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6e The Department has not recently urged more rapid
progress in these negotiations on account of the disturbed po-
litical condition of the U.S. of Colombia and alsc on account
of the fact that Almirante Bay has been disputed territory,
being claimed both by Colombia and Costa Rica.

Vs The question of ownership having in all probability
been settled by the President of France in favor of Colombia,

t now appears to be an opportune time to again take up and
press the question of securing this desirable site.

8. Should the government of Costa Rica decline to recog-
nize the decision of the President of France and still lay claim
to Almirante Bay, it is suggested that negotiations be entered
into with both governments for a release or a quit claim of the
individual rights of each nation. ©Such action might possibly
be a relief to both and prevent war.

9. The Department notes with gratification the lines of
argument advanced by the U.S.Minister to Colombia, but suggests
that an additional argument of much strength might be added, as
follows: The fortification of an isthmian canal will not be
tolerated by the nations of the world. The people of this
country, however, will not consent to build the canal unless
controlled by this Government at all times. Such control can
only be exercised by the navy, and the ships of war on the spot
must have a base near by frnm.which all kinds of supplies can be
drawn and repairs made. ©Such a base must be fortified and the

United States must possess sovereign rights over it.




