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“Were American Newcomen to do naught else, our
work is well done if we succeed in sharing with
America a strengthened inspiration to continue
the struggle towards a nobler Civilization—
through wider knowledge and understanding of the
hopes, ambitions, and deeds of leaders in the past
who have upheld Civilization’s material progress.
As we look backward, let us look forward.”

—CHARLES PENROSE
(1886-1958)
Senior Vice-President for North America
The Newcomen Society
Sor the study of the history of
Engineering and Technology

(1923-1957)
Chasrman for North America

(1958)
®
This statement, crystallizing a broad purpose of the Society, was first. read

at the Newcomen Meeting at New York World's Fair on August 5, 1939,
when American Newcomen were guests of The British Government.

“Actorum Memores simul affectamus Agenda”
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This address, dealing with the history of Wichita State
University, was delivered at a “1996 Kansas Meeting” of
The Newcomen Society of the United States, heldin Wichita,
when Dr. Eugene M. Hughes was guest of honor and
speaker on September 11th, 1996.
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“I am greatly indebted to Dr. Craig Miner in this speech for
Uncloistered Halls, a centennial history of the University, as he
chronicles this institution’s progress toward excellence. Dr. Miner
is the Willard Garvey Distinguished Professor of History at WSU.
Dr. John Rydjord, a longtime professor of history, wrote 4 History
of Fairmount College, in 1976, and his personal style of writing
provides an interesting portrait of this period. The story of the
battle to enter the state system is found in An Act of Faith, written
by Melvin H. Witrogen, Dennis C. Duell, and Jimmy M. Skaggs.
Mr. Witrogen was an active Wichitan involved in the effort, and
Dr. Duell is a University faculty member, as was the late Dr.
Skaggs. Standing Proudly on the Hill is a pictorial history, the
creation of Dr. George M. Platt, the Centennial coordinator, who
teaches in the Hugo Wall School. One gets an excellent sense of the
University through this document. The anecdote concerning Eliza-
beth Sprague was taken from an article about her in the Wichita
Eagle on June 9, 1994.

Finally I am indebted to Dr. James Rhatigan, Vice President for
Student Affairs and Dean of Students for more than thirty years,
who has served as my mentor in regard to the history of the
University and whose assistance in the preparation of this docu-
ment was invaluable.”

—Dr. Eugene M. Hughes
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INTRODUCTION OF DR. EUGENE M. HUGHES, ON SEPTEMBER II,

1996, IN WICHITA, KANSAS, BY MR. ALLAN K. HIGDON, CHAIRMAN,

SULLIVAN, HIGDON & SINK, INC., ON BEHALF OF MR. OLIVER

ELLIOTT,* PRESIDENT, NATIONAL-SPENCER, INC., AND A MEMBER
OF THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES.

Fellow members of Newcomen and guests:

tis good to see many of my friends and fellow alumni gathered here

tonight to honor Wichita State University and President Eugene

Hughes. We are all familiar with the expression, “you owe me one,”
or in more sophisticated circles as we are in this evening, the term used
is “reciprocity.” My presence before you tonight illustrates this concept.
I talked first with Dr. Hughes about the Newcomen Society more than
a year ago. So when the Society chose to honor our university and its
president, Dr. Hughes called and asked if I would do the introduction.
I declined, saying, “I don’t speak before public groups anymore.” And he
said, in his kind, presidential manner: “But, Oliver, you owe me one!”
And I suppose I do owe him one. After all, I was one of the nine who
served on the Presidential Search Committee who voted unanimously to
bring Dr. Hughes to Wichita State as its 11th president. When the
search committee first met, it was comforting to know that our decision
would be clear-cut. We needed a man with strong experience; Gene
Hughes had been president of Northern Arizona University for 14 years
and during that time, put that previously little-known institution on the
map with record growth in enrollment and the building of quality faculty
and programs.

His motto was and continues to be “Building Excellence One College
at a Time.” Since his arrival three years ago, Gene Hughes has opened
three new centers and, in doing so, has taken the campus to the students.
Gene and his wife Margaret Ann have initiated many new services for
students and just by their very presence, as they take their evening walks
on campus, they are known as a couple who care about our students. They
have energized our recruitment efforts, and you who are alumni are being
asked to help with this effort. Housing for students has been foremost on
his agenda, and he has made bold strides there. Not only has he increased
housing availability, he has set forth a plan which will position our
residential facilities as the best in the state.

{5)
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We needed a man with vision; Gene Hughes was attracted to WSU
because he could see the untapped potential of our university, and instead
of apologizing for our location in the heart of Wichita, he has chosen to
capitalize upon it. Within his first few months on campus, he coined for
WHSU the slogan, “The Metropolitan Advantage.” Under his leadership,
our cooperative education program continues to grow, alumni mentoring
programs are being developed, and the internship program is being restruc-
tured. Alliances with business and industry, as well as services to the
community, are being strengthened.

We needed a2 man with a deep sense of values—someone who would
understand Kansans and our beliefs in the importance of hard work and
initiative, commitment to family, and loyalty to our state and country. For
Gene Hughes, a native of Nebraska who received his master’s degree at
Kansas State, coming to WSU was like coming home. He has worked hard
all hislife. He and Margaret Ann have a combined family of six children and
are well on their way to having a host of grandchildren.

They are rightfully proud of their family and successfully balance spend-
ing time with them while not abandoning professional responsibilities. And
as for his commitment to God and country, well, I can honestly say I do not
have a clue as to Dr. Hughes’ political affiliation, which is the mark of good
president. But I do know that I learned during our presidential search
process, that upon announcing his departure from the presidency of NAU,
the entire Arizona legislature gave our honoree a standing ovation for his
service to higher education in their state and the Arizona Board of Regents
awarded him the Regents’ Medal—only a handful of which have been
awarded. Tonight we are celebrating an institution with a rich heritage
covering more than one hundred years. My own association with WSU, or,
WU as 1 usually say, spans more than fifty years, beginning when I was a
student and impressive William M. Jardine was President. I liked President
Jardine. Even though I was editor of the Sunflower, and had the privilege to
criticize the president without overt repercussions, I rarely found instances
whereby I did not believe Dr. Jardine was always acting in the best interest
of our University.

Harry Corbin was a classmate of mine who became the youngest
president in the history of WSU. President Corbin will always have his
place in our history as the one who carried us from being a municipal
university into the State’s Regents’ system. But it was a “long, arduous,
often bitter battle” and Harry eventually decided to step down from his
coveted post to enable political wounds to heal.

{6}
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Who could not love and admire Emory Lindquist—a Rhodes Scholar,
asuperb teacher, a wise and fair leader. Itis ironic that the only time WSU’s
basketball team has gone to the Final Four was during the tenure of one
most known for his love of the classroom. But he loved anything which
brought well-deserved recognition to his university.

President Clark Ahlberg remains a good friend to this day. He served 16
years during the time of hippies, Vietnam, free speech—what a fun time to
be a college president! But among the many accomplishments attributed to
this special man is providing the leadership necessary for the establishment
of our Ulrich Museum and our premier outdoor sculpture collection. It
speaks well of Dr. Ahlberg that he is one of the alumni being honored here
tonight.

My own personal and financial involvement occurred during Warren
Armstrong’s years as president. His vision was to expand the research
capabilities of the University, and I became captivated with the idea of a
world-class school of communication. I pledged towork with Dr. Armstrong
to see such a school develop and grow.

The reason I provided this brief review of the presidents I have known
is to say that our University is fortunate to have had many capable men to
serve as leaders who were right for their time in history. But none were more
right for us today than President Hughes. He has been described, and all
of us who know him agree, as a man with a sense of purpose. He has been
described as 2 man with a healing touch, and he has certainly worked hard
torestore a sense of pride on campus. He aims to be inclusive, not exclusive.
His taste in music is a perfect example in that his radio station of choice is
KFD], yet he and Margaret Ann are regularly seen at WSU’s fine arts
performances as well as the Wichita Symphony and Music Theater. They
donot try to be all things to all people; they simply are themselves — people
who enjoy variety and diversity.

President Hughes will be speaking today of his university, a place he
loves, a place we love. He has dedicated the final years of his professional
life to us and we are grateful. Butif you will allow me a personal note, Betty
and I are grateful for having in Gene and Margaret Ann, new friends, and
we feel the better for knowing them. So it gives me great pleasure to present
to you a great university president, a great humanitarian, and a good friend
—President Gene Hughes.

* Mr. Elliott passed away on October 25, 1996.

®
(7)
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Fellow members of Newcomen and guests:

remember well the evening of August 27, 1995, when the University

celebrated the opening ceremony of its centennial year. I was sitting

on the steps of Ablah Library listening to the late Earnest Boyer, and
as I looked to the west, the sun began to drop beyond the clock tower of
Morrison Hall. On cue, a breeze offered its comfort to the assembly,
nature’s gift to the prairie.

I felt at that moment a close kinship with Nathan J. Morrison, the first
present of Fairmount College, the institution which would on a later day
become Wichita State University. I knew that within a few hundred
yards, a century ago, President Morrison worried about the opening of
this new college. He had helped give birth to two others, in Michigan and
Missouri, but that had been years before and he was now 67. President
Morrison was well aware of the difficulties awaiting him, yet he once
commented that it was good to be a pioneer because of the future one
could help create. No doubt he had looked at that same sun, hoping that
his small faculty and an enthusiastic community would encourage
students to attend. His prospects were not good, as several colleges
already had failed in Wichita. The Congregationalists, which supported
the new institution, were also financing Washburn College in northeast
Kansas, and voices were divided even in
1895 as to whether two Congregational
colleges in Kansas were necessary.

IN 1994 WSU PRESIDENT EUGENE M. HUGHES
DEFINED “THE METROPOLITAN ADVANTAGE” AS
WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY'S UNIQUE DISTINC-
TION AMONG THE UNIVERSITIES IN THE KANSAS
REGENTS’ SYSTEM, THUS ARTICULATING WHAT
HAS ALWAYS BEEN TRUE: THE ADVANTAGES
THAT WICHITA STATE AFFORDS ITS STUDENTS
BECAUSE OF ITS LOCATION IN THE CITY OF
WICHITA—THE STATE OF KANSAS' LARGEST
CITY—ARE INDEED UNIQUE.

{8}
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Yet the Congregationalists in the United States held a special place for
education, giving birth to more than forty postsecondary institutions
across America. With nearly 15,000 students from every state and ninety
nations, Wichita State is the largest university with a Congregational
heritage.

Because of their history of persecution in Great Britain, the Congre-
gationalists valued freedom and gave education a central place in their
lives, seeing its role as an antidote to power. Yes, the Congregationalists
also were interested in saving souls, but they were not locked tightly into
any creed and were respectful of many denominational voices. People
from all faiths, races, men and women were welcome in Congregational
colleges as Fairmount was born.

President Morrison was a Congregational minister, a man of deep and
abiding faith, and so we are certain that he turned to prayer as opening fall
enrollment week neared. In the tradition of the Congregationalists, he
would pray for strength, ask that God’s purposes remain with him, and
offer praise for the opportunity at hand. The next day, though, he would
be looking for donors!

Dr. Morrison knew he soon would face the reality of compensating his
small faculty, meager as their salaries might be. The entire physical plant
was Fairmount Hall, a half-completed building whose progress basically
had come to an end since the western farm crises of 1887 and 1888.

In the early months, President Morrison relied on financial help from
the citizens of Wichita for assistance, so from the beginning the tie
between campus and community was of critical importance. Substantial
community leaders stepped forward to help, some of whom were among
those who had persuaded President Morrison to come to Fairmount.
Those leaders included people of many faiths, though the role of
members of Plymouth Congregational Church was very important in
the early years. Yet there was not sufficient wealth available in Wichita to
supply the needs of the college.

President Morrison also sought help from Congregationalists in the
eastern United States. This was made difficult because of economic policy
battles in the United States emerging at the dawn of the new century.
Also, the Congregationalists were turning away from the American
frontier, to face the massive problems that uncontrolled immigration was
creating in eastern cities.

{9}
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Nonetheless, year after year he continued to seek financial support.
Many trips were fruitless, and he returned to Wichita with little to show
for his efforts. President Morrison was a private, dignified man and he
suffered humiliation in asking for money. His discouragements were
many, and the college stayed on the edge of extinction for the entirety of
its first decade. At a critical moment, somehow a few dollars always
would be found. It should be absolutely clear that sometimes just a few
hundred dollars, not thousands, made the difference between remaining
open and closing forever. There was one day in the life of the early college
when all credit was exhausted and an impasse reached that seemed
insurmountable. On that occasion, Professor Roulet came forward with
$5,000, a loan which represented a good portion of his life’s savings. He
would die in 1903 and should always be remembered as a faithful and
dedicated man, who may by that one act have saved the college and
influenced the destiny of many of the people present this evening.

Faculty members were outstanding, well-educated people. Teachers
received the barest of salaries, most around $1,000 annually, but they
were never paid in full. From time to time they wrote off a large
percentage of the sums owed them, as donors were not interested in
giving only to pay off old debts.

President Morrison loved books and even when he could not find
financial support, he found books. They were shipped by the dozens and
then by the hundreds to Wichita. A Wichita pioneer, Lucetta Carter,
was a major contributor to the library and its mightiest advocate. By
1907, in Kansas, only the library of the University of Kansas exceeded
that of Fairmount.

It was the hope for a more substantial library that led President
Morrison to seek support from Andrew Carnegie. After extended
negotiation, Carnegie gave $40,000 on the condition that the funds be
matched. President Morrison achieved that milestone, and during the
same period secured funds for Fiske Hall as a men’s dormitory.

The ground-breaking for the library occurred on April 12, 1907, and
a few hours later Dr. Morrison died unexpectedly at the age of 79. How
fortunate we are that he was the man who came to Wichita in 1895. He
once observed that the college would move from century to century if the

{10}
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ONE OF PRESIDENT NATHAN MORRISON'S GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENTS ON BEHALF OF
FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE — THE CONSTRUCTION OF A FREESTANDING LIBRARY TO HOUSE THE
FLEDGLING COLLEGE'S BURGEONING COLLECTION — CULMINATED IN 1908, WHEN CON-
STRUCTION ON THE UNIVERSITY'S CARNEGIE/MORRISON LIBRARY, AT LEFT, WAS FINISHED.
THE BUILDING WAS MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH A $40,000 CHALLENGE GRANT
FROM PHILANTHROPIST ANDREW CARNEGIE.

job were done right. I am sure, though, that today he would be in awe of
what his effort produced. His story is first among many in which crises
and struggles were overcome, and new levels of excellence were achieved.

By the early 1920s, President Finlayson recognized that Fairmount
College needed a funding base far larger than the Congregationalists
could provide and beyond the college’s own fund-raising capabilities at
that time. A new model was needed.

The close relationship between the college and the community stimu-
lated discussion as to whether the city would be interested in taking over
the college. Many argued that the tax base of the city would offer
Fairmountabetter opportunity to fulfillits destiny. There were examples
of this in the eastern United States, and the University of Cincinnati was
an example seen as very appropriate to the hopes of those in Wichita for
an expanded institution. The first city ballot to take over the college
failed, but the second succeeded, and in 1926 the University of Wichita
came into being, enrolling 569 students, the ninth municipal university
in the United States and the first west of the Mississippi.

{11}
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WHEN FAIRMOUNT COLLEGE BECAME THE MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITY OF WICHITA IN 1926, IT
BECAME THE NINTH MUNICIPAL UNIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE FIRST SUCH
UNIVERSITY WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

President Harold Foght came on the scene in 1927, developing a new
organizational structure, with exciting new functions, programs that
retained the best of the old but were vastly more ambitious. He was a
scholarly man with several books published and a national reputation in
education. Yet he did not live in an Ivory Tower. Almostimmediately he
began to articulate the advantages of a more encompassing partnership
between the city and the University. Foght was a generator of ideas, and
he believed firmly that every phase of municipal life could be helped by
the University, a return on the investment made by the city.

As in all genius, Foght often thought well beyond the resources of his
institution. This led to failure on occasion, as in his interest in creating
an architecture program and a School of Social Work, but other ventures
into the unknown produced results that even Foght could not have
imagined. In 1928, he organized an Aeronautical Engineering Depart-
ment, a reflection of the community’s emerging interest in the manufac-

{12}
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ture of airplanes. One needs to remember, of course, that the University
had no Engineering College. The department was located in the College
of Business. It was only one of six such programs in the country. Classes
were held downtown in machine shops because no campus equipment
was available. A small wind tunnel was offered to the University, a
forerunner of more sophisticated testing facilities.

What started as one idea among many would, of course, later be seen
as destiny. A young man from rural Kansas would become one of the first
graduates of the program in 1933. Taking the bankrupt company started
by his uncle, Clyde Cessna, Dwane Wallace went on to develop one of
the most successful companies in the world, the Cessna Aircraft Com-
pany, as of this moment having produced more than 175,000 planes.
President Foght would look today with enormous satisfaction at his part
in helping Wichita become the commercial air capital of the world.
Today in Wichita, two of our graduates head aerospace companies, Jeff
Turner at Boeing-Wichita, and Mac Beason at Learjet; and others have
served in significant management positions in aerospace across the
nation.

President Foght was very interested in outreach, including credit and
non-credit courses. The politics of this approach was sound, as Wichita
citizens increasingly identified with “their” University. The president
fostered cooperative education and intern efforts, urging faculty to help
students gain experience in the laboratory which was the city itself. He
sought the enrollment of international students, an unusual step for a
midwestern institution in those years. Sports also added to the relation-
ship, and the city ever since has been excited when the Shockers are
successful. President Foght also can be credited for the University’s early
developmental work with handicapped children, operated from the
children’s ward at Wesley Hospital.

President Foght’s impact on the University was profound, including
amajor concern with campus planning. He preferred Georgian architec-
ture, and Wilner, McKinley, Jardine, and Morrison halls reflect that
view. While his plan eventually would be superseded, it is still recogniz-
able, and many older students see those buildings along Alumni Drive as
the heart of the University they remember. Foght would finally give way
to negative forces stemming in large measure from the enormous
pressures of the Great Depression and faculty unrest.

{13}
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President Jardine began his long tenure in 1934, as the Depression
slowly began to wear down businesses, farms, and families. Jardine was
the most famous person, in a national sense, to take the presidency at
“WU,” as the University often was and is called. He had already served
as president at Kansas State and was a fellow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, an elite group of scholars. In 1925, he
was appointed Secretary of Agriculture by President Coolidge and in the
Hoover Administration was the American Minister to Egypt.

Dr. Jardine continued the tradition of cooperation between City and
College. He was a full participant in the life of the city and readily became
aleading citizen. He believed, as did President Foght, that the University
could, through its concentrated effort, help create a better city.

Probably the Institute of Logopedics exemplifies in one example the
importance of this belief while at the same time demonstrating the
usefulness of both research and practice in higher education. President
Jardine built on his predecessor’s concern for students with disabilities,
and Dr. Martin Palmer was hired from the University of Michigan to
head such a program.

Dr. Palmer was a pioneer in the treatment of students with multiple
disabilities but particularly those in which there was speech involved.
Because speech and hearing are integrally related, Dr. Palmer turned his
attention to both. He was an early member of the American Speech and
Hearing Association, which his mentor helped create.

Martin Palmer, within the next twenty years, would be treating
problems from stuttering to cerebral palsy, cleft palate, aphasia, dysphasia,
and hearing impairment. Palmer argued that all children deserved a
chance for happiness and that the creation of trained professionals to
serve them was an ethical imperative. The institute had a case load of 50
in 1934, but in the coming decade would review 100,000 cases and have
field offices throughout the state. In 1949, it constructed its own
residential campus, now incorporated as Heartspring.

The University offered the Ph.D. in Logopedics, the only doctoral
program approved by the Municipal University. The Saturday Evening
Post observed in 1959 that this unique Kansas community was more
valuable than all the thousand-acre farms in Kansas. The comprehensive

{14}
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programs of the institute were known throughout the state, and Dr.
Palmer would one day retire as one of the most respected men ever to
serve in his field, one which he, in fact, helped to create.

George Wilner brought an awareness of the theater to Wichita
through a variety of campus productions, and early community theater
enthusiasts used campus facilities. Experimental theater is a part of this
history and continues today on the campus as an important creative tool.
Certainly the story of the Wichita Symphony is well known. It was, from
the beginning, a cooperative effort between campus and community.
The first performance, in 1944, used musicloaned by the University. The
idea of using faculty members as principal chairs guaranteed two out-
comes: an excellent, stable symphony and a faculty at a level of quality
that the University alone could not afford. As has been stated often, more
than 90% of symphony members now, and as far back as anyone can
remember, have ties to Wichita State.

In 1929, Hugo Wall came to the University, a political scientist with
a doctorate from Stanford. Wall used his department and his students as
vehicles for positive involvement in city and county government. Intern-
ships were developed that were helpful to the city and for students’ work
experience. Even faculty members served from time to time in interim
assignments with the city.

Wall and the Chiefof Police, C.W. Wilson, created one of the pioneer
police science programs in the nations, which Wilson would stress even
when he left to become the Chief of Police in Chicago.

The Sociology Department began to do demographic studies for the
city; Chemistry worked in a forensics capacity with the police; faculty
members helped write training manuals and gave workshops for city
employees. Later on, the College of Education would play a role of major
significance, in educating teachers, administrators, and children in
Wichita, and beyond. President Warren Armstrong frequently talked
about the synergy between campus and community, and the schools are
a perfect example of what he meant.

In 1946 the Christian Science Monitor wrote an article, “Town and
Gown—Hand in Hand,” applauding the cooperation between the
University and the City, cooperation that would benefit the citizens of
Wichita. Hugo Wall inspired many people to public service, including a
later president of Wichita State University, Clark D. Ahlberg.

{15}
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President Jardine fostered other metropolitan initiatives, including
nursing education, offered through local hospitals, as at the time there
was no campus nursing program. He authorized the first FM station in
Wichita, which was located on the campus. Because of the Depression,
President Jardine instituted a deferred payment plan for students, among
the first schools in the nation to do so.

Ken Razak came to the University in 1942 to help restructure the
Aeronautical Engineering program as part of a new College of Engineer-
ing. The Foundation for Industrial Research was created by President
Jardine in 1944, a unique program for this University, but developed
across the country as a means of enhancing community ties with an
institution. The foundation had a successful life for about a decade.

President Jardine retired in 1949 at the age of 70, having served fifteen
years, one of the longest tenures of any president, during a time when the
University was profoundly affected by the Second World War.

He was replaced by Harry F. Corbin, age 32, who was the nation’s
youngest college president. Corbin’s credentials included a divinity
degree and a law degree. After his years as president, he also would earn
a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Chicago.

WICHITA STATE HAS MATURED AS AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING. IN 1992 IT

GAINED ADMISSION TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE UNIVERSITIES AND LAND

GRANT COLLEGES, JOINING 229 OTHER INSTITUTIONS RECOGNIZED FOR
RESEARCH CAPABILITIES AND ENDEAVORS.

{16}
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President Corbin was immersed in the liberal arts tradition. His
speeches were concerned about the human spirit, and the moral crisis of
the twentieth century. He believed strongly in the quality of faculty, and
the very thin funding of the University during his years focused on securing
and holding quality faculty members. He believed that faculty would want
to do research as part of their responsibilities and urged them to include
students whenever possible.

Under the leadership of President Corbin, serious attention was paid to
theidea ofa quality general education program. The first Honors Program
was initiated at his direction, and efforts were made to increase the
diversity of the campus.

It was probably halfway through his tenure of fourteen years when
President Corbin recognized that the promise of the University could
better be metifit were a part of the state system. Wichita citizens had been
unfailingly supportive, but he knew that the institution’s substantial
reliance on the mill levy would one day create financial problems that could
not be overcome. This thinking was only thirty years removed from
President Finlayson’s insight about Fairmount College’s financial future.

There was only one problem with moving into the state system. Few
people outside of Wichita were supportive. Regents, most legislators, and
state newspapers opposed the move. What followed was a series of
dramatic battles so hostile and intense that their true nature cannotbe fully
appreciated today. The successful result of this struggle was made possible
by the support of nearly every public leader in Wichita, and it was indeed
fortunate at the time to have had President Corbin at the center. He was
a powerful speaker, aman with energy and a passion forideas, one who had
a clear vision of the future. That he prevailed under such incredibly
negative odds puts him in the company of President Morrison as a worker
of miracles.

One should not conclude that President Corbin’s quest for quality
released him from the burden of the physical plant. I am told that every
maintenance dollar came hard, but he found ways to build when the need
was there. Ten buildings were added during the Corbin years, all of which
still are fully used on the campus. Certainly the Frank Lloyd Wright
building named for President Corbin symbolizes Corbin’s aspirations for
a campus dedicated to the highest quality of which it is capable.

{17}
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In May of 1963, President Corbin resigned, just short of his fiftieth
birthday. Though he had much more to give to the University, it would
be as a professor. He understood the battle for inclusion in the state
system had caused the rupturing of many relationships and that his
presence would be an impediment to the progress he hoped would occur.
One final achievement, though, must be reported. As part of the
agreement reached with the state, the city agreed to continue a 1.5 mill
levy as a living endowment to help the University. This decision has been
a vital key in helping the University carry out its work, through scholar-
ships and other activities. In 1987, the County Commissioners lent their
support, and together these funds make a substantial contribution in the
never-ending quest for excellence.

Emory Lindquist became the eighth president of the University in
1963, the first president of Wichita State University. President Lindquist
was a Rhodes Scholar, a former college president and dean, a man later
knighted by the King of Sweden, and one who would be selected in 1965
as the outstanding citizen of Kansas. His first responsibility was to reduce
the anger over the political battles just concluded. One can imagine his
first Board of Regents meeting, where the nine members had voted 9-0
to deny the University’s entry into the system.

I am indebted to a campus colleague for observing that presidents
Corbin and Lindquist were two presidents who saw the University in
spiritual terms. Neither was bound by the narrow boundaries of a single
scholarly discipline. The higher education these two men themselves
received is why we remember them today. Neither went to Ivy League
schools. Emory Lindquist was a graduate of Bethany College, and Harry
Corbin attended the University of Wichita. Their impact is a function
of the way in which they chose to use the gifts which their educations
revealed. What presidents Corbin and Lindquist got from their educa-
tion was an appreciation for the possibilities of life, and an idealism that
withstood everyadversity. Theyboth felt the world could be abetter place
because of the University, and they spent their lives in pursuit of that
belief. Their lives are a metaphor for the power of a university.

Clark D. Ahlberg succeeded President Lindquist in 1968, returning to
the campus from which he had graduated thirty years earlier. His arrival
coincided with the era of student unrest which would last for another
three years. While unrest would not be a thing of enduring importance,
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WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY IS “WICHITA'S UNIVERSITY.” LOCATED IN THE LARGEST CITY IN

KANSAS — THE CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, HEALTH CARE, FINANCIAL, AND BUSINESS

CENTER OF THE STATE — WICHITA STATE HAS DEVELOPED A STRONG WORKING RELATION~

SHIP WITH ALL FACETS OF THE CITY'S INFRASTRUCTURE, A RELATIONSHIP THAT BENEFITS
BOTH THE CAMPUS AND THE COMMUNITY.

it did temporarily occupy center stage. Decisions made during that
volatile period allowed the University to escape physical damage and the
loss of student trust.

During the tenure of President Ahlberg, the University moved into
the modern era. A major priority of Dr. Ahlberg was to attract and retain
quality faculty for a rapidly expanding campus. He also was a builder, and
with his successor, Warren Armstrong, a physical plant of major propor-
tion was created, now approximately 2,700,000 square feet of space.
President Ahlberg emphasized the University’s community responsibili-
ties, one example of his debt to Hugo Wall. The federal TRIO programs,
aimed at helping first-generation, low-income students, were developed
during his tenure. Major investments in computer hardware and soft-
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A CEREMONY UNVEILING “GENIUS,” BY SWEDISH SCULPTOR CARL MILLES, INAUGURATED

WICHITA STATE UNIVERSITY'S CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION ON JULY 10, 1995. THE WORK IS

PART OF WSU'S NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED MARTIN H. BUSH OUTDOOR SCULPTURE COLLEC-

TION, WHICH CURRENTLY CONSISTS OF SIXTY PIECES THAT GRACE WICHITA STATE'S
BEAUTIFUL 330-ACRE CAMPUS.

ware were made and the campus became a leader in the state system in
this emerging area of importance. The College of Health Professions was
created by President Ahlberg and now enrolls nearly 1,400 students.

Certainly President Ahlberg will be remembered for his role in
creating acampus of absolute beauty, now routinely enjoyed by Wichitans,
but a source of amazement to visitors. Thousands of trees and shrubs
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were planted during the Ahlberg years, and today the magnificent result
is available to anyone who appreciates beauty. Using the talents of Dr.
Martin H. Bush, a veritable sculpture garden exists on the Wichita State
campus, and the Ulrich Museum was built. President Ahlberg believed
that the physical environment one created was important to student
perceptions and to public perceptions. He was right on both counts.

Warren B. Armstrong became the tenth president of Wichita State in
1982. He held fast to the successful themes of the Ahlberg years, and
understood that the level of faculty made possible by inclusion in the state
system enhanced the University’s ability to serve the state and region. It
was his belief that the University had matured enough to offer the
doctoral degree in selected areas, those centered on the needs of the city
and the region.

It was on this very point that President Armstrong risked his presi-
dency. He argued that the general doctoral degree in Engineering should
be broadened to fit the actual disciplines within the College of Engineer-
ing. In making his case, President Armstrong asserted that many
excellent engineers, particularly those in aerospace, wanted and deserved
more education, but were place-bound. He said that it was a responsibil-
ity of the University to serve this excellent group of citizens and that if
quality programs were established students would respond. The Board of
Regents opposed this move as did other Kansas doctoral-granting
universities. With vigorous support from the Wichita community,
particularly from aerospace industry leaders, political intervention oc-
curred and the program was expanded ona 5-4 vote. President Armstrong
survived the battle but was not forgiven, yet excellence usually must be
won rather than awarded. He certainly has been vindicated. In little more
than a decade, 109 students have received doctoral degrees. These
graduates are working all over the world.

President Armstrong’s determination also opened the door to other
doctoral programs, those in which there were evident community needs
to be met. The Regents have now recognized the ability of the faculty to
direct such programs. Our admission to the National Association of
State Universities and Land Grant Colleges, as one of 230 institutions
primarily known for research, indicated to President Armstrong that the
next level of maturity in the University’s history had been met.
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I came to the University in 1993. My early efforts have focused on
building pride in the University, raising scholarship dollars for students,
rehabilitating and expanding campus residence halls and academic
facilities, and intensifying our outreach efforts through the formal
establishment of centers located Downtown, Westside and Southside at
Boeing. We have identified our marketing niche, the “Metropolitan
Advantage.” We are looking at the improvement and expansion of

“athletic and fine arts facilities; the development of cooperative programs
with area community colleges through a “hub and spoke” arrangement to
include distance education and mediated instruction; and the develop-
ment of the electronic-based library of the 21st century. As might be
expected, not all of these initiatives have been equally endorsed on the
campus, but I am grateful for the outstanding support I have received to
date.

There are significant challenges at Wichita State and on every campus
in America. Purposes, structures, functions, and costs are being scruti-
nized. Quality, enrollment, changing modes of instruction, accessibility,
accountability, and change are concerns of the moment. The University
is a dynamic place, a mixture of change and continuity that creates
discussion, concern, and sometimes conflict. Anyone who works at a
university sees the inevitability of ideas clashing. President Lindquist
talked about the tradition of civility—and let no one doubt the impor-
tance of that tradition.

Itis with enormous pride that I can report that faculty at Wichita State
University are the best in its history, demonstrating excellence in teach-
ing, research, and public service. Today Bill Groutas worked in his
laboratory in a decade-long quest to arrest emphysema in humans, while
Albert Goldbarth continued writing poetry in a follow-up to Heaven and
Earth that was the 1992 winner of the National Book Critics Award.
Barbara Hodson has an international following because of her clinical
research in phonology and metaphonology, and Don Hackett heads the
University’s program in Entrepreneurship, founded by Fran Jabara and
now rated as one of the nation’s top ten. Shang Ching Chou is considered
the world’s foremost expert in automated geometry theorem proving and
Richard St. John and his research team of 16 WSU students are
unlocking the secrets of Anasazi pottery by combining knowledge in
anthropology and ceramics. Donna Hawley is a major contributor in the
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WICHITA STATE'S NATIONAL INSTI-
TUTE FOR AVIATION RESEARCH, HOUS-
ING STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT
AND LABORATORIES FOR RESEARCH,
DEVELOPMENT, AND APPLICATIONS
APPROPRIATE FOR BOTH AVIATION-
AND NON-AVIATION-RELATED BUSI-
NESSES AND INDUSTRIES, CONTINUES
THE UNIVERSITY'S LONG TRADITION
OF WORKING WITH WICHITA, THE
“AIR CAPITAL OF THE WORLD.”

study of the long-term effects of chronic arthritis and currently serves as
president of the Association of Rheumatology Health Professionals, and
Manoj Gupta’s young career places him as an excellent teacher with
publications in the academy’s top finance journals. Don Blakeslee
recently reported his discovery of the trail of Francisco Coronado at the
National Press Club in Washington, DC, and Jim Ho enjoys an
international reputation as a researcher of superconductivity and cryo-
genics. Walter May’s major composition, “Dream Catcher” was pre-
miered by the WSU Symphonic Band in 1996 at the Music Educators
National Conference, and Steve Hooper led tri-university projects that
won first and second place ratings in NASA national aircraft design
competition in consecutive years. George Gibson has a distinguished
record of developing singers for opera and music theater on stages across
the world, and John Belt is a recent winner of the nation’s Outstanding
Educator Award from the Society for Human Resource Management.
J.C. Combs has created one of the most innovative percussion programs
on any campus, and Hamid Lankarani is a national expert on impact
dynamics which is of major importance in all transportation systems.
Marlene Schommer is the nation’s leading scholar in the study of student
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epistemological beliefs, and Dean Headley is co-author of the interna-
tionally recognized Airline Quality Rating System. I took these examples
from more than one hundred brought to my attention, and the longer list
was far from complete. Those I have mentioned demonstrate the depth
and breadth of faculty interests. In three or four years, the list will change,
and within a decade, almost all of the names will be new. The University’s
work is unfinished because the world’s needs are unending.

Almost everyone in this room has had a college teacher whose
influence was so great that the effect was permanent. In some way this
person changed who we are and what we have done. Not all of those
teachers were scholars at the national level. But they had three important
traits; they were highly competent in their work, their lives reflected an
ethic of caring, and they possessed an ability to inspire.

I want to close by talking about one of those teachers, Elizabeth
Sprague, who taught art at Fairmount beginning in 1901. Students were
enlivened by her teaching and in chapel where she would espouse the
pioneering spirit. Sometimes Ms. Sprague would take the streetcar into
town, where she would buy a single rose. She would use it in her classes,
carrying it each day to the basement of Fairmount Hall where it would
rest in cool darkness. A bud would last many days tendered by her care.
“Why do that?” a colleague once asked. She replied that it was important
for young people to see at least one perfect thing. This approach to
learning inspires, it encourages the awakening of appreciation that lives
within each of us. Appreciation leads to our sense of the possibilities of
life, and when we talk about the possibilities in lives, we have arrived at
a definition of education. It is in her spirit and of all the faculty and staff
since who share her view, that Wichita State University begins it journey
into another century just as President Morrison hoped it would.

T
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THE NEWCOMEN SOCIETY
OF THE UNITED STATES

of American railroad presidents, established a group now known as “American

Newcomen” and interested in Business History, as distinguished from political
history. Its objectives center in the beginnings, growth, development, contributions,
and influence of Industry, Transportation, Communication, the Utilities, M. ining,
Agriculture, Banking, Finance, Economics, Insurance, Education, Invention,
and the Law—these and correlated historical fields. In short, the background of
those factors which have contributed or are contributing to the progress of Mankind.

The Newcomen Society of the United States is a nonprofit membership corpo-
ration chartered in 1961 under the Charitable Law of the State of Maine, with
headquarters at 412 Newcomen Road, Exton, Pennsylvania 19341, some five
miles east of Downingtown, Pennsylvania, and 32 miles west of the City of
Philadelphia. Here also is located The Thomas Newcomen Memorial Library
and Museum in Steam Technology and Industrial History, a reference collection,
including microfilm, open to the public for research and dealing with the subjects
to which the Society devotes attention.

Meetings are held throughout the United States of America and across Canada
at whick Newcomen Addresses are presented by leaders in their respective fields.

The approach in most cases has been a life-story of corporate organizations,
interpreted through the ambitions, the successes and failures, and the ultimate
achievements of those pioneers whose efforts laid the foundations of the particular
enterprise.

The Saciety’s name perpetuates the 1?} and work of Thomas Newcomen ( 1663-
1729), the British pioneer, whose valuable contributions in improvements to the
newly invented Steam Engine brought him lasting fame in the field of the Mechanic
Arts. The Newcomen Engines, whose period of use was from 1712 to 1775,
paved a way for the Industrial Revolution, Newcomen’s inventive genius preceded
by more than §0 years the brilliant work in Steam by the world-famous James
Watt.

The Newcomen Society of the United States is affiliated with The Newcomen
Society for the Study of the History of Engineering and Technology, with offices
at The Science Museum, South Kensington, London, S.W. 7, England. The
Society is also associated in union with the Royal Society for the Encouragement
of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce, whose offices are at 6 John Adam Street,
London, W.C. 2, England.

Members of American Newcomen, when in Europe, are invited to wvisit the
home of Thomas Newcomen at Dartmouth in South Devonshire, England, and
to see the Dartmouth Newcomen Engine working.

IN APRIL 1923, the late L. F. Loree (1858-1940) of New York, then dean
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Presidents, Wichita State University

Nathan J. Morrison 1895-1907
Henry E. Thayer 1907-1914
Walter H. Rollins 1914-1921
John D. Finlayson 1922-1927
Harold W. Foght 1927-1933
William M. Jardine 1934-1949
Harry F. Corbin 1949-1963
Emory Lindquist 1963-1968
Clark D. Ahlberg 1968-1983
Warren B. Armstrong 1983-1993
Eugene M. Hughes 19952
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