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her laundress.  The farmer must offer hiéﬂi;’e; wagﬂ; ]:uﬁii
toen, and put a higher price on his caitle, his milk, his
: p:t:jtﬁ, f"fnﬂ" ?#ﬁ?ﬁttt;a Wniwmﬁbn'ﬁ will be broken, |
and those who have invested in western lots must be
disappointed in their plans. Business at the great de-!
pots of commerce in the West will be less active,
because there are fewer hands to help it. Not g0 many
railroads, or cansls, or steamboats, or flatboats, will be
built, because there is less travel over them, and less labor
at hand to build them. The cost of new cities, of schools,
churches, stores, and dwelling-houses, will be greatly in-
creased, because there are fewer workmen at higher rates,
Each professional man must, after a time, feel this; the
client can pay less, the church-goer less, the patient less.
High wages to laboring men are not, in themselves, neces-
garily an advantage; they depend on their relation to the
value of food and clothing, and means of living. With
fewer hands to labor in this country, every article of living
would be more expensive, while the impeding and stoppage
of business would not be compensated by the higher rates
to the working man. The well-being of each class in a
country like this depends on the well-being of every other,
If the workman gets $4 a day who before got $2, he gains
nothing if his bread and eclothing cost double, and tie loses
if there are just Lalf the means for business enterprises
which were before. There will be less work for him, and
all that he uses will cost more.

Under this falling off of immigration will cease some-
thing of that almost incredible spring of enterprise and
prosperity which has thus far characterized our communi-
ties. It will thus be seen that this wonderful Progress was
not a mysterious blessing conferred by an unexplainable
Providence, nor altogether the fruit of the old Scandina-
vian and Saxon blood. It will be foand not altogether
due to our rich virgin =oil, or our wide territory, or our
deep rivers; nor entirely to our Puritan industry, or our |
republican governmert,- or our isolated position., We
shall see then—perhaps too late, or perhaps after a deep de-
pression of every branch of industry and commerce—that
these squalid, imbruted Irishmen, landing in tatters or
homespun; these foreign, guttural, garlick ¥ Germans, with
their nut-brown faces and hbroad ghoulders; these con-
ceited Englishmen, and bairy Frenchmen, and out o'elbows
Scetchmen, and sharp-eyed Welchmen, and rag-picking
Italians, all had some part, and no small part, in building
up this grand structure of our progperity,. We shall feel
then—and that at no distant time—that we depend on
them, as well as they on us s that their hard-earned floring
and sovereigns, théir tough hands and brawny muscles,
even their very patience of drudgery and disagreeable
work, are all rich importations to our national wealth,

We shall then see in every dirty ship-load poured forth |
. upon our docks not so many intruders, or idlers, or beg-
gars, or dependants, but so much invaluable addition to
the riches of the country ; and perhaps, then, also, as we|
have missed the ready ingenuity, the cheerful toil, the|
natural taste, the social happiness of these foreign artisana.[
as we have scen that our country was becomin  lez3 a bless- !
ing to humanity depressed and degraded than to the Anglo-
Saxon races, we may be ready fo welcome the poor foreign
laborer with a more humane and a broader charity, feel-
ing that both were placed by Providence to be of good to
each other.

If this result finally comes of our diminished immiwre
tion, then we shall not s0 much regret it
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