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Caught ya! 
l"naroan nn,nenarr, .,, enJays spena,ng rnese m11a rau 
afternoons playing on the playground equipment· at 
Riverside Park. 

Library sees computers 
as potential acquisition 
They would aid 

locating books 
By BETH CHILES 

Staff Writer 

They add taxes, process bills, 
check out groceries, map out 
space flights and play chess. 

Soon computers may even 
look up library books. 

Jaspi:r Schad, director of the 
Library and the Media Resource 
Center, said he is considering 
adding an automated system of 
cataloging books in the next two to 
five years. 

"When it is cheaper 
an4 the service is better, 

then that is when it will 

probably come about" 

"Currently, the library is operat­
ing with two catalogs for its 
holdings- the card catalog, which 
most students are familiar with, 
and the OCLC, a computer system 
which most students do not know 
exists," Schad said. 

OCLC does not stand for any­
thing, Schad said , but it used to 
mean Ohio College Library Cen­
ter. 

A LIBRARY STAFF member 
enters the title of a book into a 
computer terminal and this infor­
mation is transmitted to the main 
computer bank in Columbus, 
Ohio '. 

If the book is listed in the bank, 
the necessary information for the 
card catalog is flashed .on- the 
display screen. 

The book is also added to WS U's 
record of holdings, and all the 
information is instantly processed 
and recorded. 

The information is transferred in 
Ohio to cards for the WS U card 
catalog and also onto magnetic 
tape for WSU records. 

IF THE TITLE is not in the 
Ohio computer bank, the WSU 
librarians enter the information 
themselves. Sharon Mason, head 
of cataloging, said several thou-

sand books a year are entered first 
from WSU 

Mason said 1,500 libraries are 
connected to the nation-wide 
system. The Library of Congress 
also feeds all of its information to 
Ohio .. 

This system aids in the handling 
of the cards, speeds the recording 
of the books and facilitates inter­
library loans, because all the 
libraries that hold a particular 
book are listed in the system. 

"This results in two sets of 
records, the cards and the tapes," 
Schad said. 

TO ELIMINATE this problem, 
he explained, the library could go 
to a system for an electronic 
catalog, replacing the cards with 
computer terminals. 

"This way we could maintain the 
catalog entirely in machine form," 
Schad said. 

James Eller, associate director 
for Library Services, explained the 
video display terminals would 
allow the student to search for t)le 
author, subject or title of a book.' 

Eller said a printer could also be 
installed to save the student from 
having to write all the call numbers 
on paper. 

"THE WORST it could be 
would be to operate like a copying 
machine where students would 
have to plunk in a nickel for the 
print-out," Schad said. 

Some question has been raised 
about the possibility of a power 
failure breaking down the entire 
system, Schad said. The longest the 
current computerized system has 
been inoperative is four hours .. 

There are also other safeguards, 
he said. 

"The magnetic tapes could be 
put onto micro forms and read in a 
machine similar to the microfilm 
readers now in use in the library," 
he said. 

SCHAD SAID cost is the most 
important factor when the decision 
to buy the system is made. 

"When it is cheaper and the 
service is better, then that is when it 
will probably come about," he said. 

Schad said he would like to 
install the system before Jan. 1, 
1981, because the Library of 
Congress will be going to the 
computer catalog system then. 

Schad said the Library of Con­
gress will also be operating with a 
new set of catalog rules. 

"THEY PLAN on changing 
their obsolete subject headings," 
Schad said, "like changing the 
European War to World War I and 
updating the n~mes oJ countries. 

"There will be thousands and 
thousands of changes that will 
require thousands and thousands 
of staff hours to correct," he said. 

"Or the changes could be made 
electronically, or we could have 
two catalog systems, before 198 I 
and after 1981," Scha_d said. 

He emphasized the computer­
ized catalog will not force them to 
cut back drastically on their staff, 
but will simply free the workers for 
work in other areas. 

The industry is now in the stages 
of intermediate technology, Schad 
said. In the months to come the 
cost of the systems will definitely 
decrease. 
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