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New Bedford Wor!~ers 
Selling Chall~_~_e 

the Same Enelny 
Students 
f ight 

New Bedford's unemployment level is the highest for any Massachusetts cit I and the 
til1rd most serious 1n the nation. In the past week, black , Cape Verdean and PUflrto Ric ­
an workers and students have ':':\ \ rt ly struck back at those responsible for the scarcity 
of jobs, lousy hiring and workl 9 conditions. Disregarding the racist ploys of city 
bosses and rulers, many white students and workers have supported the struggle. 

I;ven the bosses' new media c ould not mask the r::au.ses of the rebellion: "Federal 
;>Tograms and all the efforts allegedly made to ease the sev03rely depressed conditicrs of 
lhc peo ple ... have not sufficed." (Globe, July 14 , p .6) 

Four to six years' slowdown 1n the area ' s two main industries, textiles and fishir'(I, 
motiva ted an intensive effort on tre I-art of foderal agencies to e s tablish" j('\h oppo!"tur,­
ty " programs like Manpower Training and On-Board. Though the peoplE'! ma6e 0;, 11"":­
:ense effort to take advantage of t~,ese programs, most often there Werf:3 not Jobs ~\'.:;ii­

a,'Ie to those trained in the prograi'1S. Where jobs were found, rigid pey d1.l:f.>mmid)'. 
were maintained between black~ , Cape Verdeans and Puerto Rican and wh: .f' w:-ri:(!fS t 

also between men and WOl11en, adults and high school Vlorkers.He",! joe,,;;, as 1.'.'(:.,1; ,~:; 

those, already held , selilom pruvlded guarantees for long - term err.ploYl...-.~.",t r,r rer;r.-7fiU. 
Educat ion and housing have also been crucial problems . Most black 5:~t(!~;'ts, t)~lr­

t!cularly, have been so discouraged by educational conditions that the}," havE; ~efl scho0.i 
at 14 Dr 15 . Work papers are not available until age ]8 and so most get no 'cLs ..It ;fU: 
't.: len they do get wo:-k, they get the wors t, the teast secure. The Model Citi.::s Prograr;; 

3S cone more harm than good to the d ifficult housing situation: in New O;':::db,'d's ~x.'ut', 

End much hous i ng has been leveled vlith no repl2.<;ement ir. view . R.en~.s are C-!'tVi r,~(l'~­

est 1n the community' s new public housing (SO.OO/mc.), and a major 0ffor~ c,-I' ~.l:e pro­
gram is the construction of a large h ighway, displacing many peopll..~ ami ~E;r'rj' (, o~·,il 

few e·f those who remain . 

Mayor George Rogers and the rich busi ness men who f)wn the CHj hal.'~ :.l~~f<rJ the cc,cs, 
court:; and press to force racist divisions among the people . In New 3edfor:} 3n~urdc:· 
'1ight for example , three black youths were shot and killed by whttes (probably QOP3 i" 

, 
!HallY to support ~e" Bedford Htl'lIggll' ' 

4:30 pm "'e(l. - 8ta t(' HOllsl' 

Fight -i\1PA's COllrts 
8:-30 lUll Thurs_ gast BO'itoll Court 



" 

disguise). The cops and press are using the incident to make it appear as though black 
and white people are righting each other when in reality black and other third world peo­
ple .:!TI;: fightjng back against the landlords, shop owners, factory owners , courts and 
cops who brutally oppress them . The people of New Bedford set up barricades around the 
ghetto to keep the cops out theyTve been battling for five days straight . And they1re not 
being fooled by the phony buy- off government progran.s: they burned down the offices of 
the ~"acist Model Cities Program.' 

Yesterday In Boston, six people went to trial for selling Challeno§1 the r:ewspaper of 
the r;orr.munist Progressive Labor Party. They sold the ne1J>/spaper at the Loqan Airport 
last month . When arrested, the six were roughed LIP b;: the cops and charc;eci with sell­
ing and distributing unauthorized literature . They Were wen·J also charr,Jed with idle and 
disorder ly conduct. ChalleJl9...~ supports wo:-kersl s-:.ru9g1es against thef.r bosses, par -
1:icularly the struggles of black and ..... hird World workers (by wo:-kers we :-:1ean the people 
who do not own the shops, factories, etc., they mayor may not be err'pl 'o'y'ed) suc!') as 
those fighting back in New Bedford. Mass. Port Authorit.y, MPA, '",hich O'Nnes the air­
port where the six se111r:g Challenge were arrested , are ~fraid to ha.ve worker s there read­
ing ~:::halLenge , because workers arme~! with the ideas found there can win. 

At the trial, the MPA controlled court had planned to railroad the six dE'.:fendants , olern­
bers and friends of PLP 1 off to jail. But the six I defendiD9 theniselvvs, Loldly fou(~ht 
hack against the judge , exposed the' lies of the MPA bosses, and reli(~d 0,: support and 
pow(~r of the 1.S0 people packirg the court room to force the judge to back do<:u~ tIn'10 nne! 
time again and to continue the trial Thursday morninq. The political aeJerlse ,:,:xposed 
the judge who allowed the prosecutor to use the content of Challenge in his questions 
but refused the defendants the same right. In addition the defendant.":> 'ne-::e denied the 
right of cross examination. 

The only way the six arrested selling Chal!..e..nllil. will get a fair trial Js that hundreds 
of people come to the trial and demand it. At one point o..:ring the Tuesda,' 3essjon of 
the trial th'3 judge ordered the arrest, for contempt, of one of tho six. 'Ii!<:: (:op mo'V(-;c1 
towi~rd the one ordered arrested and the court room pwtested so violently bv yells and 
chants that tlle judge dtd not dare to press the charge , he was scared sil!y h~; thE: pOl/ler 
of the people. With lots of people present the courts will be forced to expose their 
true nature of serving the rich. Attend the trial, support the just couse-of the six or. 
tria', See for yourself how the courts in this country operate and whorl' they Sf~rve: 

'. 

COl\lE TO THE TRIAL 9: 00 A. M. THURSDAY, JULY 16 
RALLY IN FRONT OF THE COURT HOUSE AT 8: 30 

EMT BOSTON COURTHOUSr: 
(near Maverick Square) 

Directjons: By MTA--Green line to Gov1t. Center. B11.'e IiI'C '~O 

Maverick Station, .. 2 bloc~s from tbe .<:tc.tiO~·i. 

By car- -Cal1ahan Tunnel; sharp right foward ran,p 
marked East BostQD. 

~'eN England 

COMS TO THE RALLY TODAY tvVEDNESDAY, JULY 15) AT 
THE STATEHOUSr: IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW BEDFORD 
REBELLIONS ••• 4: 30 

Re gional Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) 
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