WICHITA STATE
UNIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

Copy of a letter to William H. Taft, 1904 September 6

ltem Type Letters;Text

Publisher Wichita State University Libraries, Special Collections and
University Archives, http://specialcollections.wichita.edu

Rights Images are in the public domain or protected under U.S.

copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code), and may be used for research,
instruction, and private study. Publication, commercial use, or
reproduction, in print or digital format, of a copyrighted image

or the accompanying data in accordance with Fair Use (sec.

107) requires users to provide prior written permission from

the copyright holder. All images are to be cited as "Courtesy

of Wichita State University Libraries, Special Collections and
University Archives™ and users are to let us know the intended use
at specialcollections@wichita.edu.

Download date

2026-08-19 03:12:45

Link to Item

https://hdl.handle.net/10057/53278



https://hdl.handle.net/10057/53278

—p-
of September, in fact, the investigation is substantially com=
pleted now and awaits the translation of certain laws, a work
which can be completed in Washington to better advantage than
here and for which work we have already secured a complete set
0f the Colombian laws.

In draftiing laws for the action of the Commission, I adopte
ed the plan of Tirst examining the Panamanian laws on the sube
Ject and for that purpose had said laws or important parts there-
of translated; then examining the Philippine and Porto Rican
laws on the subject; then examining the statutes of Nebrasia and
Maryland, copies of which were brought for that purpose, and
thereafter drafting the Act with these other laws before me.

There are several Acts which should be pfaparad 10 neet
existing necessities, but nearly all, if not all of them, must
necessarily include provisions which I desire to submit to you
before presenting them to the Commission. I am not averse to
assuming responsibility and accepting the conseguences in resge-
pect of such matter when it is clear to my mind that T am Tfollowe
ing a course permissible under the laws and principles of goy=
ernment prevalling in the United States, but I hesitate when it
comes Lo recommending an enactment which is contrary to the rule
of law with use ¥or instance, in drafting the Civil Code, it
will ba necessary to insert provisions regulating garnishment,
The Panamanian law permits the garnishment of one third of the
monthly pay of Govermment employees, including soldlers, police,

and even the higher officers. Such course is prohibited in the




