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New Bedford Worlers
Students Selling Challenge
'ight the Same Enemy '

N

New Bedford's unemployment level is the highest for any Massachusetts cil s and the
tiird most serious in the nation. In the past week, black, Cape Verdean and Puertc Ric-
an workers and students have 1’ \« rtly struck back at those responsible for the scarcity
of jobs, lousy hiring and work: g conditions. Disregarding the racist ploys of city
bosses and rulers, many white students and workers have supported the struggle.

Iven the bosses' new media could not mask the nauses of the rebellion: "Federal
programs and all the efforts allegedly made to ease the severely depressed conditicns of

the people. ., .have not sufficed." (Globe, July 14, p.6)

Four to six years' slowdown in the area’s two main industries, textiles and fishing,
motivated an intensive effort on the rart of federal agencies to establish "job opportun-
‘ty" programs like Manpower Training and On-Board. Though the people made an im-
nense effort to take advantage of tl.ese programs, most often there were not jobs avaii-
able to those trained in the prograims. Where jobs were found, rigid pay differaniials
were maintained between blacks, Cape Verdeans and Puerto Rican and whie waorkars,
also between men and women, adults and hich schoo!l workers. New joche, as well a3
those already held, seldom provided guarantees for long-term employrent or henefits,

Education and housing have also been crucial problems. Maost black s:udents, par-
ticularly, have been so discouraged by educational conditions that they have left scnool
at 14 or 15, Work papers are not available until age 18 and so most get no lobs at all;
when they do get work, they get the worst, the Least secure. The Model Citias Program
'as cone more harm than good to the difficult housing situation: in New Badfn-d's Zouth
End much housing has been leveled with no replacement ir. view. Ren's are oftecy nigh-
est in the community's new public housing (50.00/mc.), and a nojor effort of the pro-
gram is the construction of a large highway, displacing many peopie and serving oniy

few of those who remain,

Mayor George Rogers and the rich business men who own the city nave used the cops,
courts and press to force racist divisions among the people. In New Radford Saturda:
i

night for example, three black youths were shot and killed by whites {(prcbably copa in

{;Ra-l]y to support New Bedford Struggle
4:30 pm Wed. - State House

Fight MPA’s courts _
8:30 am Thurs. Kast Boston Court




disguise). The cops and press are using the incident to make it appear as though black
and white people are fighting each other when in reality black and other third world peo-
ple are fighting back against the landlords, shop owners, factory owners, courts and
cops who brutally oppress them. The people of New Bedford set up barricades around the
ghetto to keep the cops out they've been battling for five days straight. And they're not
being fooled by the phony buy-off government progran.s: they burned down the offices of
the racist Model Cities Program!

Yesterday in Boston, six people went to trial for sellinc Challenge, the newspaper of
the communist Progressive Labor Party. They sold the newspaper at the Loouan Airport
last month., When arrested, the six were roughed up by the cops and charved with sell-
ing and distributing unauthorized literature. They were were also charged with idle and
disorderly conduct., Challenge supports woskers' struggles against thelr bosses, par-
ticularly the struggles of black and Third World workers by workers we miean the people
who do not own the shops, factories, etc,, they may or may not be emploved) such as
those fighting back in New Bedford. Mass, Port Authority, MPA, which ownes the air-
port where the six selling Challenge were arrested, are afraid to have workers there read-
ing Challenge , because workers armed with the ideas found there can win.

At the trial, the MPA controlled court had planned to railroad the six defendants, mem-
hers and friends of PLP, off to jail. But the six, defending themselves, boldly fought
back against the judge, exposed the:lies of the MPA hosses, and relied orn support and
power of the 150 people packing the court room to force the judge to hack down time and
time agaln and to continue the frial Thursday morning. The political defense exposed
the judge who allowed the prosecutor to use the content of Challenge in his guestions
but refused the defendants the same richt. In addition the defendants were denied the
right of cross examination,

The only way the six arrested selling Challenge will get a fair trial Is that hundreds
of people come to the trial and demand it, At one point during the Tuesday session of
the trial the judge ordered the arrest, for contempt, of one of the six. The ¢op moved
toward the one ordered arrested and the court room protested sc violently bv vells and
chants that the judge did not dare to press the charge, he was scared silly by the power
of the people. With lots of people present the courts will be forced to axpase their
true nature of serving the rich, Attend the trial, support the just cause-of the six on
tria’., See for yourself how the courts in this country operate and whom theyv serve!

COME TO THE TRIAL 9:00 A,M, THURSDAY, JULY 16 (GLn
RALLY IN FRONT OF THE COURT HOUSE AT 8:30 VG
|
.~

EAST BOSTON COURTHOUSE
(near Maverick Square)

Directions: By MTA--Green line to Gov't, Center. Blue lire to
Maverick Staticon. ..2 blocks from the station.
By car--Callahan Tunnel; sharp right toward ran.p
marked East Boston.

COMZE TO THE RALLY TODAY (WEDNESDAY, JULY i5) AT
THE STATEHOUSE IN SUPPORT OF THE NEW BEDFORD
REBELLIONS, , .4:30

\/N'ew England Regional Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)
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