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The purpose ef the legislation under which the Commission

was appeintedwss to previde for the consideration of Congress authentie

informaton upon which future sction may be taken for the construetion of
& navigable canal botween the twe ecesns. To accomplish thie the
President wes esutherized and empowered to make & full &nd comvlete
investigetion of the adventages ;fferad by the different reutes, the !
cost of construction &t each!, the rights, privileges and franchises,

if any, held and owned by corperations, @ssociations er individuals

upon any of such reutes, the werk if sny done by them &t eagch in the . |

construction of a cenal and the cost of purchasing %M '

Gl -
woek “ith the view ﬁf}pluning the cempleged woerk under the eentrol, ?

—

management and ownership of the United States.) The question of the :

L .

evmership and centroel ef the canal is necessarily a preliminary one end’ i
the Committee have givem it the consideration its impertance demands.
While it is agenerally agreed that it should be under the contrel of

the United gt tes , it has net yve$ been determined how far the contrel 1

eand ewnership should extond.

Abselute and complete contrel can enly be acquired by a
cecssion of the terkitery threush which the canal is teo be construeted, I
with & belt or strip contiguous tha:ptu of sufficient brecdth to teke
in the auxiliery wprks included in the plen of constiruction for the
eperation and pretection of the main werks and in edditien therete a
pert and harber at cach entrenece, But ne proresition to obtain puch
jurisdictional contrel has received the favereble recommendeation or
action of either house of Congress er of any committee of cither bedy
having the subject under considemation. Nor do eur present treaty

relations with the Republics, now holding sovereignty ever the terrétery
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