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SCOFT FLEMING
ABRINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

10LEMF GRABILL
Dinecton or KANSAS OPERATIONS

Harold M. Collins

Executive Director

National Agricultural
Aviation Association

115 D Street, S.E. Suite 103

Washington, DC 20003

Dear Harold:

Since the time I introduced my bill to suspend the
collection of aviation taxes until the monies in the aviation
trust fund are |used, the National Agricultural Aviation
Association has been one of the wmore constant and strongest
driving forces behind the legislation. This is due, in large
part, to the well organized grassroots lobbying effort NAAA has
undertaken. I want to thank you and each of your members who
have taken the time to call, visit or write Members of
Congress., Your efforts have gone a 1long way to increase
awareness about air safety, but the fight is not over.

As you know, I testified earlier this year before the
Subcommittee on Aviation at a hearing on various bills related to
the trust fund. At this point, I think the best avenue to pursue
is 1inclusion of this concept in the bill to reauthorize the
airport and airway improvement programs. This legislation, H.R.
2310, has already been reported by the Public Works and
Transportation and Science, Space and Technology Committees.

However, the committee to consider the provisions of H.R.
2310 is the Ways and Means Committee which has jurisdiction over
the tax provisions of these programs. They have indicated they
will take up the bill late in July. . I am hopeful we can get a
member of that committee to offer an amendment to suspend the
collection of taxes when the trust fund balance exceeds §1
billion or some variation on that concept. I would encourage
your members to write members of the Ways and Means Committee
urging their support for this concept should it be offered as an
amendment, particularly if they have a Member of Congress who
sits on that committee. When it is determined that someone will
offer the amendment, phone calls and letters will once again be
important.
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Harold, I deeply appreciate all of the help that you and
your members have given. My office will continue to work closely
with the NAAA national office so that current information can be
shared with your membership.
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