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AIM Report
NOTES FROM THE EDITOR’S CUFF February I 1981

g. B_y HNeed Troine

OUR MAJOR MEDIA CONTINUE TO DISPLAY AN AMAZING LACK OF CONCERN OVER THE THREAT
of the spread of communist dictatorships throughout Central America. We point out
in our second story in this issue the very slight attention that the Washington Post
and New York Times have given to the growing flood of evidence of Nicaraguan and Cuban
involvement in the effort to overthrow the government of E1 Salvador. Since that article
was set in type, additional evidence has come to hand. On January 17, 1981, the banner
front page headline in Diario Las Americas, a Spanish-language paper published in
Miami, read: "U. S. Denounces Nicaraguan Aid to the Salvadoran Guerrillas." The
sub~head read: 'Ambassador Robert White Affirms that the U. S. Will Not Permit the
Establishment of a Marxist-Leninist Dictatorship; State Department Considering Sus-
pension of All Aid to Nicaragua Because of the Evidence of Intervention."

THE STORY ABOUT THE POSSIBLE SUSPENSION OF U. S. AID TO NICARAGUA WAS A UPI WIRE
story out of Washington by diplomatic correspondent Jim Anderson. Anderson wrote: '"The
Department of State said that it is considering the suspension of all economic aid to
Nicaragua because of clear evidence that that country is assisting the leftist guerrilla
offensive against the government of El Salvador." Anderson noted that President Carter
had certified on September 12 that Nicaragua was not aiding international terrorism, but
he reported that Ambassador Robert White, our envoy to El Salvador, had told reporters
that clear and convincing evidence had been found that Nicaragua was involved in
the training and provisioning of the guerrillas in E1l Salvador. He added that our
Ambassador to Nicaragua, Lawrence Pezzullo, had informed the Nicaraguan government of
our concern over this evidence and that we were awaiting the Nicaraguan reply. The UPI
story said U. S. officials had said there was abundant evidence from documents and
confiscated weapons that the leftist guerrillas were receiving "important quantities
of arms of Soviet and Chinese manufacture, very probably through Nicaragua and Cuba."

It said this gave rise to the fear that the El1 Salvador civil war would be converted
into a regional conflict extending to the neighboring countries, possibly with the
open aid of the communist world channelled through Cuba and Nicaragua. The UPI also
reported that seven U. S. military advisers were being sent to El Salvador and that
one source said that it would not be surprising if the U. S. were to take a more
active role in El Salvador in the future.

FOR SOME STRANGE REASON ALL OF THIS DID NOT STRIKE THE EDITORS OF SEVERAL OF
our leading daily newspapers as newsworthy. Here is a summary of the news about
El Salvador that we found reported in five major dailies on January 17.

1. About 40 American residents of Nicaragua, including nine members of the Maryknoll
order, occupied part of the American embassy in Managua to protest the resumption
of military aid to El1 Salvador. (Reported by the Washington Post on page one,
by the New York Times on page 3, and by the Baltimore Sun on page 4. Not
reported by the Philadelphia Inquirer or the Washington Star).

2. The Salvadoran ambassador to Nicaragua and his staff resigned, saying they would
join anti-government forces in their country. (Reported by the Washington Post on
page one, by the New York Times on page 3, and by the Baltimore Sun on page 4. Not
reported by the Inquirer or the Star).

3. E1 Salvadoran authorities report relative calm after six days of fierce fighting,



and commercial life in the capital and surrounding districts seemed normal. (Reported
by the NYT on p. 4 and by the Washington Post on page 22. Not reported by the Star,
Sun, or Inquirer).

4. Guatemala and Honduras rush troops to their borders in response to the "broad leftist
of fensive in E1 Salvador. (Reported by the Washington Post on page one. No other papers
carried this story).

5. Salvadoran government said the leftist offensive had "concluded" and that guerrilla
activity was reduced to harrassment, but sources that asked not to be identified said
guerrillas were still very active in areas bordering Honduras and were trying to
destroy communications between main cities. (Reported in Washington Star on page 12,
Baltimore Sun on page 4, but not in any of the other papers).

6. Casualties from 7 days of fighting topped 700, most of them guerrillas, with at least
50 government troops among the dead. E1 Salvador Human Rights Commission said 13,194
people were killed in 1980, including some 350 officers and soldiers. (Reported
in Washington Star on page 12, but not in any other papers).

7. Rebel radio broadcast said the offensive was continuing and that guerrilla forces
had executed some military captives accused of mass murder. (Sun on page 4; no others).

8. Salvadoran opposition charges Guatemalan and Honduran troops are poised to invade
El Salvador and "fight on the side of the U. S.-backed junta," but these countries
say they are only protecting their borders. (Washington Post only, on page 22).

9. Guatemala's four leftist guerrilla organizations stepped up activity, saying they
were fighting "in solidarity with the Salvadoran offensive," and it was reliably
reported that this was to keep Guatemala's forces busy at home so they couldn't go
to aid of El1 Salvador. (Washington Post only, page 22).

10.Guatemala's guerrilla forces gaining in size and popular support; claimed responsibility
for killing prominent congressman and mayor of a town, and claimed to have ambushed
army convoys, killing unspecified number of soldiers. (Post only, page 22).

11. Honduran president opposed any Honduran army involvement in E1 Salvador, but he
was overruled by Army high command, and 2400 troops sent to border. (Post only, p. 22).

12. Venezuelan government support of E1 Salvador junta is being increasingly criticized
in Venezuela. Include charges that Venezuelan security officials are collaborating
with CIA in establishing espionage network in El Salvador. Venezuela is seen as
only "strong regional ally backing Salvadoran government.' (Post only, p. 27)

13. Venezuelan ex-foreign minister Aristides Calvani says establishment of Marxist regime
in E1 Salvador will bring profound imbalance in the area. Calvani working closely
with U. S. officials and has made several trips to El Salvador. Denies that trips
were to give advice to security forces. (Post only, p. 27).

ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, THE NEW YORK TIMES SUMMED UP THE WEEK'S NEWS ABOUT EL SALVADOR.
It said in the 3rd paragraph of a 5-paragraph story that Amb. White had said the guer-
rillas were "getting sophisticated weapons——-from Nicaragua, he thought." The next
paragraph said: ''Salvadoran opposition leaders, including non-Marxists, denied the
guerrillas were receiving weapons from Nicaragua or Cuba."

INADVERTENTLY THE DETAILS OF AIM PRESIDENT MURRAY BARON'S SPEAKING SCHEDULE WERE
omitted from my "Notes""in the last issue. Mr. Baron was in Salem, Oregon on January
15 and 16, where he addressed the Rotary Club, a Military Order of the World Wars luncheon,
and the quarterly dinner meeting of the Reserve Officers Association. The entire Oregon
State Supreme Court attended the Rotary Club luncheon. The reception was excellent.



