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‘"always that the latter would accept the con-
"ditions which have been submitteé to it.
"The Secretary of State told me that he
"would study the question with care and that
"he would advise me when we could discuss it
"at another conference.
"I will give you timely advices of what

"hay result Trom 1b.. i

In view of the ammouncement of the departure and the in-
tended long absence of the Secretary of State, referring to
the foregoing letter I wrote you on April 28th, to ask you to
let me know whether any decision had been reached or any de-
termination arrived at.

You were good enough, in reply, to write me on the next

day, as follows:

"In reply to your letter of yesterday,
"I have the honor of informing you that the
"Secretary of State, Mr. Hay, has told me
"that not being authorized by the Senate, he*
“c&nnnt at present enter into any direct ne-
"gotiations concerning the Panama Canal.

"I understood also that the Government
"of the United States:desired, before under-

"taking any arrangement relative to the Nic-

"aragua or Panama canal, to come to an un-

"derstanding with the English Cabinet to en-




