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U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney

Eastern District of Virginia

1101 King Street 703/706-3700

Suite 502 General Crimes Unit
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
PRESS RELEASE
HELEN F. FAHEY, UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE EASTERN

DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA, AND ANTHONY DANIELS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR IN
CHARGE OF THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE OF THE FEDERAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT FORMER CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY OPERATIONS OFFICER ALDRICH HAZEN AMES AND HIS
WIFE MARIA DEL ROSARIO CASAS AMES ENTERED PLEAS OF GUILTY TODAY
TO CHARGES OF CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT ESPIONAGE AND TAX FRAUD.

AFTER ACCEPTING THE PLEAS, FEDERAL DISTRICT JUDGE CLAUDE M.

HILTON SENTENCED ALDRICH AMES TO LIFE IN PRISON WITHOUT PARSEE IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLEA AGREEMENT.

ROSARIO AMES' SENTENCING 1S

SET FOR AUGUST 26, 1994.
""'Kﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁ§§§§?=§?fﬁgzgshéUILTY TO AN EXTENSIVE INDICTMENT
WHICH OUTLINED HIS ACTIVITIES AS A KGB SPY SINCE 1985. THE
INDICTMENT DESCRIBES HOW AMES REPEATEDLY PASSED VALUABLE "SECRET"
AND "TOP SECRET" INFORMATION TO THE K.G.B. AND ITS SUCCESSOR
AGENCY IN THE RUSSIAN REPUBLIC, BOTH IN PERSONAL MEETINGS AROUND
THE WORLD AND THROUGH SIGNAL SITES AND DEAD DROPS AROUND THE
WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA. AMES' POSITION IN THE CIA GAVE HIM UNIQUE
ACCESS TO INFORMATION PERTAINING TO U.S. INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS
AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION AND THE KGB. AMES PASSED THIS

INFORMATION TO HIS RUSSIAN HANDLERS IN EXCHANGE FOR LARGE SUMS OF



CASH TOTALLING APPROXIMATELY $2.5 MILLION. AMES PASSED TO THE
K.G.B. THE IDENTITY OF NUMEROUS RUSSIAN MILITARY AND INTELLIGENCE
OFFICERS COOPERATING WITH WESTERN INTELLIGENCE SERVICES, MANY OF
WHOM WERE LATER EXECUTED, IMPRISONED OR JUST DISAPPEARED. ﬁ----‘
IN ADDITION TO THE SENTENCE OF LIFE IN THE PENITENTIAﬁY
ALDRICH AMES ALSO AGREED TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH THE UNITED
STATES, AND UNDERGO EXTENSIVE DEBRIEFINGS ABOUT HIS ESPIONAGE
ACTIVITIES; TO FORFEIT ALL OF HIS ESPIONAGE PROCEEDS INCLUDING
ALL MONIES IN MD DOMESTIC BANK ACCOUNTS, HIS ARLINGTON,
VIRGINIA HOME, HIS JAGUAR AND HONDA AUTOMOBILES, CIA PENSION, AND
ALL OTHER SIGNIFICANT ASSETS. THE PLEA REQUIRED AMES TO ASSIGN
TO THE UNITED STATES THE PROCEEDS OF ANY BOOK, MOVIE OR INTERVIEW

DEAL HE MIGHT SIGN, THUS ASSURING THAT HE WILL NOT PROFIT IN THE

FUTURE FROM HIS CRIMES AND THE RESULTING NOTORIETY. FINALLY,
ALDRICH AMES PLED GUILTY TO A TAX CONSPIRACY CHARGE, ADMITTING
THAT HE DID NOT REPORT MORE THAN $2.5 MILLION IN ESPIONAGE INCOME

BETWEEN 1985 AND 1993.

ROSARIO AMES ENTERED A GUILTY PLEA TO A CRIMINAL INFORMATION
CHARGING HER WITH AN ESPIONAGE CONSPIRACY CHARGE AND TAX FRAUD.
THE INFORMATION CHARGES MS. MEW

NCOURAGING HER HUSBAND'S ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES AFTER SHE LEARNED
OF THEM IN 1992. THE INFORMATION DETAILS HOW, FOR EXAMPLE, MS.
AMMBAND OF THE BEST WAY TO TRANSPORT LARGE SUMS
OF CASH OBTAINED FROM THE RUSSIANS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES,
ENCOURAGED HIM TO COMMUNICATE WITH HIS RUSSIAN HANDLERS, AND

DEPOSITED LARGE SUMS OF CASH ESPIONAGE PROCEEDS INTO BANKS.



—
IN ROSARIO AMES' PLEA, BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND MS. AMES' X
ATTORNEY AGREED TO RECOMMEND TO THE COURT THAT MS. AMES BE
SENTENCED TO BETWEEN 63 MONTHS AND 72 MONTHS IN PRISON WITHOUT
PAROLE. LIKE HER HUSBAND, MS. AMES AGREED TO COOPERATE FULLY

WITH THE UNITED STATES AND BE DEBRIEFED REGARDING HER ACTIVITIES.

MS. AMES ALSO AGREED TO FORFEIT THE COUPLE'S ASSETS, AND ASSIGNED

HER PROFITS FROM ANY POTENTIAL BOOK, MOVIE OR INTERVIEW DEAL TO
THE UNITED STATES. FINALLY, SHE ADMITTED THAT SINCE 1985 SHE

KNOWINGLY SIGNED TAX RETURNS THAT DID NOT REPORT ALL OF THE

COUPLE'S INCOME, AND PLED GUILTY TO TAX FRAUD AS WELL.
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY HELEN F. FAHEY CALLED

DISPOSITIONS "AN EXCELLENT RESULT," NOTING THAT "THE UNITED
STATES ACHIEVED ALL OF ITS OBJECTIVES" WITH THESE PLEAS. "THESE
DISPOSITIONS NOT ONLY GUARANTEED THAT ALDRICH AMES WCULD BE
INCARCERATED FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE, BUT THEY ALSO STRIPPED HIM
AND HIS WIFE OF ALL THEIR ASSETS AND ASSURED THAT THEY WOULD NOT
PROFIT IN THE FUTURE FROM THEIR CRIMES," SHE SAID. FURTHER, BY
ENDING THE MATTER QUICKLY AND SECURING THE AMES' COOPERATION, SHE
NOTED THAT THE UNITED STATES COULD NOW PROCEED WITH THE IMPORTANT
TASK OF EVALUATING THE EXTENSIVE DAMAGE THAT AMES HAS DONE TO
NATIONAL SECURITY.

MS. FAHEY STATED THAT THE QUICK RESOLUTION OF THE CASE WAS
THE DIRECT RESULT OF "SUPERB" F.B.I. INVESTIGATIVE WORK. THE
F.B.I. IS TO BE COMMENDED IN THE HIGHEST TERMS FOR UNCOVERING
SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO PRODUCE AN EARLY RESOLUTION OF THIS

MATTER. MS. FAHEY ALSO PRAISED THE C.I.A. FOR ITS FULL AND



COMPLETE COOPERATION WITH THE INVESTIGATION AND EXPRESSED
APPRECIATION TO THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE FOR THEIR
ASSISTANCE.

THE PROSECUTION WAS HANDLED BY ASSISTANT U.S. ATTORNEYS MARK
HULKOWER AND ROBERT CHESNUT. QUESTIONS SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO

PRESS OFFICER MARIE PARKER AT THE U.S. ATTORNEY'S OFFICE.



