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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY 
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DEDICATION CEREMONY 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1984 



Wichita State University 
Dedication Ceremony 
Thursday, October 18, 1984 
11:00 a.m. 

• 
Informal tours of A hlberg Hall led by 
students, facu lty and staff of the 
College of Health Professions 
10:00 a .m. 
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Musical Prelude and Fanfare . . .. .. . .... . ... . . . .. . . . ... Faculty Brass Quintet 

Welcome and Introductions . . .. . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. Warren B. Armstrong 
President , Wichita State University 

Remarks .. . . . ... . .. . . ...... . . . . . .. .. . . .......... . .. . . .. . .. Rob Raine 
President, Student Government Association 

Remarks . ..... . ... .. ... . .... . .. .......... . ........... . Brooke Collison 
President, University Senate 

Remarks .. . . .. . . .... .. ... .. . . ..... .. ... . ... . . .. . ... .. . Dale Richmond 
President, Alumni Association 

Remarks ... .. . . .. .. . ..... . .... . . . ..... . .. . .. .. .. . .Sidney D. Rodenberg 
Dean , College of Health Professions 

Remarks .... . . . ... . .. . .... . ... . .... . . . .. . ... . . . .... . .. Wendell E. Lady 
C hairman, Kansas Board of Regents 

Tribute to the Ahlbergs . .. . . . . . . . ...... . . . . . .... . . . .. . . . Jordan L. Haines 
C hairman of the Board, Fourth National Bank and Trust Co., Wichita, 

and Former Member, Kansas Board of Regents 

Response . .. . . . . . . .. .. . ... . . .. . . . . . . Clark D. and Rowena Osborn A hlberg 

Unveiling of Slate ....... . .. . ... .. . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . .... . . The Ahlbergs 

Spe~ial Presentation . .. . . . . . ........ . . . ...... . ... . ........... Mr. Raine 

Closing Remarks ........ . . . .. .. . .. ... . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . President Armstrong 

Faculty Brass Quintet 
Walter Myers, Trumpet 
Mark Hornbacher, Trumpet 
Nicholas Smith, Horn 
Russell Widener, Trombone 
Douglas Tornquist, Tuba 



Clark D. and 
Rowena Osborn Ahlberg 

he University quite appropriately T 
names its health sciences building 

in honor of C lark D. and Rowena Osborn 
Ahlberg. "Clark Ahlberg was the central 
figure in che creation of the College of 
Health Professions," said Wichita Scace pres­
ident, Warren B. Armstrong, and "he was 
instrumental in charting the growth and pro­
gress of the institution. Rowena Ahlberg's 
energies and enthusiasm were channeled in 
the same direction and together the 
Ahlbergs symbolize the spirit of Wichita 
State University." 

Dr. and Mrs. Ahlberg are both alumni of 
Wichita State and served as president and 
first lady from 1968 to 1983. During that 
time University enrollment increased more 
than 50 percent, up co 17,150, and yearly 
private giving more than doubled, up to at 
least $3 million annually. 

Before returning to his Alma Mater as 
president, Dr. Ahlberg had an outstanding 

career in public service and academic admin­
istration. He received the master's degree 
and doctorate in political science from the 
Maxwell Graduate School of Citizenship 
and Public Affairs at Syracuse University 
and began his career as director of the Wash­
ington Research Office for Syracuse. In 1951 
he was appointed assistant dean of the Col­
lege of Engineering and assistant professor of 
political science. He left Syracuse four years 
later to become deputy director of the New 
York State Division of Budget, and he later 
served as director of the budget and as the 
first deputy comptroller of the state before 
returning to Syracuse as vice president of 
administration and research in 1959. 

Dr. Ahlberg has held a number of national 
appointive positions, including service on 
the staff of the President's Scientific Re­
search Board, on the research staff of the 
National Bureau of Standards, and on the 
Regional Panel of the President's Commis­
sion on White House Fellowships. He has 
had appointive positions with the ational 
Health Facilities Review Council and has 
served as a consultant to the U.S. Public 
Health Service. In 1983 he received WSU's 
Alumni Association's Achievement Award. 

Since retiring from the presidency of Wich• 
ita State in 1983, Dr. Ahlberg has been a 
University Professor, teaching in the politi• 
cal science department. 

As first lady, Rowena Osborn Ahlberg was 
the University's hostess at countless official 
and social occasions with students, parents, 
alumni, faculty, staff, and distinguished visi• 
tors from throughout the world. For her out· 
standing service to the University, the 
Alumni Association presented her with its 
Recognition Award in 1981. 



Ahlberg Hall II he five-story, $5 .8 million building 
named for Clark D. and Rowena 

Osborn Ahlberg opened its doors to Wichita 
State University students and faculty in the 
fall of 1980. Once known as the Health Sci­
ences Building, Ahlberg Hall houses the 
College of Health Professions, which was 
founded in 1970 under the guidance of 
Dr. Ahlberg. 

The college now has 700 students enrolled 
in 15 programs on che graduate and under­
graduate levels. Associate degree programs 
are available in den tal hygiene and respira­
t◊ry therapy, while certificates of completion 
are awarded for the physician's assistant and 
emergency medical training programs. Stu­
dents may earn the Bachelor of Science in 

health care administration, medical record 
administration, medical technology, nursing, 
and physical therapy and the Bachelor of 
Health Science in cyt◊technology, dental 
hygiene, physician's assistant, and respira­
tory therapy. The college offers graduate pro­
grams leading to the Master of Nursing and 
co the Master of Health Science, with em­
phasis in administration, education, and ad­
vanced clinical study. 

The building has a total of 105,000 square 
feet of space for instruction, offices, and clin­
ics, with nearly 4,000 square feet devoted tO 

faculty research laborat◊ries. Instructional 
areas include the D. Cramer Reed Lecture 
Hall, named for the college's first dean, plus 
another large lecture cheater, seven class­
rooms, and five seminar/conference rooms. 
Ten teaching and three research laboratories 
and associated support areas feature modern 
and highly specialized equipment available 
for training students in up-co-date health 
care practices. The building also houses the 
college's independent study laboratory, 
biomedical communication production unit, 
and the Center for Continuing Health 
Education. 

The Student Health Service, the Deneal 
Hygiene C linic, and che WSU Geront◊logy 
Center, with its Mullikin Resource Center, 
are also found in Ahlberg Hall. The Student 
Health Services annually provides care co 
many WSU students with health concerns, 
medical problems, illnesses, and injuries, and 
the Dental Hygiene Clinic allows advanced 
students co gain practical experience while 
working on patients in a clinical setting. The 
gerontology center develops and manages 
community research in the area of aging and 
serves as a resource center and information 
clearinghouse for community agencies and 
organizations in planning and developing 
services for older persons. T he center also 
develops and coordinates gerontology-re­
lated activities and programs at the Univer­
sity, including instruction, research, service, 
and continuing education. 
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