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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY SENATE

AGENDA

Meeting Notice: September 10, 1984, 126 Clinton Hall, 3:30 PM.
Order of Business:
I. Calling of the Meeting to Order
II. Informal Proposals and Statements
111. Approval of the minutes for the meetings of
April 16, 1984 (Vol. XX, No. 14); April 23, 1984
(Vol. XX, No. 15); April 23, 1984 (Vol. XXI, No. 1).
IV. HNew Business:
Nominations for Senate vacancies -
Health Professions

Academic Services

Discussion of business for the
coming year

V. Adjournment
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UNIVERSITY SENATE
WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY
Minutes of the meeting of September 10, 1984, (Vol. XXI, No. 2).

Members Present: Allen, Ballenger, Blakeslee, Blazicek, Breazeale,
Brewer, Campbell, Carmody, Chaffee, Childs, Clark, Collison, Crum,
Daley, Davis, Downes, Dreifort, Drew, Duell, Feleppa, Ginns, Greenberg,
Huckstadt, Kahn, Kasten, Masud, Mathis, Mays, Meisch, E. Myers, Perel,
Raine, Rhatigan, Safizadeh, Sawan, Scriven, Stone, Talaty, Terrell,
Throckmorton, Wentworth, Wineke, Yeager.

Members Absent: Armstrong, Gooden, Gosman, Graham, Hansan, Harmonm,
Kahrs, M. Myers, Tilford, Unruh, Wilkerson.

Guests: Virgil Pangburn, Lee Starkel, Carla Lee.

Issued at 3:35 PM.

President Collison announced:
1. Senator Wineke named to Agenda Committee. Other members: Senators
Greenberg, M. Myers, Terrell, Huckstadt, Feleppa.
2. Agenda Committee meeting Sept. 11, 1:30 PM in 208 CAC.
3. GSenator Yeager named Parliamentarian.
4. The Board of Regents is meeting Sept. 20-21 in Topeka. President
Collison and probably Senators Terrell and Rainme will be attending.
The Senate Presidents from the vaious Kansas institutions attend these
meetings and function as observers.
5. The Senate Presidents will also meet with Regent Lady and perhaps
one other member of the Board to discuss issues for the coming year.
6. On Oct. 18-19 Wichita State will host the Board of Regents meeting.
These are open meetings. President Armstrong is expected to invite
Senators to a breakfast with members of the Board, at 7:00 AM Oct. 19.
7. President Collison noted that on Sept. & he was an observer of an
Interim Session Legislative Study Committee in Topeka, considering a
review of the Public Employee-Employer Relations Act. A subsequent
Eagle-Beacon article and an A.P. wire appearing in the Sunflower did
not give fully accurate accounts of the session. President Collison
will forward copies of committee testimony to the Chair of the Welfare
Committee so that it may monitor some of the legislative committee's
activities. One possible result of the meeting will be an effort to
revive Senate Bill B833.
8. In response to a petition, there will be a General Faculty Meeting
on Oct. 15 at 3:30 PM.

Senator Terrell distributed copies of the new Senate Constitution. He
encouraged reading and reflection on the Senate Rules, and noted that the
bulk of the document concerned Senate Committees. Rule-changes must

proceed through the Rules Committee, which Senator Terrell chairs. Requests
for new committees and changes in committee structure proceed through the
Committee on Committees, chaired by Senator Greemberg. He encouraged sub-

mission of items for Senate business to the Agenda Committee, so as to

widen the range of sources of Agenda items. Submissions should be submitted
during the "Informal Proposals and Statements" portiom of the Senate meeting.
A quorum is 29. The best way to stop meetings that are running too late is
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simply to leave. Copies of minutes are distributed to Department Chairs,
Vice Presidents, and other members of the academic community who may not
be members of the Senate.

Senator Dreifort requested that the Agenda Committee see to it that
Committee Chairs distribute copies of reports to the Senate well in
advance of Senate meetings, so as to improve the quality of discussions.

Senator Brewer asked about the Agenda of the Oct. 15 Faculty meeting.

Vice President Breazeale replied that it would concern the new appointment
forms.

The minutes of the special meeting of April 16, 1984 (Vol. XX, No. 14),
and of the regular meetings of April 23, 1984 (Vol. XX, No. 15; Vol. XXI,
Mo. 1) were approved as distributed.

Senate Vacancies

Senator Campbell nominated Will Beachey to replace Edward Weiss as Senator
representing the College of Health Professions for the remaining one year
of the term.

The motion passed.

Senator Drew nominated Jo Gardenhire to replace Richard Davis as Senator
representing Academic Services for the remaining two years of the term.

The motion passed.
Discussion of Business for the Coming Year
The Senate moved into a Committee of the Whole.

Senator Dreifort requested that the Senate discuss the issue of tenure and
the locus of tenure as newly defined in the new Faculty Handbook. He
suggested that the néw definition was not entirely consistent with the
current degree of department-level responsibility in University decision-
making processes.

Vice President Rhatigan requested that the Senate deal with the matter of
establishing standards for dealing with academic dishonesty. He noted
that this matter had been discussed by the Academic Standards and
Practices Committee, but without any conclusive or even developmentally
encouraging outcome. One important issue is whether some sort of
centralized approach should be taken to the problem, which has typically
been dealt with on a one-to-one basis.

Senator Perel spoke in favor of President Rhatigan's suggestion, noting a
number of problems that arcse in the Academic Court's deliberation on
cheating cases which motiviated the aforementioned action by the Academic
Standards and Practices Committee: In several instances, faculty members
penalized students for cheating by assigning them lowered grades, which
were subsequently challenged by the students. This raised concerns about
the lack of a uniform policy regarding cheating and the lack of any record-
keeping procedures. A uniform policy would be fairer to students.
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Discussions should be conducted to see if a faculty consensus on such
policies could be reached, before committees begin to actually formulate
policy. He noted that the Composition program has a regular policy
regarding plagiarism.

Senator Kahn called for a careful analysis of the problem of grade
inflation, in keeping with President Armstrong's suggestion.

Senator Dreifort requested that these discussions be expanded to encompass
general questions of academic standards and the the quality of education.
Also, questions of faculty welfare should be addressed.

Senator Clark called for attention to alternative solutions to parking
problems.

Senator Mathis called for a campus-wide study of the adequacy of University
technology and equipment.

Senator Terrell noted that members of the Chemistry and Physics departments
were concerned that lab equipment was inadequate for the proper training
of graduate students.

President Collison pointed out that Senate Presidents can make equipment
needs known directly to members of the Board of Regents.

Senator Stone requested that the Faculty Welfare Committee look for ways
to improve lines of communication between faculty members and members of
the State Legislature.

Senator Perel asked for attention to the safety hazards posed by Cushman
vehicles on pedestrian walkways.

Senator Duell requested that the Senate look into some of the questions
concerning Senate restructuring considered during deliberations last year
about the proposed Faculty Senate: e.g., how to strengthen the Senate and
committee reorganization.

Senator Greenberg pointed out that the Committee on Committees would begin
deliberation on committee restructuring in its next meeting. It would
consider efficiency, effectiveness, charge, and the feasibility of
decreasing the number and size of committees and the number of ex officio
members (in favor of specific invitations on specific occasions).

Senator Duell noted that there were other problems as well and that
perhaps Senator Throckmorton, who chaired the committee that considered
Senate reorganization could be called upon to identify those problems.

Senator Dreifort expressed the hope that the original Faculty-Senate
proposal itself could be revived. He expressed concern that the defeat
of the original proposal indicated that members of the Senate were out
of touch with the opinions of the general faculty. He also asked that
broader questions concerning the purposes and objectives of the Senate
be addressed.

President Collison summarized the foregoing discussion, noting the
following items for consideration:
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Tenure and the locus of tenure.

Academic dishonesty

Grade inflation

Academic standards

Faculty welfare issues identified by President Armstrong
Parking

University equipment needs

Faculty representation to the State Legislature
Several safety issues

Senate committee structure

The Senate reorganization proposal
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President Collison repeated Senator Terrell's earlier request that
Senators take advantage of the Informal Proposals -and Statements time to
bring items to the attention of the Agenda Committee.

Senator Perel asked for consideration of problems concerning the behavior
of certain international male students toward female students, faculty,
and staff. He suggested that an orientation program be instituted to
inform these students of American customs in this regard.

Senator E. Myers noted similar incidents involving women in the Graduate
School Office. They were required to prove their case, but this shouldn't
be necessary.

President Collison noted this as an additional item.

Senator Brewer requested that the Senate discuss the petition for the
General Faculty Meeting on reappointment forms before that meeting, and
that members have the petition in hand for this purpose.

President Collison indicated that this would be discussed in one of the
Senate meetings prior to the General Faculty meeting.

Senator Terrell asked for clarification of the nature and status of the
Blue Sky Committee, which has recently circulated a questiomnaire
concerning professional evaluation.

Vice President Breazeale identified it as an ad hoc committee of his
office. It was originally developed by Tom Maher, and its members
volunteered to continue its work after budget reductions forced the
termination of funding for Maher's position and for the Committee.

Senator Terrell asked if the Committee's recommendations would
eventually come before the Senate for consideration.

Vice President Breazeale indicated that they would. He also noted that
the Committee had been involved in orientation sessions for new faculty
and a workshop for chairpersons.

Senator Terrell noted that the survey forms did not identify the Committee
as an ad hoc coomittee of the Vice President's office and that this may
have contributed to faculty disregard of the forms.
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Senator Dreifort expressed concern about the anti-intellectual import
of a Blue Sky Committee report concerning the lack of correlation
between successful teaching and research. The report angered many
faculty.

Senator Terrell pointed out that the existence of the Blue Sky Committee
raises jurisdictional questions. FPerhaps the task of examining teaching
evaluation and improvement should be charged to a new Senate committee.

President Collison noted that this concern would be added to the list
of Agenda Committee items.

Senator Perel moved that the Senate rise from the Committee of the Whole.
Second by Senator Wineke.

The motion passed.

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 PM.

Robert Feleppa, Senate Secretary, Ext. 3125
Lucille Brodie, Recording Secretary, Ext. 3504
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