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December 2, 19 07,

Colonel Ceco. V. Coethals,
Chairm:n, Isthmian Canal Commiseion,
Culebra, C. 4.
Silr:

First class Policeman Bermer, in citizens clothes, got on passongor
train No. 7 at Gatun Saturday evening the 30th ultimo. As per late ordoer the
collector reemested him to pay his farey, which he refused to do. During this
time the train guard approached and told the eollector it was no use trying to
collect any fare from that man as he wouldnt put him off any _howe The collector
appoaled to Train Master Stowart and wae told to obey his instructions. He ag-ih
asked Bernor to pay his faro and he refused. He then ealled upon the train guard,
nemed Lremberg to put him off. The guerd rofused and Bermer rode to his destinae
tion Tabermilla,

This astion of the train gunard was taken with the full knowledge of
Lm Johnson and Sargeont Venderpool who were on the tra!n at the time.
Upon inguiry of lLicttenant Johmson he gtated to me he kmew tho man wae on special
quty =nd did not think he should be compelled to poy his Sare, that he hadnt soon
this notice anyhow, 1 explained to him the collector was only doing his duty
and the proper course for Bernmer to pursue was to have paid his fare, taken & re=-
coipt for samc end them put the matter mp to fha Head of his Departmont, for ree
imbursemont from the P.Rellsy or place same in his expense account.

1 am satisfied chould the department talke thie matter up with the
PslleTle they would furnish the plain clothos force with meane of transportation.




