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Washington, D. C.,
TRANST.AT ION.,
i ¢ il November 2nd 1901.

Admiral John @&. Walker,
President, Isthmian Canal Commission,

Washington, D. C.

Mr, President:-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your
letters, dated October 18th and 22nd last. They contain a
certain number of remarks and even of criticisms upon which
I will dwell, if necessary, in due time. To-day, however,
having only in mind the purpose of demonstrating the correct-
ness of the propositions and conclusions of the present let-
ter, 1 beg to recall to your attention but a few facts.

In your letter of October 22nd you alluded to our con-
ferences held in Paris on September 7th and 8th 1899, At
those meetings you did, in fact, ask me for the first time,
under what conditions of priece and by what ﬁeana the Govern-
ment of the United States could purchase the canal of Panama.

In my reply I called your attention to the fact that the law |

of the Congress of the Republic of Colombia, under which we

hold our concession, formally prohibits its sale to a foreign
government ; but that if we were relieved of that clause, we
would be willing to transfer our enterprise to the Government

of the United States upon fair and equitable conditions.




