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gordon parks
‘1’ *@® sixteen year old,‘
the & vk '

alerted to

changes that must come, wiNEENSENNNS. Chirlcy

Jean was planning for the better things. College..a career, Later detitalked andw
“realize?%he acquainted me wita the changes taat werefw taking
shape, She spoke causua%iy of school sponsored activities (in which we could never take
part,) of Charley Lewis! atnletic prowress on the school teaus, (the Whirlwinds had dis-

banded) and tha1re¢ation5nlpa with the wnite students. The handwriting was on the wall.

Things were looking up. Tne wanite xids found it unlike themseives to be unfriendly to
on
Charley Lewis on monday morning when he nad carried thelr hopes across the goal line/j..,

friday.{me musty veil of discrimination seemed to be slowly lifting. Maybe it

ould soon clear tne local ﬁrugstorea;nutels and tneaters. I hoped so. For tinere was no

1 Nl e
reason why such a W/girl couldn't sip & soda with her beau at the

corner drugstore or sit where her money allowed her Kin the Euwpress or Liberty Theaters.
e —— A - ST

e
'I‘hsr/ was no sound reason for the town to begueath old Bridlevale Park to it's colored citi-

zens then askssserneaanayssneasbuild the beautiful Main Strest Park for tne whites. JZ

Luella sewed a s her daugnter talked and one could sa= she was proud to mother

-

such a girl. Later sihe told me, " Clarence and I nave wanted many times to leave but he
is so close to a pension. We must see Shirley tharough school. Sh= wants to go to Los

/
Ang&les City College. After that we still might nave a chance, Were both still young.

I feel things are better than wien we were in school. The only job we could get was in

—

a k_."i_.t_.chan. Shirley is to take work in the National cemetary as a secretary next week,..
but its hard to say how long she will be able to stay." Later that night the four of us

made Merry )f-.:-r it was on tais day years before that Clarence and Luella had married., Phe

To wed

very f ira'bﬁin tne new WA courtnouse. j

The next evening I left Fort Scotty headed out tarougn Bellfown toward the big

£ |
cities & z:‘: catcih up witn pyegweskt- one by one-~ the plazeans,



