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STATEMENT BY REPRESENTATIVE DAN GLICKMAN
FAA AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2890
JULY 13, 1987

MR. CHAIRMAN, hardly a day goes by without a report of near
midair collisions by aircraft, scheduling and delay hassles,
growing consumer complaints about service and faulty maintenance
of aircraft. In just the last two weeks, one airline alone
reported three near catatrosphes involving two near collisions

and a landing at the wrong airport. As the Washington Post amply

put it today, air travel has become a “flightmgre". It is time
that we in Congress take some real action to turn this situation
around.

Frankly, I am tired df the quarrelling between Congress, the
FAA, DOT and the Administration. We are getting nowhere while
the historic air safety of the United States is going down
fast. Those that have elected us to serve them deserve to know
that the skies are safe for travel and that the monies they pay
in ticket taxes are being put to good use. Yes, we are in a
budget crunch, but I can tell you that when I go home, my
constituents say "you can cut other things but don't cut anything
that ensures my safety."

Mr. Chairman, my amendment brings the appropriation for the
FAA's Research, Engineering and Development program tgﬁﬁb the
authorization level approved by the Committee on Science, Space
and Technology. Under this part of the budget, funding is
provided for several major air traffic control programs including
traffic alert and collision avoidance systems (TCAS), development

of a voice switching and control system, continued development of



the automated en route air traffic control (AERA) concept,
airport capacity research, developing radars for the detection
and tracking of severe weather and the overall systems
engineering and direction for improving the air traffic control
system.

This program also administers funds required for: aircraft
safety, including fire safety, transport and general aviation
safety, and expedited research into explosive and weapon
detection; minimization of environmental consequences as a result
of aviation; and research into biomedical factors related to
aircraft accidents, injuries and fatalities, and research into
the optimization of factors related to selection, training,
retention, and performance of air traffic controllers as well as
to understand the human performance process in cockpits. This
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funding increase conformsswith the FAA budget request which was
cut by OMB and more importantly, would be taken from the aviation
trust fund which is to be used expressly for purposes such as
this.

Mr. Chairman, there is a lot of talk about improving air
safety but we are still plagued with problems that don't seem to
be going away. As pessimistic as it may sound, if we don't start
moving ahead on developing vital technology, I think we are
asking for more disasters such as the Dallas-Fort Worth or
Aeromexico crashes. I urge my colleagues to support this

amendment. Let's put our money where our mouths are.
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