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Hr. Martines Silva replied, the 28th of March, 1901,
that the Colombian Govermment would authorize the Canal Com-
pany to transfer its concession to the Government of the Uni-
ted States upon certain conditions which he had submitted to
the latter Govermment.

On April 29th following, he asked me what would be the
basis upon which the Company would be willing to make such
transfer, supposing the previous authorization to do so had
heen obtained from the Government of Colomblia. I stated
them to Mr, Martinez Silva, with my reasons, in a letter I
sent to him on May 1st.

On the 8th of May following you kindly informed me that
Wr. Martinez Silva had forwarded to you a copy of my above
mentioned letter of May 1st, and you, apgain, asked me to re-
ply to the questions put in your letter of April 10, 1900, to
which I have already referred.

Consequently, I answered you on May 15th: "I am in-
"debted to you, Mr. President, for having kindly admitted, in
"yvour above mentioned letter of May 8th, that our Company has
"not, until the present, been in a position to reply to some
"of the questions which had been submitted to it by the Com-
"mission over which you preside.”

"Under the new conditions, now existing, it will be
"sufficient for me, in order to reply, as you desire me 1o
"do, to the first and third ouestions of your letter of April
"10, 1901, to confirm what I had the honor to write to Mr.

"rartinez Silva the first of the month."
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