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DEC 32 ’'33 15:1@0 FROM REP. DAN GLICKMAN TO INTELLIGENCE PAGE. 921

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

December 27, 1993

Dear Dan:

Thank you for your recent letter advocating the declassification
of the aggregate amount our government spends to fund
intelligence activities. After careful consideration by my
national security team, I opposed a proposal in Congress this
year to require such disclosure because I believed that the cost
of disclosure cutweighed the benefits. Because of the concerns
you and vour colleagues have raised, however, I have asked my
National Security Advisor, Anthony Lake, in concert with the
Director of Centfal Intelligence and others to look carefully at
our position in light of your argumsnts and in consgultation with
Congress.

In any event, I hope that this issue will not be the basis upon
which my Administration’s commitment to openness is judged. T am
fully committed to greater openness and accountability As you
may know, the Director of Central Intelligence, Jim Woolsey, is
evaluating how we can serve our scientific community through the
declassification of imagery. We are working toward a new
executive order on classification with the goal of achieving more
extensive and timelier declassification of documents. Through
the creation of a Joint Security Commission, Jim Woolsey and the
Deputy Secretary of Defense, Bill Perry, hope to make
recommendations that will allow us to overhaul an outdated and
costly security apparatus. Finally, I remain committed to the
principles of accountability embodied in the Congressional
intelligence overaight process.

I look forward to continuing to work with you on all of these
issues during the next sessicn of Congress.

Sincerely,

The Honcrable Dan Glickman
United States House of Represesntatives
Washington, D.C. 20515



