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Internet Resources for Reference: 

International Trade 

Brent Alan Mai 

Abstract 

The proliferation of international trade agreements serves as ample evidence of the importance 
of international trade in today's business environment. Countries and their companies have 
become more interrelated, and the opportunities for use of the Inter­net with its "no-
boundaries" mindset have provided an excellent platform through which business information 
can be shared regard­less of its original location. This article identifies a few of the thou­sands of 
Internet sites that can be helpful to the business reference librarian confronted with questions 
regarding international trade. The sites for the major trade agreements are listed along with a 
cur­rency exchange calculator which can handle date-specific historical conversions. 

 

                                                 Introduction 

In theory and increasingly in practice, the Internet knows no geographic boundaries. This makes 
it an excellent medium through which to exchange international business information. As access 
to the Internet continues to expand globally, additional resources in the realm of international 
trade become available on an almost daily basis. Likewise, Web sites (hereafter referred to as 
sites) are altered almost daily and some disappear complete­ly. Listed here are a few of the 
resources available in this field that appear to be reliably available and appropriate for reference 
related librarianship. 

 

                                                                Meta sites 

http://ciber.bus.msu.edu/busres.htm 

This site is sponsored by CJBER (Center for International Business Education and 
Research) at Michigan State University. The homepage begins with a topical index of the 
links that it provides. The links run the gamut from periodicals dealing with international 
business topics through company directories and government resources. Of particular 
interest are 3 1 links to international trade information.  

 

http://www.uncc.edu/lis/library/reference/intbus/vibehome.htm  
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This site is the home of VIBES (Virtual International Business and Economic Sources). It is 
maintained by University of North Carolina at Charlotte's Jeanie Welch, Dun & 
Bradstreet's Online Champion of the Year for 1996. This well-indexed site provides links 
to a host of resources including exchange rates, international stock markets, and trade 
law.  

http://www.stat-usa.gov 

 STAT-USA is a primary point for access to government statistics of all kinds including the 
National Trade Data Bank (NTDB). Government de­pository institutions have each been 
given one free password and there are some locations which have received site-licensed 
access. For the general user, the subscription cost is $150/year. Through the section on 
"Export and Trade Databases," one will find trade leads, market research reports, 
company indices, and export/import statistics.  

http://www.dis.strath.ac.uk/business 

For a look at business resources on the Internet from the European perspective, try this 
site maintained by Sheila Webber of the University of Strathclyde in Scotland. It provides 
links to business resources around the world that are not often found on U.S.-based sites. 

 

                                                     Directories 

http://www.cris.com/~Serranyc 

The Import/Export Directory provided by Serra International, Inc. is an excellent general 
resource for import/export questions. Included is a direc­tory of international 
import/export sites arranged by country.  

http://www.nafta.net/global 

The NAFTA Register is a directory of companies trading internationally. It is designed to 
help users locate export service providers and trading companies who are doing business 
under NAFTA and to assist them in buying products and services. It is searchable by 
company name, type of product or service, or SIC Code.  

http://www.mexconnect.com 

The Mexico Connect site includes all types of resources related to doing business in and 
with Mexico. This site has been undergoing reorganization lately, but the Directory of 
Mexican Exporters has always been available. In it, hundreds of companies are listed by 
industry category. 
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                              Embassies and Consulates 

http:l/www.state.gov/www/about_statelbusiness/business_tools.html 

This State Department site can assist in identifying the Economic Officers at U.S. Missions 
Overseas, Country Desk Officer contacts at the State Department, and Foreign Consular 
Offices in the United States. There are also links to the full text of the State Department's 
Country Background Notes and Country Commercial Guides. 

 

                       NAFTA/GATT/Maastricht Treaties 

http://itl.irv.uit.no/trade_law/nav/freetrade.html 

This international trade law site provides the full text of several trade law agreements 
including NAFTA (the North American Free Trade Agreement), GAIT (the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade), and the Maastricht Treaty on European Union. There 
are also links to "official" and "other" commentaries on the various trade laws and their 
imple­mentation.  

http://iepnt1.itaiep.doc.gov/nafta/nafta2.htm 

This is the official U.S. Department of Commerce, International Trade Administration 
NAFTA site. In addition to providing access to the full text of the NAFTA, the "NAFTA Facts" 
link connects to information about business practices in Mexico and Canada as well as 
demographic statistics.  

                                          

                                                Currency Exchange  

http://www.olsen.ch/cgi-bin/exmenu 

This currency converter site is provided by Olsen & Associates. It is simple, yet 
comprehensive. Specify which of the over 160 currencies needs to be converted and to 
which one it should be converted. It is also possible to specify a particular date ( default 
is yesterday-and notice that the date is entered in day/month/year format) and amount 
to be converted ( default is 1). 
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