII. New Business: 

 A.  Budget update --- Gary L. Miller, Provost Academic Affairs and  
Research  



The Provost gave highlights of several possible scenarios if there is a significant or a 
small reduction in funds allocated by the state. He stated that detailed information 
has been shared with the Faculty Senate Planning and Budget committee. He noted 
that last year the Council of Chief Academic Officers decided to suspend payments 
to the University of Kansas Press for one year to draw down the reserves. Payments 
will be resumed. He commended the quality of the press.  
He said that the new proposal for admissions standards has been drafted through 
collaboration with Regents. It would require High School students to complete more 
college prep courses and would relieve the problem with home schooled applicants.  
He noted that the Governor supports a temporary increase of taxes on tobacco and 
during a visit to campus last week the Governor stated that there was no intent to 
reduce the budget for higher education. If reductions are required to the operating 
grant by at least $15 million WSU will plan for 3% budget reduction. The Faculty 
of Distinction budget may have to be reduced and the Foundation will have to make 
adjustments. The Board of Regents document was shared with senate. The 3% 
budget reduction, at this point, will be absorbed by the Provost’s Office and the 
details will be provided to the Planning and Budget committee.  

Provost Miller took questions and copies of the new proposal admissions policies 
were made available. It was noted that the stimulus money was used to help offset 
the tuition increases. He also noted that some searches will begin, and it is his hope 
that some vacancies can be filled, especially in Education because of NCATE 
accreditation, however, he noted that  
Engineering and Fine Arts (String faculty) are especially needing faculty.  

He also said that this spring he will hold open meetings in each college.  

B. Update on Rhatigan Student Center proposed renovations -- Wade  
Robinson, Vice President, Campus Life and University Relations and Jim Herrman,  
Director, Rhatigan Student Center  

They made a power point presentation “Rhatigan Renewal The Future is  
Ours.” VP Robinson presented some background on the RSC saying in 1959 Phase 1 
was completed, in 1969, the Bookstore, Ballroom and CAC theater were added. In 
2006, they began the planning for these new renovations. This was prompted by 
students and also by the fact that the new renovations will be more efficient as far as 
utilities are concerned.  
They presented their rationale for the renovations, including that students stated they 
needed more meeting space, lounge space and hours of service; renovation also is 
supported by five foundations for recruitment and retention -- students and parents are 
interested in a campus having excellent programs, student union, modern residential 
living, health facilities and a safe environment.  



VP Robinson noted that 80% of the current center will be renovated but the bookstore will 
not be touched. The total cost of the renovations is estimated to be $33 million and the project 
will be funded by student fees through a 20-year bond. It is hoped that construction will begin in 
2011 and be completed by August 2013. There will be several open forums for student input and 
ask the senators to encourage their students to attend these forums. This project must be 
approved by the students.  

They mentioned that there may be a Phase 2 with additions to the west and  
incorporating the CAC Theatre and possible parking garage however Phase 2 will be in the 
distant future.  
VIII: As May Arise:  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm  
Respectfully submitted:  
Johnnie Thompson 
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