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INTRODUCTION.

—_— T

TrE attention of thoughtful people is being directed to needed improve-
ments in our public-school methods. It is discovered that we have trained
the intellect to the neglect of the moral and physical nature. The air is
vocal with the demand for a higher and broader education that shall se-
cure not only mental training for the pupil, but also that instruction which
shall develop the pure, generous and honest heart, and that knowledge of
his physical being which shall enable him to give to his own body proper and
intelligent care. In this movement it is both fitting and natural that wo-
man, who in all the past until recent years has scarcely been considered
worthy of any education, and who now has no equal voice with man in
shaping the affairs of our schools, should be among the leaders. It is not
yet half a century since girls were admitted to our higher public schools.
In the classic town of Concord, Massachusetts, in 1826, the school com-
mittee passed this resolution: That “from the first day of December to the
first day of April, no misses under ten years of age shall attend school in
the center of the town:; nor any over the age of ten years where there are
forty male scholars attending the school.” In the year 1853 girls were
first admitted to the high school in the city of Boston. The first class
oraduated from the high school of the little island of Nantucket numbered
thirteen, eleven of them girls, every one of these girls becoming teachers.
Once granted a chance, the girls have held their place as equals with
boys. They have continued to increase their numbers in the teaching-
force of our country, and now they largely exceed their male associates
as teachers, as they do also in the number of graduates from the high
schools. They thus largely in our schools, as almost omnipotently in our
homes, mould the character of our future sovereigns. It is not only appro-
priate but inevitable that they should by their gentle, loving and matchless
influence enlist their energies in behalf of temperance as well as other
moral reforms, recognizing that the most promising field for this reform is
in educational work in our public schools.

Through the labors of that grand organization, the W. C. T. U., we have
laws including in their scope more than three-fourths of the children of our
Republic, making it the duty of school officers and teachers to give instruc-



