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GLICKMAN TESTIFIES FOR IMPORTANT KANSAS PROJECTS

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman Dan Glickman (D-KS) today testified 
before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation for two 
separate projects. Of the projects Glickman said, "Federal assistance is very 
important to me and to the economic growth of my district and the State of 
Kansas."

Glickman is asking for $100,000 of federal assistance for a feasibility 
study and an environmental impact study to expand 30 miles of two lane highway 
to four lanes between Hutchinson arid Wichita, Kansas. Calling K-96 the, 
"vital link between the two ci’ties," Glickman said this improvement is needed 
to allow economic growth and efficient transportation links in central Kansas.

A study done by local authorities showed that the expansion would provide 
safer travel as well. Kansas Department of Transportation officials have 
indicated that federal support for this study would improve the chances of the 
state making the needed financial commitment to complete this project.

The second project Glickman testified for was the Institute for Aviation 
Research at Wichita State University. Created in 1985, the institute's goal 
is to help the United States to maintain it's pre-eminence in aviation through 
the creation and timely transfer of technical knowledge and research training 
for scientists and engineers. Glickman cited the distinguished place in 
aviation manufacturing history that Wichita holds saying, "the companies in 
our community, including the world headquarters for Beech, Learjet and Cessna, 
as well as the largest single aviation manufacturing, plant site in the world 
at Boeing, offer excellent resources for the Institute."

Glickman is asking for a $4,000,000 appropriation for the Institute, "to 
provide this nation with the highest quality research and development." 
Glickman noted that last year the Senate Transportation Appropriations bill 
called for the establishment of a National Aviation Institute to, "serve a 
vitally needed link and catalyst for diverse interests and concerns in the 
aviation industry," quoting the language in the bill.

Glickman said, "That wheel has already been invented at the Institute for
Aviation Research at Wichita State University. Nationally recognized with 
sustained support, this national center for aviation research will play a key 
role in assisting the nation's aviation industry in maintaining its
international leadership."

The FAA is currently evaluating 24 projects conducted at the Institute 
and has used the WSU program on several occasions in the past including:
development of national aviation operator identification data bases, 
tilt-rotar wakes, robotic assisted structural inspection devices, air traffic 
control software systems, improved crashworthiness, deicing technology, and 
composite material development. The University is thoroughly involved in the 
structure research of aging aircraft.


