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Therese Howell, Iraqi Fiction:  A Look at Effects, Focuses, and Themes. 

 

 The following research presented is used to analyze contemporary (1950-present) fiction 

from Iraqi authors and cast it against the social, political, and economic parallel to show 

corresponding themes and symbols in the literature.  There will further be a focus on those 

themes and styles appearing to transcend particular wars, regimes, or movements with an attempt 

to explore their influence.  These findings are cross-referenced with other critiques and studies of 

literature in Iraq. 

 

 

 Chris Herriage, Beveled Knives from the Great Bend Aspect. 

 

I am analyzing knives from a vast collection compiled by Vance Nelson Robb (d. 1938). 

The collection consists of several types of beveled knives from the Great Bend Aspect of South-

Central Kansas. The dates of theses artifacts range from the Late Prehistoric to the Proto-historic 

periods. Although I am in the beginning stages of this project, there are already some things of 

interest that have become apparent. In particular, there are two sets of hafted specimens: one that 

is notched, and one that is not. While the un-notched beveled knives are referred to as "Shoshone 

knives" in the Northwestern Plains, all of the specimens are from places that the Shoshone never 

occupied. Also, these sets of knives exhibit characteristics different from the earlier form of 

Harahey knives. I plan to show the various types of  beveled knives and the variations between 

them, as well as a discussion of the methods used throughout the project, and conclude with 

interpretations of the data. 

 

 

Janeal Godfrey, The Use of the Epigenetic Traits of the Skull in Estimating Group Affiliation. 

 

In humans, epigenetic traits are non-pathological skeletal variations which occur in low 

frequencies within populations. A hereditary base is assumed for them. Comparisons of these 

non-metric traits are often used by both biological and forensic anthropologists to recognize 

family relationships. Since skeletal epigenetic traits are heredity based and their variances occur 

in different rates within populations, it is logical to conclude that these traits could be used in a 

forensic anthropology setting to determine a decedent's possible group affiliation, or race.  

There are numerous epigenetic traits that are located on the skull, and since race is most 

often estimated based on the traits of the skull, it is logical to assume that these epigenetic 

variants would be those that are most often employed by forensic anthropologists as tools when 

attempting to approximate group affiliation. There is a slight increase in the percentage rate of 

some of these traits in some populations. 

The study of these traits needs extensive work since the existing studies are contradictory 

and incomplete, especially in terms of measuring the degree of expression that can be compared 

to other studies. Difficulty lies in defining the presence or absence of traits. Since there are 

multiple gradations of development, issues arise when different observers obtain various results. 

Although some of the epigenetic traits of the skull do seem to appear more often in some 

populations, the small differences in percentage rates and incompleteness in the field of study 

imply that using these traits to estimate race is questionable at best. 
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Ivy Davis, Reaction and Rebellion: When Opposing views of Identity Clash in the Middle East. 

 

While the protests and revolutions occurring in the Middle East flood news reports that 

are focused on violence and politics, there appears to be a compelling backstory to explain why 

this is happening now, in these countries, with the direction and motivation of the local youth. 

Using a comparison of internet forums, international media, and professional publications 

spanning the past 50 years, I explore the observable turmoil among Middle Eastern youth that I 

believe arise from the internal struggle between maintaining traditional systems versus 

conforming to a more Western, "modernized" way of life. Research emphasis is on changes in 

self-perception within the world-sphere among youth in Egypt, Israel, Palestine and Jordan, and 

its effects on aspects of religious piety, gender roles, and political and revolutionary influence. 

An understanding of the complex issues facing the future leaders of the Middle East could be 

invaluable in fostering positive relationships with Western nations, as well as provide insight into 

the dynamics of the current unrest and political upheaval that is spreading across the region. 

 

 

Charissa Wahwasuck-Jessepe, Women and Politics in Egypt: A New Sense of Agency. 

 

The purpose of this paper is to cover the various gender issues surrounding the women of 

Egypt and more specifically, the effect that these gender roles have on the lives of these women. 

Specifically, it will examine the women's roles in politics in the past and the present as well as 

reinterpreting the idea of agency in respect towards the women's rights in Egypt. This paper will 

include a brief overview of the Islamic Revival Movement, the more current Mosque Movement 

in Cairo and the Egyptian Revolution of 2011. It will look to answer the following questions: To 

what extent have women's roles impacted political movements in the past and the present? What 

impact has the Islamic Revival movement had on the current Mosque Movement in Cairo? What 

role did women play in the Egyptian Revolution of 2011? In the end it will attempt to portray the 

importance of women's role in politics and perhaps, offer a different perspective on how women 

are using these roles to administer change in a positive respect towards basic human rights. 

Sources will be drawn from a variety of scholarly journals and articles, books, newspapers, and 

an array of social media. 

 

 

Julie Repasy, Developmental Field Defects and Micronutrient Deficiency in the Prehistoric 

Puebloan Southwest. A Case Study at Arroyo Hondo Pueblo. 

 

Developmental field defects are commonly observed throughout Prehistoric Puebloan 

populations of the American Southwest. Developmental field defects are congenital defects 

caused by the interruptions in growth and development during embryogenesis. They are largely 

the result of micronutrient deficiency and appear as skeletal asymmetries, lapsed unions or 

fusions and aplasias. These defects appear throughout the skeletal populations of the Southwest. 

Chronic, widespread malnutrition is also pervasive in this region. The ubiquity of malnutrition 

and developmental field defects observed throughout these populations suggests a strong 

relationship between the two. Arroyo Hondo is a 14th century Pueblo site that exhibits a large 

concentration of these defects. This study will examine the relationship between skeletal defects 
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and malnutrition within the context of ancestral Puebloan populations, specifically the skeletal 

population of Arroyo Hondo. 

 

 

Julie K. Wasinger, Gait Recognition: What is it and What are its Applications? 

 

As the world population continues to grow, there is a need for not only tighter security 

measures, but also quicker recognition of individuals for ease of access to everyday necessities. 

While there are currently many tools available to both the public and government agencies to 

help with these needs, the ever-growing research base dealing with Biometric Gait Recognition 

has continued to reach new heights. 

Although methods using fingerprints, iris recognition, facial recognition, palm prints and 

DNA are commonly used throughout the world, the concern over the use of Gait Recognition is 

rapidly moving to the forefront.  

Gait recognition is non-invasive, requires no one-to-one contact with the 

individual, and presents the ultimate possibility of being accurate up to 500 feet away. It also 

produces better results in low light situations and outdoor scenarios. However, with this new 

technology comes the question of the intrusion on individual privacy. This paper will address 

these concerns as well as provide an explanation of Gait Recognition, the methodology 

employed, its applications and what outside variables have an effect on the accuracy rate. 

 

 

James Simmerman, Demographic Reconstruction from an Historic Mortuary Site in Rural 

Poland. 

 

This study focuses on the reconstruction of the contributing population to skeletal 

remains excavated from Drawsko, Poland during the summers of 2008 and 2009. Particular 

attention is directed at evaluation of methodologies used for reconstruction from 

paleodemographic as well as ethno-historical approaches and their applicability to the skeletal 

population as well as the challenges associated with the approaches and demography associated 

with material from the early historic period in general. The population profiles are evaluated 

relative to each other as well as in consideration of the time period in which the deposits were 

interred, the possibility of malnutrition brought about by political and economic unrest, and 

suggestions of influence from epidemic disease. Examination of archaeological evidence found 

in context with several burials indicates this mortuary location was in use from approximately 

1650-1810. Preliminary results indicate skeletal population alone is insufficient to profile the 

contributing population and ethnohistorical reconstruction from relevant reference populations is 

necessary. 

 

 

Katie Ritter, Cedar, Sage, Chokecherries and Other Medicines: The Northern Arapaho 

Sundance. 

 

The Sundance is an important ceremony performed by the men, and some women, of the 

Plains tribes of North America. I was lucky enough to be invited to attend the Sundance of the 

Northern Arapaho on the Wind River Reservation in Ethete, Wyoming in July 2010. While there 
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I was able to participate in some activities. The Sundance is a very sacred ceremony to many 

tribes. In the late 1800' s the Federal Government banned such ceremonies and many tribes lost 

their traditions, but others were able to maintain that knowledge. While living with the Northern 

Arapaho for a week I was able to see many of these traditions. There are many rules one must 

follow at the Sundance. A few of those are no drawings or photographs of the events, or anything 

one may see. I was lucky enough to be invited to the Sundance by a friend of mine who is 

Arapaho; she gave me permission to share this information, but to keep some to myself. I will 

honor that decision, but share with you what I can. 

 

 

Meghan Voisin, Sexual dimorphism in the 12th Thoracic Vertebra and its Potential for Sex 

Estimation in Human Skeletal Remains. 

 

The purpose of this study is to determine the presence/ degree of sexual dimorphism of 

the 12th thoracic vertebra through a quantitative analysis and to further examine its potential and 

reliability in the sex estimation of human skeletal remains. In order to assess this, the 12th 

thoracic vertebrae, femur and sacrum of 168 mature skeletal remains from the Raymond Dart 

Collection in Johannesburg, South Africa, as well as 407 mature skeletal remains from the 

Hamann-Todd Collection in Cleveland, Ohio were analyzed. Each skeletal sample was divided 

into sex, group affiliation, and age groups, with each sample composed of approximately 50% 

males and 50% females, as well as half of the sample being those under 40 years of age, with the 

remaining half being over 40 years of age. Each sample was carefully selected, with only those 

whose group affiliation was designated as "South African Black" from the Raymond Dart 

sample, and only those designated as "African American" from the Hamann-Todd sample being 

measured. This allowed for the geographical variance to be assessed within and between the two 

samples. Finally, this study explored the age-related changes of human skeletal remains and how 

these affect morphological variation conducive to sex estimation. The morphology of the 12th 

thoracic vertebra was examined by means of univariate and multivariate analyses to better assess 

each effect. Overall, this study will be beneficial in assessing the presence and degree of sexual 

dimorphism inherent in the 12th thoracic vertebra, as well as its potential use in sex estimation. 

 

 

Gabe Vazquez, Shifting Faith: A look at the Modernization of Voodoo Practitioners and the 

Effects of Imitation Voodoo. 

 

Voodoo has long been an intriguing subject for many movie goers. Movie goers instantly 

think of dark, secret rituals that involve ritualistic chanting and sacrificing either animals or 

people. This thought has led to a mainstream fascination with voodoo. People seeking the occult, 

establish forms of pseudo-voodoo which help to perpetuate the mainstream thought of voodoo 

and create conflicts for true practitioners. 

Voodoo as a religion has its origins in West Africa traditions. The Yoruba people have 

similar concepts, such as the thought of images controlling people, and the power of magical 

death. This tradition migrated with slaves to Haiti, as many worked on the abundant sugar 

plantations. Haiti was a stopping point for many vessels, and New Orleans, serving as one of the 

largest southern slave ports, became the home of many West Africans. The beliefs of voodoo 

differ greatly between Haiti and New Orleans, and has helped give rise to New Orleans voodoo. 
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Modern voodoo practices, particularly in New Orleans, have been forced to go 

underground due to the stereotypes that are perpetuated by the media. Many Haitian voodoo 

practitioners find themselves secretly hiding their beliefs from prying eyes. This has led to both 

mainstream voodoo shops, which sell mass produced, pseudo-voodoo products, and smaller 

shops which cater to true practitioners. This duality has established two cultural identities which 

sometimes conflict with each other. By understanding voodoo and casting it out of the shadows 

of the movies, we can see how fascinating the voodoo culture truly is. 

 

 

Felicia Hammons, Pipestone Paint Potentiality. 

 

This experiment tests whether fine powders of Kansas and Minnesota pipestone could 

have been used by the Wichita bands for paint. Florence pipes are elbow pipes with short stems 

and tall bowls, which form a slightly acute angle. After Florence pipes were no longer used for 

smoking, they were reused, fragmented, or ground into a fine powder. It is speculated the 

fragments and powders were worn as proof the owner had completed the retrieval of pipestone 

and had made a Florence pipe. The streak colors of the stones are pale pink for Kansas pipestone 

and light orange for Minnesota pipestone. The light streak colors suggest the powders would not 

make applicable paint. The experiment's results proved the fine powders of each stone, 

separately mixed with vegetable oil, created dense red and orange hues that, according to 

Munsell's Color Chart, could have been used by Native Americans for paint. 

 

 

Kyle Ackerman, Mortuary Variability in the Antelope Creek Focus: The Footprint Site. 

 

The Antelope Creek Focus on the southern plains has been well documented in the 

literature. Its rather unique use of stone slab architecture has left some obvious ruins at sites like 

Alibates and Antelope Creek Ruin. While the artifacts and architectural remains have been well 

documented, biological and mortuary research has lagged behind. Loss of data, small sample 

sizes, and other factors have contributed to this. The Footprint site is one of the few sites where a 

comprehensive evaluation of the skeletal materials has been done. The site represents upwards of 

33 individuals and a puzzling pattern of burial that is not consistent with the other Antelope 

Creek sites. Three seemingly burial ossuaries were dug in Room 1 and other skeletal remains 

were scattered throughout the room. There is also evidence of a fire and many of the skeletal 

remains were burned. This paper intends to reevaluate the skeletal context of the site, using 

photographs, field notes, and observations on the skeletons themselves to reassess the site within 

the greater scope of the regions mortuary pattern. 

 

 

Muhammed Bilal Kenasari, Two Faces, Two Countries-Concept of taqiyya and democracy in 

Turkey and Egypt. 

 

This paper aims to discuss the concept of "taqiyya" (dissimulation) found within the 

Islamic political discourse of two Middle Eastern countries, turkey and Egypt. I will particularly 

look at the discourses of the two ruling Turkish Islamist part:-· "AK Parti" (Welfare and 

Prosperity Party) and the currently largest opposition movement in Egypt, the "Muslim 
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Brotherhood." Through this comparison, my paper aims to analyze how the terminology of 

“taqiyya" is being used by secular people in Turkey to describe how the discourse of democracy 

is undermined by the "AK Parti." Similarly, the suggestion of the Egyptian "Muslim 

Brotherhood" to take Turkey's current democratic discourse as a template model for the Egyptian 

Islamist political future is radically questioned by the secular Egyptians (and utilized by the 

Western media as well). Indeed, modern Turkish Islamist discourse has been highly influenced 

by the Muslim Brotherhood, through the translation of the works of Hasan AI-Benna and Sayyid 

Qutb into the Turkish language in the late 1970's. Ironically, after more than 40 years, the impact 

Egyptian thinkers had on the Turkish Islamist movements are now returning back to the radically 

transforming Egypt society. The implication of this paper lies in the fact that the concept of 

"taqiyya" is used by both secular parties pejoratively to undercut the use of democratic rhetoric 

employed by both Turkish and Egyptian Islamists. 

 

 

Jack Dettenwanger, Coping with Conf1ict: The Role of Martyrdom in Occupied Palestine. 

 

The occupation and subsequent colonization of the territory of Palestine by the State of 

Israel has persisted since the invasion of 1967. Following two major uprisings, the first and 

second intifadas, the social and humanitarian situation in Palestine has greatly deteriorated. This 

paper will analyze the impact the Israeli occupation has had upon the Palestinian peoples by way 

of a literary review regarding the socio-political realities which have resulted in a culture of 

martyrdom. I argue that Palestinian martyrdom reflects a stabilizing cultural system which lends 

a sense of order to the unique, but tragic, circumstances of persistent instability in occupied 

Palestine. This paper will show how Palestinians have adapted to and accepted this state of 

constant instability and their inherent lack of personal, social, and economic security in everyday 

life. Martyrdom, in this context, will be shown to be an outgrowth of the local conceptions 

regarding regular incursions by the Israeli military into the agency of individual Palestinians. 

 

 

Andrew Blakemore and Charles Koeber, Religious Community and the Local Meaning of 

Recovery. Paper presented at the 2011 Annual Meeting if the Midwest Sociological Society, St. 

Louis, MO. 

 

In May 2007 an EF-5 tornado over one mile wide tore across western Kansas farmland, 

straight for the small town of Greensburg. The devastation of the town, and its subsequent 

decision to rebuild as a "green," or environmentally sustainable, community, has attracted 

national media attention. However, Greensburg's many religious communities, major sites of 

social action in the town and its recovery, have not played prominently in outside observers' 

narratives of this transformation. This research explores the observation problems that outsiders 

find ourselves in when trying to approach the media-saturated town, and then pursues an 

understanding of religion-oriented actions and meanings as highly Significant for the people of 

Greensburg themselves. Historical information, personal written accounts, and a series of 

interviews with leaders of local churches provide data, which are analyzed and organized by the 

researcher with the aim of a fuller and more authentic understanding of how Greensburg has 

reconstituted itself in the face of disaster. 

  


