WICHITA STATE
UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

The Sunflower, v.127, no.19 (February 2, 2023)

ltem Type Newspaper

Citation The Sunflower: Official student newspaper, v.127, no. 19, Wichita,
Kansas, February 2, 2023. - 6 pages

Publisher Wichita State University

Download date

2026-07-20 15:31:25

Link to Item

https://hdl.handle.net/10057/29139



https://hdl.handle.net/10057/29139

The Sunflowers

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY'S STUDENT NEWS SOURCE SINCE 1896

Feb. 2, 2023

Galyn Vesey, a lifelong Wichita
native and civil rights activist, hugs
Gregory Vandyke Jr, the Speaker
of the Senate in SGA, at the 15th
annual MLK Commemoration on
Jan. 31, Vandyke read an excerpt of
Martin Luther King Jr's “| Have a
Dream"” speech, before Vesey gave
his keynote speech. | Photo by Mia
Hennen / The Sunflower

Galyn Vesey
joins WSU for
annual Martin
Luther King Jr.
commemoration

BY MALEAH EVANS

AND MAEGAN VINCENT
maleah.evans04@gmail.com

and maeganannyincent@grnail.com

Galyn Vesey, one of the protes-
tors behind the three-week-long
Dockum Drug Store sit-in, visited
Wichita State, sharing his expe-
rience with the civil rights move-
ment at the 15th annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Commemoration
on Jan. 3L

“Wichita had been a racially
segregated community for most
of'its history,” Vesey said. “Blacks
were routinely subjected, either
overtly or subtly, to various racial
hostilities and victims to discrimi-
natory practices outside the black
community.”

Vesey was one of the 10 students
who organized Wichita’s historic
Dockum Sit-In in 1958. For almost
a month, Vesey and the other stu-
dents went into the Dockum Drug
Store every day, filling the seats
at the lunch counter and asking
to place an order. At the time, the
Dockum Drug Store only served
white citizens. This event marked
one of the very first lunch counter
protests during the Civil Rights
movement,

“(The store manager) made the
comment, ‘serve them, I'm losing
too much money,” Vesey said.
“The way we fought was to be
there, on those counters, let it be
known that we came in for service
and we were not going anywhere
until we got it.”

Along with his experience at
the Dockum sit-in, Vesey also
talked about his project “Research
on Black Wichita, Kansas: 1945-
1958,” as well as several notable
figures that all combined to spark
the Civil Rights movement as it is
known today.

One of these figures, and the
subject of the commemoration,
was King. He, like Vesey, often
sacrificed his own safety for the
Civil Rights movement.

Vesey made the connection
between the peaceful protest in
1958 and the protests happening
today.

“Much of the time, maybe not
always, it’s the young community
who brings about change,” Vesey
said.

In addition to Vesey’s speech,
the Office of Diversity and
Inclusion, which hosted the
event, handed out the annual
Drum Major Award. This award
is presented to a Wichita State
University administrator, faculty,
staff or student who “seeks great-
ness, but does so through service
and love.”

To mark the 15th anniversary
of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemoration, three recipients
were named: Bobby Berry, assistant
dean for Diversity and Outreach,
the College of Applied Studies,
Alicia Sanchez, director to the
Office of Diversity and Inclusion,
and Galyn Vesey.
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'MIXED FEELINGS

General education plan in the works would reduce
the number of required hours from 36 to 34-35
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The breakdown of
KBOR's “Systemwide
general education”
program. In total, it
would add up to 34-35
credit hours.

ENGLISH

KBOR pushes for changes to gen eds statewide

BY DANIELLE WAGNER
suzwagneré5@gmailcom

ost students at WSU spend
more than a year completing
general education courses
required of all students, no
matter their college or major.
Now, the Kansas Board of Regents is
looking to reduce the requirements.

KBOR, the governing board for higher
education in Kansas, last changed general
education requirements in 2019, when
the number of credits went from 42 to
36 credit hours to better align with a
2017 requirement that made colleges cap
degree programs at 120 credit hours. That
change caused WSU to condense their
general education requirements.

The new “Systemwide General
Education” program would affect the six
state universities: Emporia State, Fort
Hays State, Kansas State, Pittsburg State,
University of Kansas and Wichita State,
as well as Washburn and community
colleges.

KBOR completed their new plan,
which had been in the works since the end
of 2020, in June 2022.

With the new plan, KBOR intends to
make transferring from one Kansas school
to another in the state easier, a universal
struggle for transfer students.

FACULTY SENATE RESPONSE

Mathew Muether, KBOR’s general edu-
cation committee chair, presented the new
general education plan to WSU’s Faculty
Senate at their meeting on Jan. 30, where
it was met with mixed responses.

“I warned at the time in 2019 (that LAS)
was going to suffer as a result of the cuts
that were approved at that time,” Chase
Billingham, at-large sociology senator,
said. “We are facing pressure from rpk and

the Board of Regents on that very issue.
I fear it is going to get even worse if we
approve this.”

KBOR hired rpk Group, an educational
consulting firm, almost a year ago to
look at the six state universities’ degree
pPIograins,

“Is this like a general trend that we’re
transforming higher education institu-
tions into many polytechnics?” Terrance
Figy, a physics senator, asked. “I kind of
have mixed feelings about this proposal.”

Holger Meyer, a physics senator,
expressed concerns with students avoiding
prerequisites through transfer gen eds.
Meyer pointed out that there is a way to
meet general education and miss classes
required for majors.

“Even though this is being presented
to us as basically a done deal,” Billingham
said. “We on the Faculty Senate, and we in
the faculty are going to vote on this, and
you do not need to vote yes.”

Jeff Pulaski, at-large art and design
senator, suggested that instead of giving in
to KBOR, WSU should communicate with
the other universities and come up with
their own general education framework.

“If there’s a lot of dissatisfaction at the
other four year institutions,” Pulaski said,
“perhaps a meeting with KBOR to say
give us a little more time to come up with
something that meets our goals and your
goals.”

CURRENT GENERAL
EDUCATION PROGRAM

The current general education program
requires 36 hours of courses.

REQUIRED COURSES (36 HOURS):

Foundation courses (12 hours):
» Two English course

« Math

« Communications
Divisional Courses (12 hours):

» Fine arts and Humanities

= Social/behavioral sciences

« Mathematics and natural sciences.
Additional general education
courses (12 hours):

» Four additional general education
courses from at least two of the four
divisions listed above, with one being a
first-year seminar

CHANGES PROPOSED UNDER
NEW PLAN:

The new program would require
students to complete 34-35 credit hours for
general education, only a one or two hour
reduction from the current program.

Within the foundation courses there
would be no change — still requiring
six hours in English and three each in
communications and math.

The change would come to divisional
courses.

Math and science would be separated.
With the new plan, it would be renamed
to a natural and physical science discipline
that requires a course with a lab. This
would take the requirement of three credit
hours in this discipline to four or five.

Social and behavioral sciences require-
ments would increase from three to six
hours.

Fine arts and humanities would be
combined into one discipline area, but the
credit hour requirement would remain the
same: six hours (one from each).

In addition, the 12 hours of extra
divisional courses would be reduced to
six, with three hours of this needing to be
a diversity course. The Faculty Senate will
discuss the program more on Feb. 13 at the
next meeting.
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A student introduces herself in a game at the freshers party. The Indian Student Association hosted this event once a semester. | Photo by Courtney Brown

/ The Sunflower

‘Go out of your comfort zone:’ ISA Freshers
Party gathers international students together

BY COURTNEY BROWN
browncourtney2002@gmailcom

For students starting college in
a new country, it can be disorien-
tating. To help with the transition,
the Indian Student Association
(ISA) hosts its Freshers Party for
new students each semester.

This spring, the event gathered
Indian students on Jan. 27, com-
plete with guest speakers offering
advice and games to spur new
connections.

“We want to educate them on
what to do, what is a credit hour,
how to behave in the classroom,”
said Perlekar Tamtam, ISA faculty
advisor.

To kick off the event, two faculty
members shared their perspectives
as former international students.
Hailing from Egypt in 1979, M.
Edwin Sawan strongly encouraged
students to embrace discomfort.

“Get involved with the
community,” Sawan, now the
interim director in the School of
Computing, said. “Go out of your
comfort zone, make new friends,
from whichever and from other
countries.”

Students had the chance to
act on Sawan’s advice: Attendees
could volunteer to go onstage and
participate in a game, introducing
themselves and answering various
prompts.

Those with the most interesting

responses won the titles of “Mr.
and Ms, Fresher.”

“It’s all about a personality
event where they will undergo a
three round of questions,” Sneha
Tomy, general secretary of ISA,
said. “People with interesting
answers will be given (a) crown.”

Both game participants and
audience members alike enjoyed
themselves, applauding and
cheering at jokes and displays of
cultural pride.

Keerthi Venugopal Rakhee,
newly enrolled in the master’s
program for industrial engineer-
ing, found herself on stage. She
said she was eager to attend the
Freshers Party and learn more
about ISA.

“I'm trying to push myself to
the maximum,” Venugopal Rakhee
said. “I'm trying to connect with
new people, trying to build new
relationships.”

In addition to hosting presenta-
tions and activities, ISA provided
students with goods donated by
the community. Jackets, blankets,
appliances, and even old laptops
are featured among the gifts.

Tomy was grateful that the
Fresher Party could support the
new students,

“We are glad that we had a
small community sign up,” Tomy
said. “It’s a great way to spread
love, kindness and care to the new
students.”

An audience member smiles as students participant in a game onstage.
Participants had fun making jokes and displaying pride in their heritage
at the Indian Student Association's freshers party.| Photo by Courtney
Brown / The Sunffower

A student raises his hand and brings it down to his knee, sending
cheers throughout the audience. His clothes are a traditional Indian
outfit, according to Perlekar Tamtam, the faculty advisor for the Indian
Student Association. Photo by Courtney Brown / The Sunflower

How to start a student organization on campus

DANIELLE WAGNER
suzwagner8s@gmail.com

president and treasurer
« A faculty or staff member to serve as

the advisor

organization will have to present to the
Student Senate to be recognized or not.
Typically, this takes two meetings of the

Students interested in starting their own
student organization can add to the 172 that
already exist on campus. Abbi Whisler, the
student organization coordinator for Student
Engagement, Advocacy & Leadership
(SEAL), explained just how to do that.

Whisler typically sets up one-on-one
sessions with students to talk them through
the process. When a student approaches her,
she first looks at if a similar organization
exists.

“Even if there is, I never turn away a
student and what kind of club they want to
create,” Whistler said. “We just try not to
duplicate too many of them.”

+  SEAL has three requirements to form

a student organization.
«  Five or more student members with a

Governing documents including a
constitution and bylaws

After Whisler receives this information,
she will talk the student through the process
of recognition through Student Government
Association.

All of the organization's information
will be sent to the chair of the Ways
and Means Committee which overseces
recommendations and issues regarding
student organizations for SGA. From there,
a representative of the student organization
will give a short presentation.

The presentation should include what
the organization is, why it is important to
campus life and answer any questions the
committee has.

After receiving committee approval, the

Senate. The first meeting will not result in
action but allows for questions, discussion
and debate.

The following meeting, senators vote on
whether to recognize the organization or
not. SGA provides $250 in funding to help
start new organizations.

After this process is complete, Whisler
will meet with the organization to create
their ShockerSync page, go over rules and
regulations, and finish any other paperwork.

If you're looking to start a new
organization you can reach out to Whisler
at abbiwhisler@wichita.edu or visit SEAL's
website,

To join a current organization visit
ShockerSync to browse and see events.

THIS WEEK'S NEWS IN BRIEF

BY ALLISON CAMPBELL

campbellnallison@gmailcom

WSUPD accepting and delivering
Shocker Locker donations

For the duration of February, Wichita State
Police Department officers will be taking
an active role in collecting and depositing
canned goods, hygiene products and
other essentials to WSU's free food bank,
the Shocker Support Locker.

The department encourages students
(who are able) to bring food items
(preferably canned or non-perishables),
toiletries and baby or family products to
the department station, where officers
will then deliver the items to the Shocker
Locker, located in Grace Wilkie,

Alternatively, items can be left in specific
spots inside campus buildings and
facilities and officers will make routine
collections and bring the items to the
Locker,

"With the food insecurity issues that were
addressed |ast year by SGA, [ think it's
really vital for us to continue supporting
students in that way and encouraging
people to donate,” WSUPD Sergeant
Nathaniel Johnson said. "I'm more than
happy to meet someone [to collect
donations] if that means helping out the
Shocker Support Locker for longer.

WSU blood drive requests donors

In collaboration with the American Red
Cross, WSU will host a blood drive at the
Heskett Center on Feb. 7 and 8.

In preparation, the Red Cross is
requesting that donors of all races

and ethnicities consider making an
appointment to give blood to those in
need, especially those diagnosed with
sickle cell disease, Donors must be at
least 16, must weigh at least 110 Ibs and
be in good health to contribute.

For additional information on donor
requirements or to schedule an

appointment, visit the American Red
Cross website or call 1-800-733-2767

High school seniors named as Harry
Gore Scholarship winners

After competing against 480 high school
seniors from across the country at the
Distinguished Scholarship Invitational, the
three primary recipients of the $64,000
Harry Gore Memorial Scholarship have
been selected,

Maley Hansen

A Wichita North High School senior who
plans to study business administration,

Lesly Hernandez

A Maize High senior who will major in
political science

Jayden Island

A Derby High School student and future
biological sciences major

The seniors won after competing against
14 other finalists, after an intense
interviewing process on Jan. 19. With each
of their $64,000 scholarships, they will
enter WSU in the upcoming fall semester.

Tai Chi classes to begin at Heskett
Center

Known as a gentle, Chinese martial

art, Tai Chi classes will soon be made
available to WSU students, faculty and
staff at WSU's Heskett Center. Led by
instructor Matthew Moors, the 45 minute
classes will aim to clear the minds and
challenge the coordination of participants
while also serving as a relaxing form of
exercise.

Classes will begin on Feb. 6th at 4 p.m,
with registration required through the
WSU Campus Recreation app ( available
with Android and 10S).
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HAVE A STORY IDEA?

Contact the Sports editor,
Trinity Ramm
sports@thesunflowercom

MBB v.s. Houston*

Feb.2at 8 pm.
Wichita, KS

Men’s Tennis v.s. Cincinnati*

Feb. 3at1pm,
Wichita, KS

Women's Tennis v.s. Abilene
Christian

Feb.3at4 pm.
Wichita, KS

WBB v.s. Memphis*

Feb.4at2 pm,
Wichita, KS

Track & Field @ lowa St.
Classic

Feb, 4/All Day
Ames, IA

MBB @ Tulsa*

Feb.5at2 p.m.
Tulsa, OK

Men’s Tennis @ Oklahoma

Feb. 5at12 pm,
Norman, 0K

*denctes a conference matchup

SENIOR GUARD CRAIG
PORTER JR.

Porter finds himself on the AAC Weekly
Honor Roll after averaging 16.0 points,
9.5 rebounds and 6.0 assists over the
Shockers two games from last week,
He is one of five NCAA Division | players
who are averaging at least 3.0 assists,
1.0 block and 10 steal per game. Porter
is among the conference leaders in
these three categories. He is third in
blocks, eighth in assists and tenth in
steals, He needs five more blocks to tie
Ron Baker for the most by a Wichita
State guard,

SENIOR FORWARD JANE
ASINDE

For the second time this season, Asinde
was named to the AAC Weekly Honor
Roll. This comes after she averaged

a double-double in Wichita States
[ast two games with 155 points and
12.5 rebounds. She had her seventh
career double-double in a win against
Cincinnati with 23 points and 14
rebounds, the former of which is also
a career high. Asinde is currently
thirteenth in the nation in rebounds
per game and she ranks fifth in the
American in steals.

Men's
annual

BY JAYCIE NELSON
editor@thesunflower.com

ccording to the Coaching
for Literacy website, 79%
of Wichita 3rd graders

were not reading proficiently in
2021

To help the fight for literacy,
men’s basketball has teamed
up with United Way of Plains,
Coaching for Literacy and
International Paper to help sup-
port local students.

The annual Coaching for
Literacy game will be held on Feb.
8 against the University of Central
Florida this year and will help to
fundraise for childhood literacy.

The money raised will support
14 schools in USD259.— all of
which are Title 1 schools, which
means 80% or more of students are
on reduced lunches.

“We are partnering with
schools, where many of the young
people in the schools identify as
black or brown. They are black,
indigenous or persons of color.
And so how our fight for literacy
campaign is different is the books
that we provide feature characters
of color,” Abel Frederic, Vice
President of Community Impact
for United Way of Plains, said.
“So these are characters that look
just like the young person that is

Feb.2,2023 | 3
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asketball hosts fourth
Fight for Literacy game

T

reading the book, because at the
end of the day, representation
matters.”

While Coaching for Literacy is a

nationwide effort, the funds raised
by each team will remain local.
The money raised by the men’s
basketball team will purchase two
books and a light book bag for
each kindergarten through third-
grade student in those 14 schools.

Childhood literacy is a growing
national problem with two in three
American third-graders unable to
read proficiently. Reading profi-
ciently focuses on reading compre-
hension, word recognition and the
ability to dissect what's in a book
and apply it to the classroom.

“When young people are in
school, from kindergarten to
second grade, they are learning to
read,” Fredric said. “By the time
they enter third grade, they are
reading to learn.”

30 NCAA Division 1 basketball
teams are participating in the
campaign, which runs through the
end of February.

So far, all three of the
top fundraisers are from the
American Athletic Conference.
The “Wichita State Fight for
Literacy benefiting United Way
of the Plains literacy efforts”
team is winning with over
$10,000 donated. In second

-
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Fans cheer at last year's Coaching for Literacy game against the University of
South Florida on Feb. 12, 2022. Wichita State won the game 73-69. | File Photo

by Mia Hennen / The Sunflower

place is the “SMU Mustangs
Fight for Literacy benefitting
Readers 2 Leaders,” with over
$3,000 donated. In third place is
“Houston Fight for Literacy ben-
efitting local students through
Literacy Now,” with over $1,000
raised.

You can create your own literacy
team page with friends, family or

coworkers to support your choice of
a college basketball team, and help
fundraise for that team. There are
currently 10 teams supporting the
Wichita State Men's baskethall team.
There will be a QR code on
the jumbotron during the game
that you can scan to donate, or you
can donate on the Coaching for
Literacy website.

This week on the road

BY DANIELLE WAGNER
suzwagner6b@gmail.com

Two career highs against
Cincinnati:

Senior Jane Asinde and junior
Ambah Kowcun dominated the
Jan. 28 game in Cincinnati. With
23 and 22 points respectively, the
duo accounted for over 65% of
the teams points. Not only did
they lead in field goal percentage,
but also from the free throw line.
Asinde made nine of her points
from the line, to finish with a free
throw percentage of .82. Though
only making five free throws
herself, Kowcun finished right with
her with a .83 percentage.

Asinde’s 23 points and 14
rebounds gave her a career high in
scoring and her seventh dou-
ble-double this season. With five
three-pointers, Kowcun also made
a career high in points against
Cincinnati. Wichita’s 69-50 victory
secures them their third confer-
ence win and a 13-8 record overall,

Season high scoring for the
Shocker men:

Scoring 49 points in the first
half, a season high for the team,
Wichita led East Carolina by 21
points. Even with ECU’s 44 points
scored in the second half, they
weren't able to bypass WSU., This

road victory for the Shockers puts
their record at 11-10 after the 85-72
win. Big scorers for the Shockers
were seniors Craig Porter Jr.

and James Rojas. Porter scored

20 points while Rojas was right
behind him with 19.

Porter also led the team in
rebounds with eight total, allon
defense. Following right behind
Porter in rebounds were junior
Jaykwon Walton and Rojas, both
with seven. Rojas took 14 shots
from the free throw line to make
11 of his 19 points. WSU’s .509 field
goal percentage shattered ECU’s
373

WBB @ Temple:

The 59-72 loss to Temple didn’t
stop senior Trajata Colbert from
hitting two career highs with 25
points and 11 rebounds. This was
also her fourth double-double
of the season. Fellow senior Jane
Asinde finished the night with 12
rebounds, six on both offense and
defense. The Shocker women had
their worst shooting percentage
of the season at .278. Though they
scored more points than Temple in
the last quarter, WSU was not able
to make a comeback.

TRACK
FIELD

Tyler Lindsey runs in the 400 meter during the track meet on January
28 af the Heskett Center. Lindsey ran 1:03:39 during the 400 meter and
placed 3rd.| Photo by Madeline Bell / The Sunflower

Junior Kolby Caster free falls after a
succesful pole vault. | Photo by Brian-
na Cook / The Sunflower
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ARTS & CULTU

HAVE A STORY IDEA?

Contact the Arts editor,
Sascha Harvey
arts@thesunflowercom

Visitors examine works from the Spring Exhibition. The collection includes Japanese woodcut prints and Chinese paintings from “Nature in the Floating
World: Images of Nature in Japanese and Chinese Art." | Photo by Kyran Crist / The Sunflower

‘Pay attention to us:’ Reception
kicks off Spring Exhibition at Ulrich

BY SALSABILA ATTARIA
skattariab@gmmail.com

The Ulrich Museum of Art
unveiled their spring exhibit on
Thursday with a celebration that
brought together the city’s art
lovers. The event displayed pieces
from a variety of mediums to cura-
tors, students and curious guests.

“We are executing our ideas
and talking about important
things,” Stone said. “Pay attention
to us.”

Fine arts professor Tim Stone
is featured in the event. As a
former WSU student, seeing his
art at this show fulfills a long-time
goal.

“We have these events so
that we can bring attention to
the Ulrich and our beautiful
collection,” Teri Mott, marketing

manager, said. “We want folks
trom the entire community to
come out and explore, not just the
university.”

Producing the exhibit required
extensive planning before it
was ready to be presented to
the public. The work poured
into giving each chosen piece its
spotlight cannot go ignored.

“It’s months of planning and
conceptualizing,” senior Maddie
Meadows, graphic design major,
said. “This is our chance to
celebrate all of that work and
showcase it.”

The largest exhibit, titled
Nature of the Flowing World, fea-
tured a diverse line up of Eastern
Asian woodblock art.

“Some pieces have been in
Wichita for a hundred years,”
Ksenya Gurshtein, curator, said.

The Ulrich Museum of Art opened this years spring exhibition featuring
"Interstitial Vessel ', porcelain with feldspar inclusions by artist Ted Adler. |

Photos by Kyran Crist / The Sunflower

“We have substantial holdings of
that material that we have almost
never shown before now.”

The Ulrich Museum proves to
be a hidden treasure on campus.
Though small, the building’s
unique architecture and well-
stocked exhibits deserve the
attention attracted by the party.

“Students should be proud
that we have such a gorgeous
museum,” Mott said. “The collec-
tion is part of the students’ lives.
We encourage them to come out
and enjoy it and celebrate with
us.”

The celebration also provides
an opportunity for art students
looking to build their career.
Finding curators, supporters and
experienced artists to connect
with at a single event proves to be
useful for those wishing to gain a

foothold in art and marketing.

“There are students here who
have worked their way up from
internships to full time employees
at the museum,” Meadows said.
“It’s a great place to launch your
career and network.”

Finding a supportive commu-
nity in the industry is an import-
ant step for upcoming artists.
Spaces like the Ulrich’s opening
provide a lively, comfortable place
for them to build their journey.

“Don’t give up. Come to
events like this, even if youre not
required to,” Stone said. “Go to
any art event that’s available at
your school to meet people. Meet
students, patrons, fans, and fac-
ulty members. Really put yourself
out there.”

Students, faculty and community members make it out to the Ulrich Mu-
seum of Art to view the opening of this year's spring collection. This year's
exhibition features the film "The Boat People | Photos by Kyran Crist / The

Sunflower

‘Missing’ keeps you on the edge of your seat

Sascha
Harvey

arts@thesunflower.com

Aneesh Chaganty has done it
again. Five years atter the release
of“Searching” starring Kevin
Cho and Michelle La, a sequel-
ish film (sequel-ish as in it takes
place in the same universe) has
come out: “Missing.” And as much
as I loved “Searching,” I think I
honestly prefer “Missing” more.
From what I remember of the first
film, the story takes place through
FaceTime, a live-streaming web-
site, Photo Booth tabs and news
clips.

“Missing” utilizes these and
more, including Ring doorbell
cameras and a cheeky Netflix
adaptation of the story of
“Searching.” “Searching” had
plenty of fun Easter eggs, if you
will, that weren't pertinent to the
plot but made paying attention
all the more enjoyable. “Missing”
replicates this, times a billion. It
was great to walk out of the theater
and be able to say, “hey, did you

catch that?”

“Missing” does right what few
things “Searching” did wrong.
“Missing” has more characters at
play, and, I think, ties the plot back
into itself more smoothly. I also
liked that the protagonist of the
second film was a teenager rather
than an adult. I think this pairs
really nicely with the technological
elements used to tell the story.

Like the first movie, [ was on
the edge of my seat throughout
the entirety of “Missing.” The grief
and anxiety of the characters is so
palatable and so real. Similar to
“Searching,” the story starts with
a horribly sad ending that rivals
Pixar’s “Up.” This time, though,
without any huge spoilers, this
story turns on its head.

I really love Chaganty’s choice
to feature actors of color as the
main roles in his films. I also love
that these characters don't fall into
stereotypes. They’re simply real.
Their actions and motivations
make sense; even those of the
“villains.”

Chaganty also directed the
Hulu original “Run,” starring
Sarah Paulson. “Run” is more
conventional than the “Searching”

Photo courtesy of Sony Pictures

series in its style and storytelling,
but definitely worth the watch.
With the release of “Missing,”
Chaganty has established himself
as one of the most creative and
inventive screenwriters, in my
opinion. I can’t wait to see what he
does next, and I can’t wait for the
next installation in this series. If
you're a fan of psychological thrill-
ers with lots of twists and turns,
Chaganty is the director for you.

‘Legally Blonde -
The Musical’ brings
fun to the stage

Allison
{ Campbell

campbellnallisong@gmailcom

Theater enthusiasts, feminists
and lovers of all things law-oriented
and pink were treated to an evening
of exceptional entertainment
featuring live music, spunky chore-
ography and an original soundtrack
courtesy of the national touring
theatrical production of “Legally
Blonde - The Musical” during their
two-day stop in Wichita. Star of
the show and lead actress Hannah
Bonnett, who played Elle Woods,
described the role as a “dream
come true” as she, as well as several
other national-production-debut-
ing performers, bowed to rancorous
applause from Wichita audiences
on the evenings of Jan. 28 and 29.

Presented by Big League
Productions, the show maintains
the beloved aspects of the motion
picture while adding in fresh and
modern aspects, such as remark-
able digital backgrounds that
provided high-quality scenery
and effect, period appropriate
dress and jaw-droppingly quick
costume changes. Cast members
of all sized roles dressed in early
2000s appropriate attire Even
Bruiser, Elle’s beloved Chihuahua
companion, makes an occasional
appearance (as a real dog!) during
the show, complete with bedazzled
puppy attire.

True to the film, the musical
follows Elle Woods as she tries to
win back the love of ex-boyfriend
Warner Huntington I1I, who dumps
her for a more ‘serious’ partner
after being accepted to Harvard
Law School. Elle fights for admis-
sion to the school, with the fun
musical number “What You Want”
serving as Elle’s acceptance essay.
Elle’s experience at Harvard is
littered with sexist stereotypes and
scandal as she learns her own self
worth and becomes the best law
student in her class and a “Legally
Blonde” baddie with a more thor-
ough and complex understanding
of the world and herself.

While some of the musical’s
adaptation choices were ques-
tionable (such as an entire song
dedicated to Elle’s hairdresser and
friend Pauline’s desire to marry
an Irishman) the comedy, wit and
character-accurate scenarios and
attitudes made every addition feel
right at home within the show

From the live orchestra to the
stomach-clutching quips (mostly
courtesy of the goofy romance
between Ashley Morton’s ‘Paulette’
and Matthew Dean Hollis’s ‘Kyle”)
“Legally Blonde - The Musical,”
was well worth the time and money
(even from the balcony seats).
Overall, the show does remarkably
well of preserving the film’s central
message—bimbos belong on the
bench, too!
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Sandro Botticelli, Primavera (detail). late 1470s; tempera on panel. Uffizi Gallery, Florence.

Art History Talk | Brittany Lockard:
Look at Her! | Don’t think So.

A Narrative Meditation on Power,
Beauty Standards and Sexual Assault

Tuesday, February 7
Reception at 5:30 p.m. | Program at 6 p.m.
Beren Gallery

Dr. Brittany Lockard draws on her own experiences to
investigate contemporary attitudes about sexual assault as they
relate to the Western world’s increasingly unachievable beauty
standards, gender, fatness, queerness, and other marginalized
identities. The talk will explore the discourse surrounding sexual
assault to ask how we can do better in the future.

Please be aware that this talk will include frank discussion of sexual assault.
Attendees should prioritize their own mental health and safety.
FREE | Everyone is welcome

Monday through Saturday: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Free Admission | (316) 978-3664
ulrich.wichita.edu | 1845 Fairmount | Wichita, Kansas | 67260-0046
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Contact the editor-in-chief
Jaycie Nelson
editor@thesunflower.com
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'Infinity Pool’:
A hypnotizing,
horrifying class

| .

‘:} sports@thesunflower.com
REVEW |

A hallucinogenic thrill ride
through hedonism, Brandon
Croenenberg’s third feature film,
“Infinity Pool (the R-Rated ver-
sion),” continues his exploration
of'the filthy rich and what hap-
pens when they have a scientific
revelation at their fingertips.

Here, it involves a country
so heavily reliant on tourists to
drive their local economy that
they clone them at a hetty price
tag and execute their clone for
whatever crimes they commit.

Working from the perspec-
tive of the cloned instead of the
scientists works in “Infinity Pool™s
favor. It doesn't try to explain the
lore and technical side of cloning
because why would any healthy
audience care?

The film is set on an oddly
muted fictional island resort but
its lack of color is made up for
with psychoactive color pops
and flashing frames that make
up some of its most intimate and
frightening moments.

Croenenberg is proving to have
a genuine and, perhaps, genetic
knack for storytelling on a visual
tront but I desperately wish he
would let someone else write his
movies.

The style on its own is enough
to keep you engaged but during
the scenes that are filmed more
traditionally, the writing reveals
itselt as lacking depth.

The script here isn't bad. It
won't take you out of the movie-
going experience or accidentally
turn this into a comedy but it is
just boring. The characters are
engaging but that is more to the
credit of the actors than the script.

Alexander Skarsgard continues
the family tradition to play the
weirdest little guys that horror
directors can come up with and
he kills it again. He is sensitive,
barbaric and, ultimately, submis-
sive to Mia Goth’s domineering
and derisive femme fatale.

Goth continues to build
herselfup as a new age queen of
horror. She worked so well as this
manipulative and exploitative
pseudo-cult leader of all the other
‘zombies,” as the film calls them,
or other people whose clones
were killed in their places.

“Infinity Pool” is one of the
smarter class satires that has
come out in the past two years
and it engages heavily in sex (take
this as a nudity warning), drugs
(take this as a flash warning) and
the laissez-faire attitude about
life that money allows the rich to
have.

OPINION
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Remains of a Mayan temple in the Muril Archeological Zone. | Photo by Maleah Evans / The Sunflower

How to not be that tourist

Maleah

No one wants to be that
insensitive tourist on a vacation,
especially in a different country
with a different culture.

The good news is that it’s avoid-
able in most cases. You don't have
to be the person with the obnox-
iously patterned shirt wandering
around aimlessly.

Recently, I got back from my
first trip to Mexico. I was incred-
ibly worried about being insen-
sitive on the trip, especially since
I don’t know very much Spanish
and I didn’t know much about

their culture going into the trip.

Here are some of the things |
did before and during my trip that
lowered my chances of being “that
guy.”

I took the time to learn some
basic phrases I would need to
know, like “thank you,” “hello,”
“where is the restroom,” and so on.

I openly sought out and wel-
comed advice from friends who
had gone before and those who
have family there.

I also did some basic research
on the place where [ stayed so |
wouldn’t be completely lost. But
research isn’'t everything: trust the
locals over the internet.

Moving on from the specifics of
what I did, here are some general
tips.

Make an effort to support

local businesses over tourist
traps, especially for underserved
communities.

Don't push your own views
onto the local community around
you.

Above all, lean into the discom-
tort that some of these things can
bring.

All of these things came in
handy throughout the trip and
especially as I visited some of
the Mayan ruins located in the
area. They were also helpful in
small interactions, like buying a
souvenir.

Don't let fear stop you from
going to new places — just
remember that no one is perfect,
and the main goal is to be kind
and have fun.

Photo Courtesy of Columbia Records

The Pink Floyd controversy
oesn’t make any sense

Jacinda
Hall

jacinda.hall@live.com

Pink Floyd is one of the most
influential rock bands of all time
and, depending on who you ask,
they are one of the greatest bands
of all time,

This year, the band will be
celebrating 50 years of their most
well-known studio album, “The
Dark Side of the Moon.”

To commemorate the album’s
milestone anniversary, the band
released a new logo to use across
their social media platforms and
it ended up getting backlash from
fans all because of one thing in

the logo ... a rainbow.

Many fans of the band took to
social media to say that Pink Floyd
became “woke” because they
added a rainbow to the logo.

As a fan of Pink Floyd’s music
and a member of the LGBTQ
community, this is both irritating
and confusing.

The situation is irritating
because when people see a
rainbow, whether that would be
on merchandise or on a logo, they
automatically think that someone
or something has gone “woke.”

Rainbows have nothing to do
with politics: they are and have
always been a thing ot nature, so
there shouldn’t be a reason to get
upset over it.

This is also confusing to me
because the cover of “The Dark

Side of the Moon” has always had
a rainbow.

The rainbow is a reflection of
the sky after it rains. The rainbow
on the cover of “The Dark Side of
the Moon” is no different.

The rainbow on the cover
of the album is a reflection of a
prism, which is represented in the
zero of the 5oth anniversary logo
that people are freaking out about.

This controversy makes no
sense because the rainbow has
always been on the cover of the
album, so please don’t ruin a
milestone anniversary for a good
album with your assumptions
that Pink Floyd is something that
they’re not and just enjoy the
album and the influence it has on
rock music.
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A college
girl's guide
to campus
safety

Danielle
Wagner

suzwagnerss@gmail.
com
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Campus can be scary, but
you don't have to let it be.
Whether you're walking to
your dorm after a late class or
to your car across campus, you
should feel confident you're
safe.

I'm not going to lie and tell
you that I'm some superhuman
who doesn't get scared walking
alone
city after all.

Walking to my car at night

3 5
I'm a woman in t]']t_‘,

does scare me: in fact, [ usually
call my mom and talk to her on
the way there.

It's not that campus doesn’t
feel safe, it’s just that the night
makes everything scarier. Is
that person following me or just
walking to their car?

I have gotten more comfort-
able the longer I'm here, but
the feeling doesn’t just go away.
You'll need to work to make
yourself feel safe.

If you're worried in your
dorm at night, the first step is to
try to calm down. While a gut
feeling can be a good indica-
tor of something wrong, the
chances are you're safe,

To calm down, you can talk
to your roommate or campus
friends about what is making
you feel unsafe; they will be
able to help you. Sometimes
you just need to talk it out to
see the problems clearly.

Likewise, if a friend comes
to you, don’'t make them feel
stupid about their worries, even
if they're irrational. Help them
out and get help if you need to.

Know that you can talk to
professors too. They've been on
campus for a long time and are
willing to listen and help you if
you're feeling unsafe.

Another way to feel safe is to
make sure you are completely
confident in where you're going.
Knowing the campus layout
and following the quickest
routes to where you're going
make it simple.

Across campus there are
emergency call boxes that you
can use to get in touch with
campus police when you feel
that you need help. Campus
police care about your safety
and are here to help you.

You can dial 911 on any of
the call boxes to be put through
to WSU police, or you can call
316-978-3450 for non-emergency
issues.

If you just struggle with
feeling safe on campus, there
are a couple possible solutions I
can suggest.

Personally I carry pepper
spray — one on my keys and in
each of my bags. I usually carry
it at night on campus just to
make myself feel better.

A whistle or alarm can also
be helpful. Keep it on your
keychain or somewhere easily
accessible in case you find your-
self in a bad situation.

I would recommend an
alarm that you can use at the
push of a button.

You can also use the buddy
system in which you don’t go

anywhere alone — especially
at night. Have a friend that can
walk with you.

Ifit’s to your car you can
drop them off at their car or
wherever they need to be after,
so they also don't have to walk
alone.

You don't have to feel unsafe
on campus. Find ways that
make you feel comfortable,
Most importantly try to never
go anywhere alone after dark.

It’s okay to feel nervous,
but it’s not okay to do nothing
about it. Stay safe.
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Valeria Paunetto, a peer mentor and student assistant with the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, poses with portraits of members from the Dockum
Sit-In Protesters. On Jan 31, the Office of Diversity and Inclusion commemorated Dr. Galyn Vesey and his work with the Dockum Sit-In Protesters. |

Photo by Maegan Vincent / The Sunflower
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Civil Rights Activist Dr. Galyn Vesey joins WSU for the annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Commemoration, On Jan 31, Dr. Vesey spoke about his
work during the Civil Rights Movement. | Photo by Maegan Vincent / The
Sunflower
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Audience members during the 15th annual MLK Commemoration ;ir\g an
excerpt of the hymn "Lift Every Voice and Sing” at the 15th annual MLK
Commemoration on Jan. 31. | Photo by Mia Hennen / The Sunflower

Sunflower

Maurissa Cunningham, a member of Black Student Union,
sings the hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing” with William Butler,
a passage leader in ODI, The students sang at the 15th Annual
MLK Commemoration on Jan, 31, | Photo by Mia Hennen / The
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Portraits of protesters from the Dockum Sit-In were present at the 15th annual MLK
Commemoration, where Galyn Vesey, a lifelong civil rights activist, was the keynote
speaker. | Photo by Mia Hennen / The Sunflower
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A coworker takes a photo of Alicia
Sanchez, director to the Office of Diversity
and Inclusion and assistant dean of
students, after receiving the Drum Major
Award for her work with the campus and
the community. | Photo by Mia Hennen /
The Sunflower

Galyn Vesey, a civil rights activist, features work from his
project “Research On Black Wichita, Kansas: 1945-1958

This project has been under works since 2003, | Photo by
Mia Hennen / The Sunflower

REAL.

dean of students, tears up receiving
the Drum Major Award. On Jan 31,

Sanchez received a Drum Major Award
for her work with the campus and the
community. | Photo by Maegan Vincent

/ The Sunflower

Alicia Sanchez, director to the Office of
Diversity and inclusion and assistant

c.% thesunflower.com

. @thesunflowernews

UPCOMING EVENTS

ODI SPRING OPEN HOUSE
THURSDAY, FEB. 2
10 - 11:30 am. | Rhatigan Student Center

SPRINGFEST SPORT CLUBS
THURSDAY, FEB. 2
11a.m.-1p.m. | Rhatigan Student Center

HIDDEN FIGURES, FEATURING
WOMEN IN STEM

THURSDAY, FEB. 2

7:30 p.m. | CAC Theater

COLLEGE OF THE GAME - THE
DOROTHY & BILL COHEN
HONORS COLLEGE

THURSDAY, FEB. 2

8 pm. | Charles Koch Arena

MINMPA PROGRAM
FRIDAY, FEB. 3
8-11am. | Marcus Welcome Center

FOOD BANK FRIDAY
FRIDAY, FEB. 3
10 am. - noon | Kansas Food Bank

FIRST FRIDAYS AT PARADISE
BAPTIST CHURCH

FRIDAY, FEB. 3

4:30 - 6:30 p.m. | Paradise Baptist
Church

JCPENNY SUIT-UP EVENT
SUNDAY, FEB. 5
3-6 pm. | JCPenny Towne East

MOTIVATIONAL MONDAY
STUDY SESSION

MONDAY, FEB. 6

10 am. - noon | Rhatigan Student Center

NPHC WEEK - INFORMATIONAL
MONDAY, FEB. 6
6 - 7.30 p.m. | Rhatigan Student Center

HALL OF FAME CEREMONY,
FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE OF
LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
TUESDAY, FEB.7

2 - 3 p.m.| Wiedemann Hall

SKEE-BLUE JEOPARDY
TUESDAY, FEB.7
7-8:30 pm. | Rhatigan Student Center

STUDY ABROAD WITH BUSINESS
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8
11.a.m.- noon | Woolsey Hall

WEDNESDAY AT THE DINER
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8
5-8pm. | The Lord's Diner - Broadway

BALLROOM DANCE WORKSHOP
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8
6 p.m. | Heskett Center

BLACK EXCELLENCE
MASTERCLASS WORKSHOP
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8

6 -7 pm. | Rhatigan Student Center

PAINT ‘N CHILL
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8
6 - 7:30 p.m. | Rhatigan Student Center

STUDENT ORGANIZATION
ADVISOR TRAINING
THURSDAY, FEB. 9

10 - 11am. | Rhatigan Student Center

SPRINGFEST - VOLUNTEERING
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
THURSDAY, FEB. 9

11a.m.-1p.m. | Rhatigan Student Center

STRESS AND MENTAL HEALTH
FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS
THURSDAY, FEB. 9

4-5pm. | Zoom

HAVE AN EVENT YOU
WOULD LIKE LISTED?

CONTACT THE ARTS EDITOR:
arts@thesunflowercom

CONTACT THE NEWS EDITOR:
news@thesunflower.com

The Sanflower

News by students, for students.




