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FACT SHEET

THE INFORMATION CLASSIFICATION ACT OF 1994

CONGRESSMAN DAN GLICKMAN

CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE

" The Information Classification Act of 1994, H.R. 3927, will provide a statutory basis
for classification decisions and create a uniform system for classifying and declassifying
information. The bill is intended to accomplish the following:

Establish a test by which information could be classified only if the interest of
the public in having access to the information was outweighed by
demonstrable damage to the national security which could be expected to result
from the public release of the information.

Resolve reasonable doubts about the need to classify in favor of disclosure.

Establish two classification levels -- one for information the public release of
which would cause exceptionally grave damage to national security, and the
other for information the public release of which would cause serious damage.
In either case, the damage would have to have been identifiable when the
original classification decision was made.

Specify which government officials may classify and how that authority is
derived.

Establish a duration for classification with a specific ending date wherever
possible. In those situations where a specific data could not be fixed, outer
limits (ten years for information classified under the "exceptionally grave
damage" standard and six years for information classified under the "serious
damage" test) would be created.

Establish a procedure for review of classification decisions and extensions of
classification should that be warranted.

Provide authority for the president, subject to review and approval by
Congress, to develop procedures to implement classification policies.



